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Thirty years of UHD is 60 fall
and spring semesters (not to
mention the summer sessions);
42 academic programs; 36
commencement ceremonies;
and, 17,287 graduates.

But numbers only hint at UHD’s
impact over its three decade 
history.  Ultimately, the most signif-
icant measure of UHD’s success
can’t be calculated – specifically,
how lives have been changed
through education.

“UH-Downtown holds a special
place in this community as a
place of access and opportunity
for all who seek to fulfill their
dreams of a university education,”
said Beth Robertson, former chair
of the UH System Board of
Regents and a member of the
UHD President’s Advisory Council,
at the 2004 President’s Report to
the Community.  “We all look for-
ward to the many great things
that will be accomplished here in
the next 30 years.”

“UHD’s mission positions us as a
new generation institution,”  UHD

President Max Castillo told break-
fast guests.  “In the truest sense,
we represent the inevitable direc-
tion that higher education must
take in the future.  UH-Downtown
students reflect the world in which
we now live, and even more so,
the world of tomorrow.”

It Begins with 
a Brand New
Building...
UHD’s 30th anniversary celebra-
tion centered on the grand open-
ing of the new Commerce Street
Building, “a beautiful facility that
gives us a more visible presence
and solidifies our standing as
Houston’s Downtown University,”
said Dr. Castillo.

The building houses the
College of Public Service,
comprising the depart-
ments of urban teacher
education and criminal jus-
tice.  Each floor has a
large mural by UHD art
professor Floyd Newsum.
Another aesthetic feature at
the front steps of the build-
ing is a 25-foot lighted
architectural structure that is
referred to as a beacon.  A pair
of beacons will be added on
either side of the One Main
Building later this year.

For the first time, students at
UHD’s downtown location are no
longer “under one roof.”  UHD’s
campus now spans Buffalo and
White Oak Bayous.
Continued on page 8
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With scholarship help from The 100 Club, Houston
Police Officer Jimmy Taylor graduated with a B.S. in
Criminal Justice in August. He serves on the Central
Divisional Gang Unit.

Those “100 Club”
banner stickers on
the windows of so
many cars in the
Houston area are
a symbol of sup-
port for public ser-
vants who work to
make Houston a
better, safer
place.

That support
comes in the form
of donations to

the families of law enforcement
officers and firefighters killed in
the line of duty.  And, it repre-
sents scholarships for police
officers who wish to study at
UH-Downtown.

In the spring, The 100 Club will hit
the million dollar mark in scholar-
ships donated to UH-Downtown, a
sign of a longstanding relationship,
according to Dr. Beth Pelz, dean
of the College of Public Service:
“The Criminal Justice Department at
UHD appreciates the strong sup-
port that The 100 Club has given
to its majors, both undergraduate
and graduate, and looks forward
to nurturing this relationship in the
future.  We particularly appreciate
the advice and counsel of execu-
tive director Rick Hartley.”

“By helping peace officers to go
back to college and receive their
degrees, our scholarship program
invests in the future,” said Hartley,
a UHD alumnus.  “Hopefully that

will be an inspiration for them to
achieve higher ranks in law
enforcement in our community.”

Jimmy Taylor, a police officer with
the Houston Police Department, is a
scholarship recipient.  “To me, the
scholarship meant a lot.  It took a
high financial burden off my entire
family.”

Officer Taylor notes that the criminal
justice program allowed him to
explore issues in his profession in
depth:  “It gave me the ability to
see all sides of the puzzle.”

Founded in 1953, The 100 Club
now has 21,500 members and
has given over $6,652,000 to
families in its service area.

Million Dollar Milestone
for The 100 Club

This past summer,
UHD student
Juan Diaz went

up against Lakva
Simm of Mongolia for
the World Boxing
Association
Lightweight Title.
Televised on HBO
from Reliant Arena,
the match made Diaz
the first Houstonian to
compete for his first
world title in his home-
town, and the first to
win.  Two days later
he registered for fall
classes.

Juan fits the profile of many UHD
students – maintaining a hectic
schedule of work and school,
except he just happens to be a
world class boxer.  Juan maintains
a 3.0+ grade point average and
is focusing on a pre-law degree.
It’s difficult the months before a
big fight, training in the early
morning and attending classes
into evening.  He doesn’t cause a
big stir in class, listening intently
to his professors, sitting at the
front of the room, attracting atten-
tion only when the occasional
television crew wants to film Juan
in his academic environment.

Only eight years old when he
started boxing, Juan was attracted
to the Savannah Boxing Club, a

program run by Willie Savannah
to help get kids off the street,
encourage them to get an educa-
tion, and foster discipline and
hard work.  Juan enrolled at UHD
under Savannah’s guidance.
Early on, overwhelmed with
school and boxing, Juan
approached Savannah about
dropping out of college to con-
centrate on his profession.  The
veteran manager told Juan it was
okay if the young pro wanted to
temporarily step out...of boxing.
He wanted Juan to understand
that education lasts a lifetime –
boxing is a short-lived sport.

When Juan speaks to groups like
the Houston Texans and in local
schools, without boasting he is liv-
ing proof that working hard, and
following your dreams with confi-
dence is the perfect combination
for success.

Seen here during a visit with UHD President Max Castillo, Juan Diaz, WBA light-
weight champion, maintains a commitment to completing his college education at
the same time that he trains for the boxing ring.

UHD’s Criminal Justice Training Center was singled out by the
U.S. Marine Corps as the best police academy in the Houston
region for training former Marines who wish to enter law 
enforcement.  The center will be a partner in the “Marines for
Life” program that helps honorably discharged Marines re-enter
civilian life.

UHD’s program was recommended to the Marine Corps by the
Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and
Education, the state certifying agency.

Center Director Rex White, a former Marine and law enforce-
ment officer said, “I know Houston area law enforcement will
benefit greatly from this new partnership.”  The center has trained
over 15,000 students and is respected throughout the region
and state for its record of excellence.

Meeting
Semper Fi Standards

UHD students received a warm welcome and a donation from sponsors Anheuser Busch Companies and Silver Eagle Distributing during a
Tejano Tuesday concert at Jones Plaza – part of the Bud Light Tu Musica en la Plaza series that runs April to October.  Ubaldo Rodriguez
(holding microphone), president of UHD’s chapter of LULAC, thanked Paco Bendaña with Anheuser Busch for the contribution.

College and Boxing,
Hand in Glove

Concerts Raise Funds for UHD Students
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UH-Downtown lost an esteemed leader with the
passing of Dr. Bobby G. Bizzell, dean of the
College of Business since 1989.  Dr. Bizzell led
efforts that greatly impacted the quality of the col-
lege’s academic programs and responsiveness to
student and community needs.

Among his many accomplishments was leading
the college to attain the initial accreditation by the
prestigious AACSB-International (The Association to
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business) in 1994 and the extension of that accreditation in 2004.  
The honor is awarded to only one in four U.S. colleges of business and requires rigorous academic
strategy and implementation.  Bizzell established the college’s first business advisory board made up
of prominent corporate and community leaders who have greatly contributed to the excellence
demonstrated in the college. 

An Empty
Seat in the
Dean’s Office Much Ado About Shakespeare

Dr. Merrilee Cunningham, associate
professor of English, was invited to
give a seminar on Shakespeare at the
annual Houston Teachers’ Institute for
select teachers from the Houston
Independent School District.  The insti-
tute is a partnership between HISD and the UH System,
working with 120 HISD educators each year to encourage
stronger teaching methods and to hold students to higher
standards.

Teaching English 
Around the Globe
Dr. Michele J. Sabino, executive direc-
tor of University Advancement, is serv-
ing a term as president of the interna-
tional organization TESOL (Teachers of
English to Speakers of Other
Languages).  She convened the organization’s symposium
on social responsibility in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, and repre-
sented TESOL at the annual United Nations Department of
Public Information/Non-Governmental Organization
Conference at UN headquarters in New York.  The
UN/NGO conference attracted 2,000 participants 
representing 79 countries.

Forceful Advice
Assistant Professor Bob Walsh, interim
chair of the Criminal Justice
Department, was appointed by the
Community Service Division of the
U.S. Department of Justice to serve on
a multi-agency panel that will make
recommendations on use-of-force policies for local law
enforcement agencies.  Dr. Walsh worked with representa-
tives from the Houston Police Department as well as the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office to develop a common pro-
posal for current policies of all metro Houston agencies.

Bragging Rights

Are the faces in America’s labora-
tories, high tech companies and
engineering firms representative of
our country’s demographics?  The
answer is most certainly that they
are not.  UHD is taking the lead
to change that with innovative
programs targeting underrepre-
sented minorities and women in
science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM), includ-
ing the Scholars Academy and

Houston PREP (PRe-freshman
Enrichment Program).

UHD’s efforts have received
national and international recog-
nition, as well as significant fund-
ing.  Based on proven success,
the National Science Foundation
awarded a second five-year
grant to Houston’s Lewis Stokes
Alliance for Minority Participation
(LSAMP), which includes UHD
and seven local higher education
partners.  “The goal of the first
grant was to double the number
of STEM graduates during a five
year period.  UHD tripled ours,”
said Dr. Richard Aló, executive
director of the Center for
Computational Science.

During the next five years,
Houston’s LSAMP will focus on
increasing opportunities for under-
graduate research and transition-
ing more students to graduate
school.

UHD faculty continually seek
ways to encourage and retain
STEM students through targeted
activities that enhance what they
learn in the classroom.  For exam-
ple, students have participated
this fall in the Houston LSAMP stu-
dent research conference, the
national conference of the
Society for the Advancement of
Chicanos and Native Americans
in Science, and the Hispanic
Engineers National Award and
Achievement Conference.  Next
spring, Dr. Aló plans to take 15-
20 students to Cartagena,
Colombia, for the Latin American
and Caribbean Consortium of
Engineering Institutions.

Other significant opportunities
include internships in research set-
tings such as Baylor College of
Medicine and UT-Houston Health
Science Center.  Last summer, 15
UHD students were placed in 
off-campus internship programs.

The Houston-Tampico-
UHD Connection
UHD’s longstanding tie to Tampico, Mexico, is coming in handy as
Houston strengthens its relationship with the Mexican municipality.

In 2003, the City of Houston established a sister-city relationship with
Tampico to facilitate initiatives between the two cities.  UH-Downtown
already had an academic exchange program with Instituto de Estudios
Superiores de Tamaulipas in Tampico, which made UHD President Max
Castillo a perfect advisor for Marco Bracamontes, president of the
Houston-Tampico Sister City Association.

UHD will host the second annual Houston-Tampico Lay Health Workers’
Training Seminar on preventive health for women in mid-December.  The
seminar will be conducted in Spanish by clinical workers from Mexfam,
a public-health organization in Mexico City with centers throughout the
country.  The Tampico center educates rural people about preventive
health issues.

“This will be a very valuable contribution to Spanish-speaking health
professionals in Houston,” Bracamontes said.  “We are very grateful
that Dr. Castillo and UHD agreed to participate.”

Changing the Face of Science

UHD
in the
World
Spotlight

UH-Downtown STEM students
attended an international confer-
ence without leaving campus
when UHD hosted InTech ‘04, a
world conference on intelligent
and fuzzy technologies.
Thailand’s Assumption University
partnered with UHD to coordinate
the event.  Participants came
from as far away as Korea and
Australia to discuss topics ranging
from homeland security to 
data mining.

Dr. Richard Aló, executive director
of UHD’s Center for
Computational Science, served as
the conference chairman.  This is
the first time the event took
place in the United States.

Dr. Bobby G. Bizzell



Alumni Society News

4

Alumnus Lawrence Spence
is using his UH-Downtown
education to teach science

to students at Crockett Elementary
School – and to spruce up the
environment at his alma mater.

While still an undergraduate stu-
dent in interdisciplinary studies,
Lawrence worked with a profes-
sor to write a government grant
titled “Birds on the Bayou” that
would improve the habitat for
local and migratory birds along
the bayous that sandwich UHD’s
campus.

“Birds on the Bayou” has planted
native trees, shrubs, and plants in
the more wild areas of the UHD
campus with the help of student
volunteers from the Scholars
Academy, the Environmental

Club, and the Student
Government Association.  

The project received a 2004
Keep Houston Beautiful
Mayor’s Proud Partner
Award.

“By participating in this 
project, our students see the
immediate impact in trans-
forming UHD into a mini-
ecosystem,” said Dr. Lisa
Morano, assistant professor
of environmental biology
and microbiology.  “We
hope to expand our plant-
ings into a native landscape
which becomes the model for
urban ecology in the middle of
downtown Houston.”

The grant falls under the Urban
Migratory Bird Conservation

Alumnus Lawrence Spence:
Birds on the Bayou

UHD graduate Lawrence Spence, in his class-
room at Crockett Elementary School, displays
a bat house used in an environmental program
near the UH-Downtown campus.

Alumni often return to campus to talk with students at UHD’s semi-annual Career Expos.  This fall, ExxonMobil employees
Wole Olugbenle (center), B.S. in Computer Science (‘04), and Rick Solis (right), new operations development group,
advised computer science major Anand Shukla (left) about career options with their company.

Alumni:  Creating a Career Path

Treaty.  Harris County Flood
Control and the Buffalo Bayou
Partnership have also pitched in,
donating time and money.

“I had a counselor who...found a scholarship for me at the University of Houston-
Downtown....  I jumped at the opportunity, as I knew my mother could hardly afford the
day to day expenses....  After graduation from UHD, I attended...medical school in Dallas....
Since then, I have been a rural physician in Orofino, Idaho.  I would like to think that with-
out UHD, this community would be without one dedicated physician....  I know many more
dreams have and will be realized by the excellent work you are providing to your com-
munity.  Congratulations on your 30th anniversary.”

—Michael G. Meza, M.D., Class of 1989

“At age forty-seven, twenty-nine
years after my high school gradua-
tion, I was graduated from UH-
Downtown summa cum laude....
Even though I was a much older
student than the majority of my
classmates, I never felt out of
place.  UH-Downtown welcomed
students of all ages and I have
fond memories of my teachers and
experiences there....  Our six chil-
dren saw and experienced how
much their mother enjoyed her
studies....  My husband and I are
proud that all six went on to 
college and graduate school....
We are the proud parents of 
two DDS’s, one MBS, one PAC,
one Ph.D., and one MD.”

—Oralia Cantu Sarabia, 
Class of 1983

30th Anniversary Memories

Winter Commencement: Minute Maid
Park, December 12, 2 p.m.

O’Kane Gallery: Hsien-Ya Wang: Works
on Nature, through December 16;  The
Development of Editorial Cartoons in the
Southern African American Press Following
Emancipation, January 17-February 24;  
Brian Ransom: Ceramic Sound Works, March 1-
April 7;  713-221-8042

T-Tapp Wellness Weekend: Jesse H.
Jones Student Life Center, February 17-20;
713-221-8225 or 1-800 TAPP FIT

University Theatre: The Mandrake by
Niccolo Machiavielli, O’Kane Theatre, April 1-9,
713-221-8104

Red Rose Ball: Hilton Americas-Houston,
April 20, 6-9:30 p.m., 713-221-8563

Spring Commencement: Minute Maid
Park, May 8, 2 p.m.

Calendar
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Contributions to UH-Downtown are
vital to fulfilling our mission of pro-
viding quality educational opportu-

nities to all students and opening doors to
many who might not otherwise be able to
pursue a college degree.  We greatly appreci-
ate the generosity shown to UHD by the fol-
lowing corporations, foundations and individ-
uals between January 1, 2004 and
August 31, 2004.  Please note that
numbers following a name signify the year 
of graduation from UHD.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

$100,000 to $400,000
The 100 Club, Inc.
The Gordon and Mary Cain

Foundation 
Houston Endowment Inc.

$50,000 to $99,999
El Paso Corporate Foundation
The Cullen Foundation

$20,000 to $49,999
The Fondren Foundation
The Welch Foundation

$10,000 to $19,999
Consumer Guide, Inc.
Christina, ’96, and Terry Axtmann
American Society for 

Industrial Security

$5,000 to $9,999
AIG
BMC Software
Teresa Tapp / Better Body Basics

$1,000 to $4,999
EdVenture Partners
Maria M. Fee
William Gilbert
Hutchins International Co., LTD
Nancy and Graydon Laughbaum
Catherine C. and Wea H. Lee
C. K. Lee
Khalid Mahmood
Peggy and Gerald Pinto
Rockwell Fund, Inc.
Georgene and 

W. Michael Robertson
Charles and Betti Saunders
Southwestern National Bank
Emily and James E., ’90, Stafford
The Strategic CFO, Inc.
Thompson & Knight Foundation
Thompson & Knight LLP
The Transportation Club 

of Houston
The Woman’s Club of Houston

$100 to $999
AACSB International
Komkrib Anantasomboon, ’03 

and Supatva Yooto
Doris and Billy Chen

Gondo Company, Inc.
Jane Huey Hong 

and Kong Yi Hong
Judy A. and Edwin E. Horn
Houston Assembly of 

Delphian Chapters
Kun Chan and Yuk Wah Hsieh
Karen Chen and Peter Hsu
Elizabeth and Sam Hwong
Ann S. Jennings
Molly Johnson
C. C. Lee
Si Ball Lee
MODA Investment LTD
Petroleum Accountants 

Society of Houston
K and Steve Sucher
Taipei Economic and 

Cultural Office in Houston
Ming Y. and Don J. Wang
Kenneth Wu
Jason Yoo
Sam Houston Race Park/ 

Hot Latin Nights

$99 and below
Diane J. Carpenter, ‘82
Ping-Hsiu Lee, ‘98
Michael MacKin, ‘86
Johnnie Mize
Richard P. Smith, ‘96

ALUMNI ANNUAL FUND

$200 to $600
Patricia, ’04, and Jack Iovine
Guy LaRose, ‘85
Todd Moore, ‘98
Rehan A. Rashid, ‘92
Cate Woods, ’97 and ‘99

$100 to $199
Veronika Alker-Smith, ‘98
Dr. Jennifer Garbarino, ‘92
Lisa Gillespie, ‘93
Jessica, ’02, and Ricky Guilbeau
Deltra W. Hayes, ‘00
Craig A. Jacobs, ‘99
Mary L. Kenney, ‘88
Thomas R. F. Lee, ‘85
Dr. Benjamin J., ’95, 

and Robin Leeah
Jeanne Lupinacci, ‘88
Phillip Montgomery, ‘88
Arnold J. Moore, Jr., ‘99
Scott Mueller, ‘88
Diane K. Nemer, ‘03
Mr. and Mrs. Nnaemeka

Odunze, ‘85
John M. Osterman, ‘98
Rick Perales, ‘82
Sandra Pfeiffer, ‘95
Shelly Power, ‘03
Melvin Robinson, ‘02
Blasa Robles, ‘03
Jessica Scheller, ‘03
John Stansbury, ‘02
Lupe Vasquez, ‘78
Alan K. Wilson, MD, ‘85

$99 and below
Abass Alamnehe, ‘89
Edward Aldridge, ‘76
Michelle and Glynn Brewer, ‘93
Arlin Cameron, ‘02
Christopher Chambers, ‘83
Chun-Jung Chen, ‘98
Brenda Collier, ‘98
Tammie Colvin, ‘03
William Cope, ‘02
Hector Coronado, ‘00
Philip Crosby, ‘99
Marshall Crow, ‘00
Dicarlos Davis, ‘86
Frank Dean, ‘94
Arturo Diaz Deleon, ‘80
Edward Diaz, ‘00
Duarte Multi-Services
Barbara Duncan, ‘96
Diana Duran, ‘98
Reagan Duran-Garcia, ‘99
Jean Eiley, ‘95
Harriet Eisenstein, ‘03
Siew-Ling Soo Eng, ‘98
John Feusse, ‘84
Mark Filer, ‘91
Janelle Flores, ‘03
Roman Flores, ‘00
Larry Garza, ‘99
Robert Goetsch, ‘03
Daniel Gonzalez, ‘91
Rosa Gonzalez, ‘93
Sybil Grenion, ‘03
Melvin Hall, ‘97
Mary Hancock, ‘99
Boyd Harrell, ‘02
Heidemarie Hellriegel, ‘97
Donald Hobbs, ‘02
David Johnson, ‘88
Tiqueta Johnson-Garrett, ‘96
Steven Jones, ‘99
Bruce Kelly, ‘03
Joyce Lampley, ‘98
Russell Lee, ‘03
Courtney Leigh, ‘93
Marian Leong, ‘94
Lisa Ludgatis, ‘90
Patricia Martinez, ‘03
Denny Matranga, ‘03
Vicki Migues, ‘00
Trisha Minor, ‘01
Francisco Morales, ‘02
Irma Morales, ‘98
Elizabeth Nangmenyi, ‘90
Ana Newton, ‘98
James Nowicki, ‘86
Christopher Olson, ‘00
Adeniran Oshobu, ‘87
David Osteen, ‘02
Russell A., ’87, 

and Julie K., ‘94, Palmer
Charmaine Pena, ‘96
Lucille Perkins, ‘83
Mai-Anh Pham, ‘83
Than Ngoc Phan, ‘99
Xavier Ramirez, ‘94
Carlyn Rath, ‘98
Jean and Richard Rekieta, ‘77
David Richardson, ‘92
Lisa Marie Rios, ‘02
Wendy Rios, ‘03
Rita Salas, ‘03
James Saunders, ‘80
Tommy R. Shelton, Jr., ‘03
Vera Sherman, ‘01
Terence Smith, ‘95
Gabriel Sofowora, ‘02
Alex Ozoma Somanya, ‘88
Dolores Stawitz, ‘99
Darrell Stripling, ‘78
Renate Suitt, ‘84
Soo Wee Tan, ‘96

Steven Turrin, ‘03
Jo Anne Vamvakias, ‘03
Gregory Venable, ‘94
Larry Ware, ‘02
Clarissa Waxton, ‘89
Elizabeth Williams, ‘82
Tashawna Wilson, ‘00
Rose Wise, ‘00
Enrique Wong, ‘03
Wrinkle, Gardner & Co., P.C.

To make a gift to UH-Downtown online or
through electronic funds transfer, go to
www.uhd.edu, call 713-221-8045, or mail
your gift to University Advancement, One
Main Street, 990-S, Houston, TX, 77002.

MEMORIAL AND 
HONORARY GIFTS

In Memory of Jay Anderson
Jo Jean and Chaney Anderson

In Memory of 
William Brigman

Peter Adams
Ida Ake
Caroline S. Reeder-Alvarez

and Jose 
E. Alvarez

Barbara and O. C.
Bartholomew

Mary Jane and John Burke
Deborah and Abraham

Delgado
Shannon J. Doyle
Entegreat Inc.
John G. Getz
Fawn and Jim Kuth
Ellen and James McCaffrey
Mary Kay McMurrough
Graham Neuhaus
Michele Sabino
Kenny Schwartzberg 
Anjoo Sikka
Linda and 

Robert E. Vaden-Goad
John S. Vanderoef

In Memory of 
Alicia Spencer Castillo

Jo Jean and Chaney Anderson
Chris Birchak
Lindsay Bozman
Geary Broadnax
Dorothy Caram
Event Essentials Inc.
Ronald Gay
Roberto Garza
Dolores Guerrero
Ana M. Guzman 

and Gilberto Ocanas
Richard Hartley, ‘79
Donell Hill
Stacey Johnson and 

Robert Hoeck
Emma Lee
Kathryn A. and Jim Ketelsen
Betty and Gene McDavid
Ivonne Montalbano
NDQ Management Inc.
Martha and Milo Nitschke
Maconda B. O’Connor, Ph.D.
Petro Amigos Supply, Inc.
Dolores and Everett Reeves
Rey de la Reza
Bob Riley
Elizabeth D. Rockwell
Laura and Pedro Rohana
Alexander Schilt
Margaret Shelton
Ellen and Jim Seigler

Generous 
Friends

of 

Wilhelmina Smith
Helena Talaya
Nellie Thorogood
University Advancement Staff
Julia Vasquez
Aurora Vaught

MATCHING GIFTS
Listed beneath the company names are
the donors whose contributions made
these matching gifts possible.

AIG
Julie, ’94, and 

Russell, ’87, Palmer

Amerada Hess Companies
Mark Filer, ‘91

Ashland Inc.
Jack S. Blanton, Sr.

Boeing
Mary Kenney, ‘88

ConocoPhillips
Gerald Pinto

ExxonMobil Foundation
Elizabeth Hwong

Hewlett-Packard
Christopher Olson, ‘00

Houston Exploration
Company

Dolores Stawitz, ‘99

JP Morgan Chase
Foundation

Richard P. Smith, ‘96
Thomas R. F. Lee, ‘85

What’s New?
Send a Note!

Update your former UHD class-
mates on your life by submitting
an item for the “Alumni Notes”
in New Horizons.  We’ll also
post your item in the alumni sec-
tion of UHD’s website.

You can e-mail directly from 
the website at www.uhd.edu/
alumni/notes.htm.  Or, send 
an e-mail to Karen Alfaro-
Chamberlin at alfarok@uhd.edu.
Or, mail your item to Karen at
UH-Downtown, One Main Street,
Suite 990-S, Houston, Texas
77002.
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UH-Downtown’s history of
excellence, opportunity

and diversity has resulted from both
internal and external forces.
Committed faculty and staff and moti-
vated students powered the university
from within, while corporate and
community

leaders and friends
endorsed the university’s mission of
educational opportunity and uncom-
promised quality for all.

“All along the way, for all of these
three decades, we have been
blessed by community partners and
friends who are in harmony with our
goals,” said UHD President Max
Castillo.  “They grasp the import of
UHD’s role in educating one of the
most diverse student populations in
the nation.”

Thanks to steadfast community sup-
port over these many years, UHD has
flourished through new academic
programs, additional scholarships for
deserving students, enhanced tech-
nology, enriched library resources
and more.

Following is a sample of friends who
have provided consistent support.

Cullen Foundation
When it came into being in 1974,
UHD was a continuation of the vision
put forth by founders of the University
of Houston System who understood
the need to provide working

Houstonians with educational
options.  Principal in this
group was the Cullen family,
which has long maintained a
tradition of support for edu-
cation.

Starting in 1988, the Cullen
Foundation has backed pro-
jects that have enhanced
UHD’s effectiveness as an
institution of higher educa-
tion.  As one of the lead
donors to the UH
System’s Creative
Partnerships campaign
of the early 1990s, the
foundation established
The Hugh Roy and Lillie
Cranz Cullen
Endowment at UH-
Downtown.  Interest
income earned from
this endowment pro-
vides seed money
for start-up projects
at the University.  

With a major gift
in 1996, the foun-
dation made it
possible for UHD
to assemble large
groups of people
for lectures and
arts perfor-
mances through
construction of
the 400-seat
Wilhelmina

Cullen Robertson Auditorium.
Gifts also supported creation of the
Technology Teaching and Learning
Center, which trains UHD faculty and
staff on how to make best use of
computer technology in the classroom
setting.

The most recent gift from the
Foundation supports the UHD Cullen
Center for Excellence in Teaching
and Learning.  The program pro-
motes interdisciplinary activities that
examine student learning styles so
that strategies can be developed to
enhance teaching effectiveness.

Welch Foundation
The Welch Foundation is a legacy to
the world from Robert Alonzo Welch,
a self-made man with a strong sense
of responsibility to humankind, an
enthusiastic respect for chemistry and
a deep love for his adopted state of
Texas.  Mr. Welch came to Houston
as a youth and later made his fortune
in oil and minerals.  The foundation
is one of the United States’ oldest

and largest private funding sources
for basic chemical research.

The foundation recognized the impor-
tant role that UHD plays in develop-
ing young scientists.  In 1994, the
foundation began supporting UHD’s
Department of Chemistry through
research grants that have been used
in large part to fund the Center for
Applied Polymer Science Research.

“Much of the money has been used
for student research scholarships,”
said Dr. Byron Christmas, center
director and associate professor of
chemistry. “Some funds have also
been used to acquire important 
instrumentation that we use in our
research.”

El Paso Corporate Foundation
Beginning with its first gift in 1985,
the El Paso Corporate Foundation
has given unstinting support to UH-
Downtown.

One program with particularly high
impact has been El Paso’s funding of
the Jefferson Davis Scholarship
Program.  Targeted toward students
from the near Northside high school
with limited ability to pay for a col-
lege education, the program has
contributed to a profound increase in
the numbers of college-bound gradu-
ates during the past decade from
Jefferson Davis High School.

Over the years, El Paso Corporate
Foundation also has funded depart-
mental grants, campus development
and library development, a lecture
series, student service programs, and
Red Rose Scholarships.

Houston Endowment
Houston Endowment Inc. has a
record of support at UH-Downtown
that befits its standing as one of the

leading philanthropic institutions of 
its kind in the southwest region of the
United States.  

The endowed Jesse H. Jones and
Mary Gibbs Jones Scholarship has
provided financial resources for quali-
fying UHD students since 1980.
Through a series of major gifts since
1995, Houston Endowment has
enabled an important land purchase
for the University, construction of the
Jesse H. Jones Student Life Center,
restoration of the Willow Street Pump
Station, and start-up funding for the
Learners Community and the Master
of Arts in Teaching degree program.
The most recent grant from Houston
Endowment Inc. will help establish a
university-wide Distinguished Faculty
Award.

Shell Oil Company Foundation
The Shell Oil Company Foundation
has been deeply involved with the
College of Science and Technology
at UH-Downtown.

The Foundation was a significant
partner in launching the Science
Learning Center and the Science and
Technology Demonstration Laboratory
at the University.  Both facilities are
heavily used by students and faculty.
Teachers from area school districts
routinely come to UH-Downtown for
specialized instruction in these labs
that will update and improve their
skills in science education.  The labs
also have been instrumental in lever-
aging other major gifts for the univer-
sity from federal agencies and other
funding partners.

The Shell Mentor Scholars Program
established a structure of peer men-
tors within the College of Science
and Technology.  The program was
an important precursor to the
Scholars Academy, a comprehensive
learners community for students in sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and
mathematics at UH-Downtown.

“At UHD, I found a vital institution with a top notch and committed body of faculty and staff, as well as a highly diverse group
of students who made it clear by their efforts and their attitudes that they expected to attain an education of excellence.”—Dr. George Magner, interim president 1991-1992

“I began teaching there around 1976.  Oher businesses shared the twin buildings with us....

I also remember very well that we had elevator operators who were very efficient in getting us

to our floors with smiles and greetings to boot!...Every now and then I see former students who

make me proud to have been part of their UHD experience.”
—Dr. Margaret Hebert, Professor Emeritus

Donor Recognition
UHD’s Life-long Friends
“For thirty years, UH-Downtown has played a significant role in developing Houston.  Through education, it has aided in creating leaders, 
role models and influential citizens for our community.  Working downtown, I have witnessed the growth of this university into a successful
‘institution of excellence,’ and I hope it continues building dreams and establishing opportunities for its students and our society.”

Houston City Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem Carol Alvarado
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The O’Kane Gallery hosted
exhibits this fall ranging in interest
from the historical to the eloquent.
Walter Cotton: Painting Histories
featured a rare one-person exhibi-
tion by Texas artist Walter Cotton,
1892-1978.

In Hsien-Ya Wang: Works on
Nature, former Taiwanese Air
Force pilot Colonel Hsien-Ya
Wang’s Chinese landscape and
floral paintings reflect an uplifting
style often focusing on ethereal
subjects.  After retirement in the
1970s, Wang began developing

Audiences at the O’Kane Theatre were
treated to a good dose of Black Coffee,
by Agatha Christie.  The three-act spy
thriller was first produced in London in
1930, featuring the well-known character
Hercule Poirot.

Coming to the theatre this spring: The
Mandrake by Niccolo Machiavielli, part
of UHD’s spring arts festival.  The satirical
play, written between 1512 and 1520, 
is about a man who, as a ruse, uses a
mandrake plant to seduce the young and
beautiful wife of an elderly fool.
Performances are April 1-9.

At right:  Dr. Hsiao-Ming Wang (from left), assistant chair of UHD’s Criminal Justice Department, is proud
that his father, artist Hsien-Ya Wang, is exhibiting works at the O’Kane Gallery.  Dr. Wang’s mother, Chen-
Hwa Hsu, is glad to be in the States to visit with her grandson, Wei Chen “Mark” Wang (right), a student
majoring in international business at UH-Downtown.

Tapp-ing into Fitness
Fitness both for the body and the mind.  That’s the 
inspiration for fitness expert Teresa Tapp’s annual visit 
to UH-Downtown to generate funds for the T-Tapp
Scholarship endowment for UHD students.

Internationally known, Tapp travels extensively to share
her exercise regimen based on principles of exercise
physiology, a high aerobic workout with no jumping or
use of weights.  The program focuses on inch loss, 
rather than weight loss.

T-Tapp is a physical therapy, “less is more” approach
to fitness that delivers muscle density rather than
bulk.  The exercise movements appear very simple
but are quite complex.

A T-Tapp Wellness Weekend is scheduled for
February 17-20, including a variety of work-
outs and seminars.  Tapp will share health and
wellness information at a free “Yes You
Can” seminar on Thursday, February 17,
in UHD’s Wilhelmina Cullen Robertson
Auditorium.  While attendance is
free, you’re asked to pre-register.
More information is available
at www.t-tapp.com, or
at 877 TAPP FIT.

Art created in 

his drawing talent and moved into 
traditional styles.  He currently
teaches and exhibits his works
extensively.  This is Wang’s first
U.S. show and it will be in the
gallery through December 16.

The O’Kane Gallery has provided
the university and downtown 
community with diverse offerings 
of artistic expression since 1974.
The gallery is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday and is
located on the third floor of the
One Main Building.



Another landmark in UHD’s
anniversary year is the
grand opening of the
Willow Street Pump Station.
Built in 1902 as part of
Houston’s earliest municipal
utility system, the facility is a
striking example of historic
preservation and adaptive
re-use.  UHD has made it
available for community use
as a conference and exhibi-
tion space.

Barry Mandel, president and CEO of the
Houston Downtown Alliance, booked the facil-

ity for the annual
Pinnacle Breakfast
sponsored by
HDA’s Emerging
Leaders program.
“As an organiza-

tion that promotes downtown Houston, we
were delighted to hold our event in a loca-
tion that represents a significant chapter in
the development of our city,” said Mandel.

UHD’s commitment to Willow Street’s historic
integrity has earned a place on the
National Register of
Historic Places.
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Left: Morgan Dunn
O’Connor, chair of the UH
System Board of Regents,
speaks at the grand 
opening of the Commerce
Street Building.

Above: Beth Robertson, former chair of the
UH System Board of Regents and a member
of the UHD President’s Advisory Council,
brought greetings from the community at the
annual President’s Report to the Community.

Right: Houston Police Chief Harold Hurtt is 
interested in academic programs offered through
the College of Public Service, housed in the new
Commerce Street Building.

Above: U.S. Representative
Gene Green and Yolanda
Londoño, JPMorgan Chase,
were briefed on the “state
of the university” at the
annual report breakfast.

State Representative Garnet Coleman saluted UH-Downtown for a 30-year history of providing
educational access and opportunity.

Left: Harris County
Commissioner Sylvia Garcia,
right,  joined UHD for the
opening of the new building.
At left is Trina Fowlkes,
Wachovia Bank officer and a
College of Business advisory
board member at UHD.


