
UHD 
Faculty Senate 

Minutes recorded by: Trevor S. Hale 

Date and Time: March 24, 2015 2:30 PM 

Room Number: A300 

 

Attendance: Susan Henney (President), Ryan Pepper (President-Elect) Trevor Hale (Past-

President/Secretary), Jillian Hill, Jane Creighton, Plamen Simeonov, Rachna Sadana, Ruth Johnson, 

Claude Rubinson, Steven Coy, Angela Lopez Pedrana, Charles Smith, Dvijesh Shastri, Bernardo Pohl, 

Cindy Stewart, Jonathan Davis, Kendra Mhoon, Judith Quander, Utpal Bose, Steve Zhou, Hsiao-Ming 

Wang, Katharine Jager 

Guests: Jerry Johnson, Chief Boyle, Lucy Bowen, Lisa Berry, Ed Hugetz, David Bradley, Vida Robertson, 

Michelle Moosally, Johanna Schmertz 

Regrets: N/A 

Absent: Sam Penkar, Susan Baker, Pat Williams, Maria Benavides, Kirk Hagen 

Call to Order: 2:36 PM 

Meeting minutes: Minutes postponed till April 7th meeting. 

Review of previous action items: N/A 

Meeting Proceedings:  

  



Presentation on Texas Curriculum Assessment Guidelines by Dr. Vida Robertson:  

1. Dr. Robertson gave a presentation on core assessment: 

a. All but one band (mathematics) is assessed four times. 

b. Dr. Robertson’s presentation slides are included below. 

 

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

 

  



A Senator asked if faculty have to design assignments so as to fit this model. 

Answer: No. Faculty are to do as they already do.  It will be the job of the 

Core Assessment committee to see if an assignment fits the rubric. 

A Senator asked if those faculty who teach outside the core will be affected by 

this. 

Answer: No. 

A Senator asked when the samples will be collected. 

Answer: Fall 2015. 

A Senator asked after the samples are collected if the rubrics be revised. 

Answer: Yes. 

A Senator asked if each special assignment has to have a 1 to 1 mapping. 

Answer: Great question.  Best answer is it will depend on the 

assignment. 

A Senator asked how the course were chosen. 

Answer: By the course catalog description. 

 

Presentation from Dr. Jerry Johnson, Chair of the Faculty Affairs Committee:  

1. Dr. Jerry Johnson gave an update on the efforts of the Faculty Affairs Committee (FAC). 

a. For the academic year, FAC was charged with updating the Faculty  

b. Annual Evaluation Policy, the Rank and Tenure policy, the Non-reappointment 

policy, and the Grievance policy. 

i. The revision of the Faculty Annual Evaluation policy is finished. Two main 

issues remain with the remaining three policies: 

1. A “realignment” is necessary as the three policy are not in 

agreement in places. 

2. The perception that grievances have become ipso facto second rank 

and tenure decision. 

ii. FAC has recently met with FSEC with a draft of the proposed changes of the 

Rank and Tenure policy which contains its own set of grievance procedures. 

iii. There still needs to be a large, faculty wide discussion on what is greiveable 

and where the grievance procedures for different types of grievances should 



be housed (e.g., should Non-reappointment even be grieveable and, if so, 

should it have its own set of procedures for grieving?). 

A Senator asked how many Rank and Tenure decisions have led to grievances? 

Answer: (Provost Hugetz) 12 out of the last 99. 

 

New Business:  

1. Faculty Senate President-elect Ryan Pepper asks the Provost what was going on with 

changing the date of spring commencement from May 21 to May 20 and then, a few days 

later, changing it back to May 21. 

Answer: (Provost Hugetz) It was handled poorly from all sides.  Originally wanted 

May 10 but that was Mother’s Day.  Looked at May 16 and 17 but the Astros 

were playing.  Settled and announced Saturday May 21 as commencement…but 

that was Memorial Day weekend.  So it was changed to Friday May 20.  That led 

to significant pressure from graduating seniors and it was ultimately changed 

back to Saturday May 21. 

 

Next meeting:  

The next meeting of the Faculty Senate is April 7th. 

 

Action Items: 

 Activity Responsibility Date of 

Completion 

1    

2    

3    

 

Adjourn:  

Adjournment by acclimation at 4:02 PM. 

 

 


