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Introduction
A high school dropout

A non-traditional student

A graduate from the 
University of Houston-
Downtown

A graduate of Texas State 
University

A Historic Preservation 
Specialist for TxDOT



Introduction
A history nerd

A vinyl collector

A freelance actor

A meme guy

A pro wrestling fan

A quirky historian, just like you!

My favorite movie is Titanic

My favorite band is the Beatles

My favorite book is Catching Fire



Oral History

https://cdm17006.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/search/searchterm/jason%20rivas/page/1


Grad School Life



Cemetery Preservation

https://www.thc.texas.gov/blog/tale-two-cemeteries
https://issuu.com/texashistoricalcommission/docs/issuu_medallion_fall_2019/12
https://www.thc.texas.gov/blog/curious-case-camptown-cemetery


Cemetery Preservation

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?hl=en&mid=15i4wN8XjBAphKdIxYpJZaqgwqGYJKuCL&ll=28.072894063073324,-97.564242921875&z=8


Historical Markers

https://atlas.thc.state.tx.us/
https://atlas.thc.state.tx.us/


Digital Programming

https://fb.watch/9JteteuAnV/


Teaching Assistant



Phi Alpha Theta:
At the movies



Thesis – explores the relationship 
between the federal government and 

Hollywood in creating an artificial 
memory of the WWII



TxDOT
Historic 

Preservation 
Specialist

 Intake Historian for 
20 of 25 Districts

 Government work 
involves NHPA, 
Section 106, & 
Antiquities Code

 Desktop research to 
become proficient 
in whatever 
historical field 

 Writing for both the 
public and your 
peers

 Customer Service



 Why do I grad school?

 How do I pay for school?

 What’s the difference between
grad and undergrad school?

 How do I prepare for the 
application
process?

 The secret to time management 
is…

 Crap, it’s almost time to start the 
process.
Am I ready?

 Is it worth it?

 The secret to managing stress 
is…

 Your Moment of Zen



Why do I grad school?
 First generation in my family

 Central American heritage

 All my siblings have graduated from 
college

 Public memory, oral history, Texas 
history, Historic Preservation

 I’m interested in working in the public 
sector

 I want to be an example for other 
nontraditional students



How do I pay for 
school?

“Cheap is good. Free is better.”

Internal Funding

External Funding

FAFSA

https://www.gradcollege.txstate.edu/funding.html
https://www.salliemae.com/student-loans/graduate-school-information/graduate-school-scholarships/?mod=article_inline
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/graduate-professional-funding-info.pdf


Undergrad
12 hours fulltime

Large classrooms
Limited availability from 

professor
Many classes are survey-based
Lecture-driven, revolves around 

labs
Classroom-focused

Flexibility to take part in 
extracurricular activities
Four years (give or take)

Graduate
Nine hours fulltime
Small classrooms

More accessibility with your 
professor

Seminar-based discussions
Readings and/or project-driven

Real world-driven
Limited time for extracurricular 

activities
Two years (give or take)

What’s the difference between grad and undergraduate 
school?



How do I prepare for the 
application process?

• Career services

• Whether to Attend 

• Deciding on a School 

• Application Requirements 

• Graduate College

• What program are you interested in?

• Apply Texas

• Funding (I listed it twice for a reason)

• Graduate College Resources

• Tips and Advice on grad schooling from 

Your Undergrad professors and Current 

grad students

• Preparing for the GRE

https://www.careerservices.txstate.edu/students/gradschool.html
https://www.gradcollege.txstate.edu/
https://www.gradcollege.txstate.edu/students/resources.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=gre+practice+test&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS846US846&oq=GRE+&aqs=chrome.3.69i57j0l3j69i60l2.3847j1j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


The secret to time 
management is…
 There is no secret
 You will be stressed
 You will question why 

you grad school
 There is no “across the 

board” answer
 That’s okay, though, 

don’t let it consume 
you

 Remember that your 
mental health should 
ALWAYS be your 
priority

 Plan, Prioritize, 
Organize

 Find your social circle



Crap, it’s almost time to 
start the process. Am I 

ready?
Believe in yourself

Don’t be afraid to reach out for help

Develop a rapport with your professors

Learn the GRAD COLLEGE WEBSITE

Find out every application requirement

Set personal deadlines

Develop a game plan that fits your lifestyle

Attend Graduate program seminars

Ask yourself, “is it worth it?”



Is it worth it?
That depends on your future 
prospects in life. Grad school is an 
investment, so be sure you are 
capable to make the investment. 
There are risks to grad schooling, 
but the right investment will provide 
the most fruitful gains.

Grad school is worth it for me 
because it has provided me with 
opportunities previously 
unavailable to me. I have interned 
in the public sector, written 
published articles, and developed 
relationships that are both fruitful in 
the career and social sectors of life.



Your Moment of Zen
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