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Session Outline

Introductions and Orientation

Importance of Accessibility

Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

Discussion: Identifying Accessible Content

How Accessibility Improves Instruction

Activity: Canvas Clean-Up with Ally

Additional Resources and Takeaways



Our Team
Dr. Gregory Dement 
Executive Director, CTLE

Fabiola Vacatoledo 
Instructional Designer, CTLE

Dr. Yolany Lagos-Banks 
Instructional Designer, CTLE

Courtney Banks 

Graphic Designer, CTLE

This is a Hands-On Workshop:
Pull out your devices (laptop preferred)

Login to a working Canvas course

Resource Page | bit.ly/ctle_llw

At Your Tables:
• UDL framework
• Canvas Accessibility Tips from the CTLE
• Not Accessible Syllabus Example

Introductions and Orientation



Why is Accessibility Important?

Inclusivity and 
Equal Opportunity

Equal access to all 
students regardless 
of their ability.

Enhanced Learning 
Experience

Improve overall 
educational experience.

More organized and 
consistent content.

Compliance

As an Institution we 
want to comply with 
the law.

=



Universal Design for Learning



Table Discussion
Activity: Identify accessibility errors in this example.

Bonus: Can you identify which UDL principle it connects to?

5 minutes



Document Accessibility Issues
1

Error # Error Type

1 There aren't headings in the document

2 Color Contrast

3 All caps and color contrast

4 Different fonts all over document

5 Non-descriptive link

6 Bolded and underlined text can be 
confused as a link

2

3
4
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Document Accessibility Issues

Error # Error Type

7 All Caps

8 Table headings missing

9 Color to indicate meaning and 
color contrast

7

8

9



Common Accessibility Errors

Headings in Documents.

Alt text for images.

Tables missing headings.

Color Contrast - Color used to convey meaning.

Textbook scans.



Accessibility in Course Planning and Design

Accessible 
Syllabus

Course 
Mapping

Consistent 
Course Design

Course 
Organization



Accessibility in Course Materials

Create materials following accessible practices.

Use the LMS built-in accessibility features.

Use a variety of course materials.

Use materials that are accessible. 



Inaccessible Course Design

1. Homepage 
isn't setup.

2. Long Navigation 
Panel.

3. Modules used as 
a file repository.



Accessible Course Design

Setup a Homepage 
with information to 
guide students 
where to start.



Accessible Course Design

1. Short navigation 
menu to guide 
learners' access.

2. Smaller module 
with instructions 
per each section.



Accessible Course Design

1. Provide with a 
content overview.

2. Embed videos in 
the content pages 
to reduce clicks.

3. Provide 
instructions and 
embed the module 
readings. 



Accessible Course Design

1. Provide a Start 
Here Module.

2. Provide Student 
Resources.

3. State early 
course 
expectations.



Ally in Canvas

• Ally scans files in your course.

• Ally identifies accessibility issues in the files.

• Ally can help you solve some 

accessibility issues.

• After working on Ally, we need to wait for an 

updated score.

• Ally cannot resolve all accessibility issues.



Activity
Canvas-clean up with Ally



AI & Universal Design for Learning

LUDIA (Stark & Rostan, 2024)  is a 
chatbot created as a UDL partner.

LUDIA chatbot has been trained to be a 
SME in UDL.

Can help suggesting activities linked to 
the UDL guidelines.

https://secure.smore.com/n/vcpmk-ludia
https://poe.com/Iudia


Resources

• Importance of Accessibility

• Document Set Up in Word/ PPT/ Adobe CC

• Creating Accessible PDFs

• Testing Accessibility

• WCAG Guidance

LinkedIn Learning 

Creating Accessible PDFs

Checking & Fixing PDFs for Accessibility
Checking & Fixing PDFs for Accessibility using 
Adobe Acrobat DC

https://www.linkedin.com/learning/creating-accessible-pdfs-14445392?u=74653834
https://digitalstrategy.unt.edu/clear/teaching-resources/accessibility/checking-fixing-pdfs-accessibility.html
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