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Rubrics as an Instructional Strategy 

1.  Alignment of assignment and rubric

2.  Rubrics as an instructional tool



Background

• A+CE-designated UHD 1303 (life & physical 
sciences) Freshman Seminar

– Biology of Food, Biology of Women, Strangers 
Among Us: The Human Microbiome

• Require a critical thinking  Signature 
Assignment; submitted student artifacts will be 
assessed with the AACU Value Rubric



Alignment of assignment and rubric

SLO 1: Students will be able to analyze community issues with respect to different
perspectives, theories, or solutions.



Alignment of assignment and rubric

SLO 2: Students will be able to identify or design creative strategies to address an
aspect of a community issue.



Alignment of assignment and rubric

Major projects/themes for the Signature 
Assignment in UHD 1303:

• Research breast cancer

• Research societal challenges associated with 
modern agricultural systems

• Research and then explain the accurate 
science behind a commonly held, but 
scientifically incorrect, belief about the course 
topic.



Alignment of assignment and rubric

What is the issue regarding…

What are the reasons that people believe and spread 
information that is not scientifically sound?

How did you seek and research….

Compare and contrast divergent ideas…

Describe your novel method to promote…

Explain the role of inaccurate science in our society.

Rubric Assignment
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Rubrics as an instructional tool

Give rubric to students ahead of time:

• Supports self-evaluation

• Creates self-directed learners



Rubrics as an instructional tool

SLO 2: Students will be able to identify or design creative strategies to address an
aspect of a community issue.



Rubrics as an instructional tool



Rubrics as an instructional tool

• Synthesizes ideas/solutions into a coherent 
whole. Connects the role of the myth to 
the perpetuation of inaccurate information 
outside the field of science.  

• Articulates incorrect or illogical connections 
among ideas or solutions.           Does not 
explain the role of the myth in society.



Rubrics as an instructional tool



Rubrics as an instructional tool

• Organizes evidence to reveal important patterns, 
differences, or similarities related to focus.
Organizes evidence to reveal basic similarities or 
differences or patterns.

• Lists evidence, but it is not organized and/or is 
unrelated to focus. Evidence is not 
presented or organized poorly so that difference, 
similarities or patterns are not determined
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 Simplified rubrics will be shared with other faculty 
members through the Center for Teaching and 
Learning Excellence.


