
Community Engagement Grants
CCESL was proud to offer small grants 
to support engagement efforts in the 
Houston community. In fall 2016, 
CCESL awarded two student grants. 
Due to the success of the grants, 
eligibility for the grants was expanded 
to UHD staff. In spring 2017, CCESL 
awarded six student grants and two 
staff grants

Newman Civic Fellowship

Junior Eisha Khan was selected as 
UHD’s first Newman Civic Fellow for 
the 2017-2018 school year. 

Service Learning Grants
Each semester, CCESL awards grant 
money to several Service Learning 
courses to help fund the their 
projects. The grants contribute to 
paying student assistants’ stipends, 
purchasing materials, subsidizing 
necessary equipment, and student 
travel to and from the project site. 

Community Partners 
engaged in 2 Community 
Partners Fairs

Student Presents at National 
Conference

Senior Urban Education student, Ignacio 
Gamez, presented his service learning 
project in Dr. Maria Bhattacharjee’s class 
at the 2017 Gulf South Summit.

Community 
Partner Platform

The Community Partner Platform 
was developed to connect UHD 
Community Partners to faculty and 
staff for the purpose of completing 
community projects. The platform 
allows Community Partners, UHD 
Faculty, or UHD staff to propose 
projects for Service Learning courses 
or Community Engagement Grants.
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#GatorsEngaged
The #GatorsEngaged contest allows 
students to tag their pictures on social 
media of themselves doing good in their 
community for prizes each month. 



Community 
Engagement 

Luncheon

Over 70 UHD administrators, 
faculty, staff, students and community 
partners gathered in UHD’s Welcome 
Center to celebrate the successful 
partnerships made and strengthened 
throughout this academic year. Grant 
winners, the Newman Fellow finalist 
and nominees, and community 
partners were all awarded certificates 
of accomplishment and given small 
tokens of apprecation by CCESL. 

MLK National Day of Service
A group of more than 30 students from 
across the university came togehter on 
MLK Day to volunteer at the MLK Grande 
Parade in Houston’s Fourth Ward. Several 
UHD student organizations participated in 
the festivities, as well as other students and 
their families: UHD students from the Student 
Government Association, Black Student 
Association, Social Work Community 
Advocacy Network, and the Sigma Lambda Beta sorority.

Community Partners Fairs
In fall 2016 and spring 2017, community 
partners from across the Houston Metro 
area gathered at in UHD to share their 
work and opportunities for invovlement 
with the UHD community. The fairs were 
attended by over 50 organizations, 
hundreds of students, many faculty and 
staff. 

High Impact Practices & 
Community Engagement Showcase

CCESL and the Center for Teaching 
& Learning Excellence co-hosted 
this year’s showcase. UHD faculty, 
students and staff presented their work 
in community engagement and service 
learning at the annual showcase. 
Three faculty and their students gave 
featured presentations. The event was 
attended by faculty, staff, students and 
community partners.

Buffalo Bayou Service Project
The annual Buffalo Bayou Service 
Project was held in April for Houston-
area high school students gain a better 
understanding of the importance of 
the bayou. This April, 98 high school 
students were led through a series 
of activities created by faculty from 
different academic departments, and 
guided by UHD student volunteers. 
Students even got to take a boat tour of 
the bayou itself!
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