Student Run Since

Yolume One

MATELINE

Monday November 30, 2020 | Vol. 65, Iss. 7

In This Issue............
Galor Life......cverrerrereerenneees 2
NEWS.eorrreeteerrereerereeseesenens 6
Arts and Entertainment.......9
OPINIONS....eoveerreeerrereeennne 10

Faculty Profile:
Natacha Poggio

see Gator Life, Page 3

UHD Marachi Band
amplifies culture

see Galor Life, Page 4

Styles iconic cover

sparks COIltI'OVBI'SY
see A&E, Page 9

[ helped a COVID-19
positive voler

see Opinions, Page 10

UHD celebrates Green Mountai

Energy’s sustamability grant

By Indira Zaldivar

The UHD &
Green Mountain Energy
Sun Club Virtual Solar
Celebration on Nov. 17
spotlighted Green Moun-
tain Energy’s sustainabil-
ity grant towards a new
54-panel, ground mount,
solar array with batter-
ies on campus and re-
search-grade photosynthe-
sis equipment for student
and faculty research.

The CST building
is the first LEED gold-cer-
tified building in the Uni-
versity of Houston System.
A previous gift from Green
Mountain Energy funded
the construction of two
labs in the CST Building.
This recent gift amounts
to roughly $250,000 and
furthers green initiatives
on campus. The solar array
will be installed adjacent
to the White Oak Bayou
and the south side of the
CST Building to optimize
its visibility to people in
the community. After the
installation of the solar ar-
ray, the Environmental lab
and first floor biology lab
will run on solar energy.

J. Akif Uzman,
Ph.D., UHD professor of
biology and biochemistry,
and dean of the College of
Sciences and Technology
said that the array also
serves as an educational
resource for students and
faculty. The data collect-
ed on energy capture, its
conversion from light to
electricity, and its usage
will be available to stu-

dents and faculty in real
time.

“This iconic piece
of renewable energy along
with several other engi-
neering features of the
Sciences and Technology
Building prominently dis-
play and model sustainable
energy and materials used
to our local community,”
Azmin said. “It demon-
strates UHD’s commit-
ment to pursue sustainabil-
ity in urban spaces.”

Michael Tobin,
Ph.D., associate professor
of natural sciences at UHD
said during the celebration
that the research-grade
photosynthesis equipment
will help engage the stu-
dents in plant biology and
research projects. Ange-
linda Maldonado is among
the students at UHD who
are already reaping the
benefits of this equipment
on campus. Maldonado
said she has measured
the photosynthetic rate of
leaves amid variables such
as light changes.

Other students
shared during the celebra-
tion how this grant also
perpetuates the legacy of
the Center for Urban Agri-
culture and Sustainability
in their lives and commu-
nities.

Marina Zafiris,
data science student at
UHD and Spring 2020
Support Undergraduate
Sustainable Technology
and Agricultural Needs
Scholar recounted how she
and her team of three other

students, designed and
developed a mushroom
incubator. Zafiris said the
mushroom incubator could
streamline and optimize
food production of mush-
rooms.

“l was able to
employ and expand my
understanding of real time
censored data manage-
ment, interfaced design,
and scientific visualiza-
tion,” Zafiris said. “In
addition to scientific
growth, the SUSTAIN pro-
gram taught me vital skills
and task orientation and
collaboration, especially
when we transitioned to
an online format due to
COVID-19.”

Green Mountain
Energy has summed to
the list of UHD’s grantors
that are making a lasting
impact in the legacy of
sustainability in the lives
of UHD students and thus,
communities in Houston.
The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is also an im-
portant grantor that funded

the new curriculum of
cross-disciplinary stud-
ies for the CUAS which
is part of the CST.

Lisa Morano,

Ph.D., professor of
biology and microbiolo-
gy, and director of CUAS
said that the future of
sustainability is cross-dis-
ciplinary. That is why
it is important for UHD
students from all majors
to join programs offered
by CST and CUAS to
learn how to implement
and lead green initiatives
towards a more sustainable
world.

“We can collect all
the data we want, but that
doesn’t mean we’re going
to change people’s minds,”
Morano said. “We need
art; we need psychology;
we need to think about
the sustainability triangle
which is economics, social
stability, and the environ-
ment. If we just focus on
one area, we will never
make any progress.”

For more informa-
tion about the programs
offered by CUAS such as
SUSTAIN Scholars, Eco-
Reps, and UHD s Garden-
ing Project visit the Center
for Urban Agriculture and

Sustain-
ability
and Col-
lege of
Sciences
and
Tech-
nology
official

websites.

(ollege of Sciences & Technology pending the installation of a solar array
made possible by the Green Mountain Energy Sun (lub. Image credit: Indira

Zaldivar.
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Retraction Notice

In the previous issue, Vol. 65 Iss. 6, published Nov. 13, The Dateline published
a statement in “Faculty Senate Update” regarding Dr. Duncan’s desire for the creation
of a master’s program in Technical Communication at UHD. The Dateline retracts this
statement, as Dr. Duncan was referring to the desire for technical communication doc-
toral program to be created at UHD, not a master’s program. In fact, a TCOM mas-
ter’s program already exists at UHD, and it was the first master’s program at offered at

the university.

In the same issue in “Did you know...?” The Dateline published a statement
about the number of COVID-19 related deaths in Harris County, noting 19,000 deaths.
The Dateline retracts this statement as this was the number of COVID-19 related
deaths in the entire state of Texas, not only Harris County. The number of COVID-19
related deaths in Harris County is approximately 2,975, as of Nov. 25.

Local Business Spotlight
Axelrad Beer Garden

By Jeremy Barrientos

Patio weather is
something every Hous-
tonian looks forward to,
and now that the tempera-
ture has dropped below
85 degrees, Axelrad Beer
Garden offers one of the
best patios in town. Lo-
cated less than 10 minutes
from the University of
Houston-Downtown, on
the corner of Alabama and
Almeda Road, Axelrad
opened in January 2016 as
a neighborhood watering
hole known for its variety
of beers on tap. Since then,
Axelrad has transformed
into one of the most
vibrant and entertaining
establishments that mix
Houston’s culture and art
scene.

Founded by Adam
Brackman, Monte Large,
and Jeff Kaplan, Axelrad
occupies a historic 100
year-old building with an
immense outdoor patio
and seating area. Known
for its abundance of
hammocks, Axelrad is the
perfect setting to relax,
drink your favorite bev-
erage, and listen to live
music. The pet friendly
beer garden offers more
than a hundred drink op-
tions and shares the space
with Luigi’s Pizzeria and
Retrospect Coffee.

Since Axelrad
has grown in popularity,
the owners teamed with

Wonky Power Records for
event and concert man-
agement, which provides
Houston’s best musicians
with a place to perform.
Axelrad’s outdoor patio
has a large stage as well as
two smaller indoor stages
for bands and performers.
They host musicians of

all genres including jazz,
soul, blues, Latinx, indie,
electronic, experimental,
world, ska, punk, pop,
rock, and even classical.
The event space also hosts
video art pieces, film
screenings, festivals, and
even yard sales.

The recent pan-
demic forced the temporar-
ily closure of Axelrad for
several months, but that
did not stop the owners
and management from
thinking outside the box.
Axelradio is a live virtual
music series that offers
streaming performances
of the musicians, DJs, and
other artists struggling
during the pandemic. Axel-
radio both entertains bored
citizens of the pandemic,
while supporting strug-
gling artists by streaming
their music and accepting
donations on their behalf.
Axelrad Drive-In Rooftop
Concerts were also hosted
during the temporary clo-
sure. At Axelrad’s Rooftop
Concerts bands performed
from the roof of the build-

ing, people watched (and
social distanced) from the
parking lot below.
Axelrad has officially
reopened for business with
certain health and safety
measures to combat the
spread of COVID-19.

They are currently
taking reservations for
their indoor and outdoor
seating areas, but walk-ins
are more than welcome
if the space is available.
Axelrad’s daily and week-
ly events, such as movie
nights, local markets,
and jazz Wednesdays,
have also resumed. They
will also continue to host
monthly events like Latin
night every third Sunday,
Cumbia night every sec-
ond Friday, and vinyl night
every first Thursday.

To keep up to date
with events, Axelrad has
a social calendar on their
website page and update
their social media pages
frequently.

For more informa-
tion, follow Axelrad on In-
stagram @axelradhouston
or swing by 1517 Alabama
St., Houston, Texas 77004.
Call ahead for reserva-
tions at 713.597.8800.
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Faculty Spotlight
Professor Natacha Poggio

By Indira Zaldivar

A social impact
design strategist, Assistant
Professor Natacha Poggio,
M.F.A., teaches courses in
graphic design at UHD.
Through her Graphic
Design Il course, Gators
designed a voter engage-
ment flyer for the 2020
presidential election.

The students’
designs were displayed
on the official Instagram
account of Voter Engage-
ment in the Classroom, a
nationwide collaboration
among professors and
lectures which shares the
celebration of student
work.

“Regardless of
citizenship status, this
voting engagement project
allows students to contrib-
ute their voices and leads
to a greater sense of social
responsibility,” Poggio
told the Voter Engagement
in the Classroom.

Poggio is a proud
Latina, born in Argenti-
na. She graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in fine
arts from the University of
Buenos Aires in Argentina.
She also holds a Master
of Fine Arts in Experience
Design from the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin.

While Poggio be-
lieves that the core right of
citizenship is the ability to
vote and elect our leaders,
she was denied this right
when she moved to the
U.S. Poggio said she had
to wait 17 years to become
a U.S. naturalized citizen
and be able to vote again.
Sarah Ramirez, fine arts
student at UHD, is cur-
rently enrolled in Graphic
Design Il taught by Pog-
gio. Ramirez said this was
her first voter-engagement
design and that Poggio’s
course has opened graphic
design skills she had no

idea she had. Voter En-
gagement in the Classroom
featured her design on
Instagram. Ramirez active-
ly shares social-advocacy
content on Instagram.

She said she can’t wait

to use the lessons learned
in Poggio’s classroom

in the future. Ramirez

also explained the reason
behind “Your Vote Counts
Always” on her flyer.

“It came from an
individual | talked to who
said that it didn’t matter if
they voted or not because
things were always going
to be bad,” Ramirez said.
“I took that skepticism and
switched it around a bit.

I know things are not al-
ways going to be amazing,
but voting is just a step
further into the right direc-
tion. Things will always
take time.”

Ramirez shared
she wanted to illustrate
people of color in her
design because she comes
from a family of Latinx
roots; Nicaraguan mother
and Mexican father. She
also said she grew up in a
diverse area in Houston
“I literally grew up in
many walks of life,”
Ramirez said. “It
only made sense
to show that
everyone needs
to contribute to
voting.”

In this
COVID-19 area,
civic-engage-
ment organiza-
tions and activ-
ists like Poggio
have recognized
the importance
of sharing vot-
er-engagement
material through
social media to
mobilize civic
duty.

“| try to inspire
students to become more
socially responsible citi-
zens in the world,” Poggio
told Voter Engagement
in the classroom. “Some
decisions are out of our
control, but long-term
decisions we can affect if
we invest in our communi-
ties.”

Outside of the
virtual classroom, Poggio
actively participates in
virtual panels and lectures
as the founder of Design
for Global Change, TEDx
Speaker, and the design
advocacy director for
AIGA Houston. Poggio
IS a two-time recipient of
the ldeas that Matter grant
(2010 and 2014). The sec-
ond project spanned from
2012-2015 where she col-
laborated with cross disci-
plinary experts to produce
education materials of
low-knee amputees. Those
educational materials have
been distributed in Latin
America and Africa.

Professor Natacha
Poggio contributes to
design-advocacy content on
the following Instagram
accounts: (@natachapoggio
@aigahouston

Social-advocale design stralegist, Assistant Professor Nalacha
Poggio, leaches courses in Graphic Design at UHD. Image courte-
sy of Voler Engagement in the (lassroom’s official Inslagram

accounl: @designingthevote.
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Faculty Senate

Update

On Nowv. 17,
following acceptance of
the Nov. 3 Faculty Senate
Meeting minutes, Facul-
ty Senate President, Ron
Beebe, Ph.D., Professor
of Educational Research,
welcomed guest presenter
Pat Ensor, Executive Di-
rector W. 1. Dykes Library.

Ms. Ensor’s dis-
cussion centered around
UHD’s association with
“Elsevier” and its electron-
ic journals system, “Sci-
encedirect”.

Elsevier collects
millions of dollars each
year from universities to
access scholarly journals
through their system and
to access the most recent
data. These are substan-
tial sums particularly if a
party is only interested in
“highest use” journals, or
previous texts.

The largest pub-
lisher of scholarly content,
Elsevier also holds a large
part of the market. Fur-
thermore, if an individual
publishes a paper through
Elsevier, they give up their
rights to their work.

Ms. Ensor present-
ed this information to the
senate to ascertain wheth-
er the faculty wants to
consider not renewing the
contract with the service.
She will reconnect with
the senate as discussions
with Elsevier move for-
ward.

Next on the agen-
da, there were some
follow-ups from teams
that met with Provost Dr.
Eric Carl Link on several
issues.

Regarding course
releases, Dr. Beebe stated
that it was “not a hard sell
to the Provost,” whose
response was, “If you send
me a resolution, I will sign
off on it.”

After some discus-
sion, it was decided that

Dr. Beebe would work up
a short and direct resolu-
tion requesting a course re-
lease in each long semes-
ter for shared governance
committee chairs of the
Faculty Affairs Commit-
tee, the Academic Policy
Committee and University
Curriculum Committee.
Also, the Executive
Committee met with the
Provost the previous week,
and Dr. Beebe called upon
Ed Cueva, Ph.D. to give
an update from that meet-
ing.

During the meet-
ing, Provost Link stated
that there was an initiative
to have a formal program
review process, and that
each department would
undergo a self-study using
external reviewers. The
State of Texas dictates that
such a study should be
accomplished every ten
years, some universities
do so every five, and UHD
typically takes on assess-
ments every seven years.

Dr. Cueva ad-
dressed the Provost with
the question, “What is the
motivation, the reason, for
UHD to engage in the de-
velopment of this policy?”

Responding that
the process would not
launch until 2022, Dr.
Link thought it would be a
good time to undergo the
planning process which
would bring UHD into line
with other universities.

The Executive
Committee discussed this
further following the meet-
ing with Dr. Link. One
concern was how the fac-
ulty would be engaged in a
way that they would “buy
into the process” consider-
ing there is already some
issues surrounding assess-
ments at UHD. Another
concern centered around
the number of faculty, the
hours required as well as
the additional resources.

(ontinued on Gator Life, Page 4
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Dr. Beebe com-
mented that he is not
against a review, but in the
middle of a pandemic may
not be the best time. Nell
Sullivan, Ph.D., comment-
ed that such a study could
be very disruptive and
“maybe we should have a
few guinea pigs to go first.”

This comment
did find some agreement.
Further discussion revolved
around why it is important,
why it is being required
and how it can benefit a
program.

Dr. Sullivan also
brought up the current
issues that she has with
the assessments at UHD,
insomuch as it feels like the
“tail is wagging the dog.”

For instance, there
are essays she is required to
have students write, dictat-
ed by a requirement outside
of the course; a task she
would not ordinarily as-
sign. Considering this, she
continued that there could
be a lot of resentment being
told to conform to some-
one outside the particular
program determining what
the program should require.
Another concern is the ex-
pense of hiring an addition-
al 15 external individuals.
Additionally, there would
need to be an evaluation
process confirming that the
steps recommended are put
into place.

Continuing, Dr.
Beebe mentioned that he
became aware of courses
for which instructors re-
ceive additional pay. Amy
Baird, Assistant Chair and
Associate Professor, Biol-
ogy, offered insight. Some
of the freshman biology
classes offer an additional
hour of support for stu-
dents via Zoom. This has
been beneficial for student
success but hard on faculty.
They do receive addition-
al renumeration for the
additional hour tacked on
creating a four-hour course,

rather than three hours.

On the subject of
student support, it was rec-
ommended that someone
take on the task of working
with General Education
for a resolution to support
ESL (English as a Second
Language) students. Dr.
Franklin Allaire and Dr.
Rupak Rauniar PMP picked
up this task.

As for the remain-
ing issues, the following
individuals were suggested
to assist:

Dr. Cueva sug-
gested that Jerry John-
son, Ph.D. be involved in
discussions surrounding
Teacher Load and An-
ti-Racism. As Vice Pres-
ident of Program Curric-
ulum, Michelle Moosally,
Ph.D. should be kept in
the loop on the process of
Graduate/Doctoral Pro-
grams.

Sandra Dahlberg,
Ph.D., as the university
Omsbud, will be drawn
into the Omsbud policy
which is already being
discussed in the Faculty
Affairs Committee.

It was suggested
that David Bradley, Vice
President of Administration
and Finance, and Mary
Torres, MBA, University
Business Services assist
Candace TenBrink, Ph.D.
with the parking issue. It
was queried about whether
the new wellness build-
ing would have a parking
garage. Dr. Link spoke up
stating that there would not
be a garage, but a parking
lot adjacent to the building
will have approximately
30-40 spaces.

And finally, due
to a conflict with the next
senate meeting occurring at
the same time as the up-
coming Open Forum with
Interim President Antonio
D. Tillis, Ph.D. the next
Faculty Senate Meeting has
been moved to Dec. 8.

By Indira Zaldivar

Despite the pan-
demic, UHD’s mariachi
band, Los Caimanes,
have been in demand in
Houston, representing the
talent of UHD Gators and
roots of Latinx culture.
Los Caimanes debuted
last December for a
performance in honor of
Day of the Dead. Flash
forward to today, they
once again commem-
orated this important
celebration in the Latinx
community worldwide by
joining Grupo de Teatro
Indigo (Indigo Theatre
Group) at Miller Outdoor
Theatre on Oct. 30 for
their annual Day of the
Dead play, “Calavera con
Calavera” (Skulls). This
year’s performance made
history by being the
first local theater group
with Latinx immigrant
members to present an
all-Spanish play (with
English subtitles).

Los Caimanes
accompanied the perfor-
mance with traditional
Mexican songs, such as
“Nadie Es Eterno” (No-
body Is Eternal). Litzy
Rodriguez, trumpetist
with Los Caimanes and
UHD student, has played
since the group’s first
informational session
in September 2019. She
said she resonated with
the story of “Calavera
Con Calavera” because
“it’s not always the same
saying goodbye to fam-
ily members from over
here.”

Rodriguez added
that this performance was
a good experience on
what it is to be backstage
and be a part of a cast
such as GTI and Funda-
cion Latino Americana
de Accion Social.

“It felt like the

real deal not just as a
Latina but as an immi-
grant,” Rodriguez said.
“It was truly an honor

to be a part of this and
representing our culture
and showing people what
these traditions mean to
us.”

Director and Ar-
ranger of Los Caimanes,
Jose Manuel Vazquez,
also said that the Miller
Outdoor Theater per-
formance was special
for him because it was
watched in Mexico.
Vazquez told The Date-
line that Miller Outdoor
Theater has requested an-
other stellar appearance
in the future (stay tuned
for details).

Los Caimanes
continued the Day of the
Dead celebration on Nov.
1 with another perfor-
mance, this time at Tal-
ento Bilingue. However,
those were only two of
the many hit appearanc-
es. From amplifying the
Latinx culture to mobiliz-

UHD’s Mariachi Los Caimanes
amplifies Latix culture

have been in demand
despite the pandemic.

Their live perfor-
mances at H-Town Votes
Live on Oct. 23 and 24
are available through the
official Facebook page
and YouTube channel
of Soalz Media. FOX26
also featured their per-
formance of the classic
mariachi song “Mariachi
Loco” from the Wil-
helmina Cullen Robert-
son Auditorium early
in November. Jeftrey
Tijerina, violinist for Los
Caimanes and UHD stu-
dent, shared with FOX26
Broadcaster Isiah Carey
that the mariachi band
has brought them togeth-
er even in isolation.

“We started this
as an exercise in our
passion and what we
love, and it turned into
something much bigger,”
he added. “It’s been real
good for the Hispanic
community as well as
celebrating our culture
within the United States.”

ing voters, Los Caimanes  (ontinued on Gator Life, Page 5
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“lLos Caimanes,” UHD’S mariachi band, performs live for a feature broadcasted by FOX26.
Image courtesy of Jose Manuel Vasquez, director of Los (aimanes.

Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza National Vocalist Competition Finalist, Jimmy Arredondo of
“los (aimanes.” Image courtesy of Jose Manuel Vasquez.
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New BLS report sheds light on the job search s

Although the
number of people
collecting unem-
ployment benefits
has steadily fallen
since the spring,
non-farm employ-
ment in October was
below its February
level by 10.1 million,
according to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Meanwhile,
the number of job
openings in Septem-
ber 2020 was 566,000
less, compared to
September 2019 (not
seasonally adjusted).

More people
entering the labor
market, amid fewer
positions available
overall, and against
the backdrop of a
shaky global econ-
omy because of the
ongoing pandem-
ic, suggests tough,
bewildering times for
the job seeker.

“It’s just
that uncertainty that
makes you wonder,
and it kind of makes
your nervous,” ex-
pressed Faiza Yusuf,
a second-year MBA
candidate at UHD,
about the job search.

Job seekers
may then greet with
glee the latest BLS
report by research

“los Caimanes” violinist, Jeffrey Tijerina, speaks to FOX26 Broadcaster Isiah Carey on Nov. 5 at Wilhelmina Cullen
Robertson Audilorium. Image Courlesy of Jose Manuel Vasquez, director and arranger of Los Caimanes.

economists Michael
Dalton and Jeffrey
Groen, who have ex-
amined 2018 data to
extract insight on the
job search. The econ-
omists have clarified
several matters.
First, it remains a
numbers’ game for
job seekers.

“There is a
clear pattern that
more applications
lead to more inter-
views,” they write.
For instance, 38%o0f
those who submitted
1 to 10 job applica-
tions did not achieve
a single interview.
Meanwhile, half of
that, 19%, arrived at
the same result after
submitting 21 to 80
applications.

Yet, no specif-
ic number of submit-
ted applications ever
guaranteed the job
seeker an interview.
About 15 percent of
those who submitted
81 or more applica-
tions never reached
the interview stage.
Odds in the job
seeker’s favor only
improve, the more ap-
plications sent in, not
vanish.

Thereis a
caveat, however. It
appears job seekers’

The University of Houston-Downtown

odds of being offered
a job were 10 per-
centage points higher
when submitting 21
to 80 applications,
than when submitting
81 or more applica-
tions. The economists
cite being less tar-
geted as one of the
reasons for why that
happened. Less is
sometimes more.

The BLS
report also offers
insight for employers.
To delay filling open
positions is known
to be expensive in
every sense of the
word, so few firms
would be pleased to
finally offer a job to
a candidate, only for
that candidate to turn
them down.

In 2018, 23%
of job seekers turned
down offers because
of low wages, 12%
did so because of in-
convenient hours, and
7% did too because of
an inflexible sched-
ule. That amounts
to 4 out of every 10
candidates turning
down job offers on is-
sues that are to some
extent negotiable.
Hence, in order to
save time and mon-
ey, employers could
think twice about

62%

62% of those who submitted
1 - 10 job applications secured
at least one job interview.

‘81%b

81% of those who submitted
20-80 applications secured
at least one job interview

JO Searcrn
SIALISTICS

‘85%’

85% of those who submitted

81 or more applications secured

at least one job interview.

Odds of being offered a job were 10%
higher when submitting 21-80 applications
as compared to submitting 81 or more applications

Quantity of applications is important,
but quality of job applications is also important

When searching for jobs, apply, apply, apply.

But target your applications at those companies

and industries in which your specific skills and
talents will be best recognized and most beneficial.

being rigid.

The data
available to the
economists was not
exhaustive, so the
report leaves certain
considerations unad-
dressed, such as what
additional steps (i.e.
cold outreach, insider
references, etc.) may
matter. Nonetheless,

the report is in line
with the advice that
career coaches have
traditionally prof-
fered.

All the same,
given that the data
was a result of job
seekers waiting no
less than two months
for a call back, there
is at least one con-

By Whitney Barrett

stant between 2018
and 2020: few jobs
are filled speedily.
“What’s the guaran-
tee, after six months
from graduating, |
would find some-
thing?” commented
Yusuf. “So yeah, it is
stressful mentally.”

Mariachi Los Caimanes

(ontinued from Gator Life, Page 1

Not only have
they earned local
acclaim but also na-
tional. Vocalist Jimmy
Arredondo, senior
at UHD, is recog-
nized nationwide as
a finalist for the 26th
Mariachi Vargas Ex-
travaganza National
Vocalist Competition.
Arredondo made it
in the top 10 in the
country and solely
represents the Hous-
ton metropolitan area.

Vazquez said
that details on the
awards show broad-
cast will be posted
soon on Instagram
and Facebook. He
added that he is proud
of the current group
and that he anticipates
high profile gigs for
Los Caimanes in the
future. Vazquez told
the Dateline that a
scholarship opportu-
nity is coming soon.
Stay tuned for mer-

it-based scholarship
opportunities.

Los Caimanes
is currently looking
for violin players.

For more information
email Director Jose
Vazquez at vazquezj@,
uhd.edu. For more
information and

“Los Caimanes”
latest posts follow
@uhdmariachi on
Instagram and official
Facebook page.
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US surpasses 200,000 COVID-19 related deaths

By Keven Balderas

On Nov. 18,
the United States’
COVID-19 death toll
surpassed 250,000.
This occurred only
nine months after the
first death on Ameri-
can soil.

It was orig-
inally believed that
the first death due to
COVID-19 occurred
on Mar. 9, but in
April, officials in San-
ta Clara County, Cal-
ifornia learned that
two individuals had
died of COVID-19 at
least as early as Feb.
6. That means it has
only taken COVID-19
about nine and a half

months to claim the
lives of a quarter of a
million people in the
U.S. alone.

To put that
number in perspec-
tive, the death toll
represents 86% of the
American lives lost
in combat during the
three and a half years
of the U.S. involve-
ment in WWII. It
also represents one
out of every 10 peo-
ple living in the City
of Houston.

The day be-
fore the grim mile-
stone was reached,
Harris County resi-
dents received a text

alert, asking them

to “stop gatherings,
get tested, and wear

a mask” in response
to growing cases of
COVID-19 within the
county. Harris County
Judge Lina Hidalgo
expressed concern
over the growing
number of cases at

a press conference
earlier that.

“Since the
start of the fall, late
September, the num-
ber of average daily
new cases we report
in Harris County has
increased 250%, from
253 to 635,” Hidalgo
said.

Cases in
Harris County have
not risen to the levels
seen within other
parts of the country,
such as the Midwest.
On the week of Nov.
19, every county in
Wyoming had seen
average new daily
cases per 100,000
exceed 70, whereas
Harris County hovers
around 20, according
to data compiled by
The Johns Hopkins
University.

In a similar
situation as Wyoming
is North Dakota. Its
most populous coun-
ty, Cass County, has

seen average new dai-
ly cases per 100,000
of 149.1 in the same
week.

On the whole,
more people across
the country are falling
ill with COVID-19,
and that trend prompt-
ed the Center for
Disease Control and
Prevention to update
its website and hold a
press briefing on Nov.
19, urging Ameri-
cans not to travel for
Thanksgiving.

“COVID-19
is turning out to be a
formidable foe. We
must unite in our
efforts against this

virus, and now more
than ever, not let
down our guard,” said
Dr. Henry Walke, the
incident manager for
the CDC’s COVID-19
response.

The CDC’s
briefing comes on the
heels of the Harris
County Public Health
Department’s own
press release, pub-
lished on Nov. 16,
warning residents
against large indoor
gatherings, and pro-
viding a list of testing
sites.

Stocks are not dro

By Shirley Bright

COVID-19
deaths toll climbed to
250,000 in America.
The stocks of phar-
maceutical company
Pfizer dropped, but
BioNTech went up.
The pandemic con-
tinues without a real
end in sight which
has rocked the stock
market.

Whizy Kim
explained, “Finan-
cial experts often say
that the stock market
hates uncertainty.”
Kim used this state-
ment to reference the
uncertainty surround-
ing the most recent
presidential election,
in which Joe Biden
has been declared
the expected winner.
But that statement of
uncertainty is true for
the stock market at all
times. Uncertainty
is a large of a factor
during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

The heartbeat
of the stock faced
several pulsating forc-
es in the last month of
October and Novem-
ber. The decision
of the presidential
election loomed over
the stock market. The
concern of the leader-
ship that would either
continue with the
known state of Presi-
dent Trump or would
change the course of
direction to uncertain
ty of the new admin-
istration of Biden.

The matter of
the two senate seats
in the state of Geor-
gia, lead to questions
of the power of the
legislative forces in
Washington D.C.
Then the question of
the pandemic lingers
on due to uncertainty
- when will a vaccine
become available and
how effective will this
vaccine be whenever

it is released on the
market?

On the week-
end prior to the Nov.
3 Presidential Elec-
tion, most of all major
financial indexes did
a “stop, drop and
wait-to-see” before
the election. There
had been an unprece-
dented number of ear-
ly voting across the
country for this elec-
tion. This uncertainty
only lasted a few days
after the election. The
day after the elec-
tion, the stock market
took another pause
to consider the unde-
fined president, and
then again, it began to
move upward.

In late Sep-
tember, Pfizer Phar-
maceutical CEO,
Albert Bourla, said
the company expected
to have a vaccine for
the COVID-19 virus
tested and approved

by the end of No-
vember and ready
for the market by

the end of the year.
Pfizer teamed up with
BioNTech a German
drug manufacturer

to produce a vac-
cine for COVID-19.
Pfizer invested $1.5
billion in producing
the vaccine. Pfizer’s
stocks are down by

a small percentage
point 0.28% like
other pharmaceutical
companies such as
AstraZeneca down by
0.17% points, $36.60
- $39.80 and $54.06

- $64.94 the current
market price and
their 52-week high
respectively. Half of
the pharmaceutical
companies engaged in
creating a vaccine are
up, while the others
are down all based
upon their stage of
formulation of a vac-
cine.

The University of Houston-Downtown

The overall
state of the market
conditions is based
upon concerns of
when this pandemic
will cease.

Federal Re-
serve Chairman Pow-
ell said in a meeting
on Nov. 12, “The next
few months could be
challenging.”

Once again was the
uncertainty of the
new death tolls on
the economy or the
effectiveness of the
vaccine.

As late as
Nov. 18, Pfizer had
reported a 95% effec-
tive rate for the shot
in its studies and is
believed to be safe.
Pfizer expects the
vaccine to be ready
for distribution by the
end of 2020, but the
Federal Reserve has
not changed any of its
policies. Powell said
the economy grew

pping in ongoing pandemic

faster than expected,
but he cautiously stat-
ed that the rebound
has been uneven and
was incomplete.
Chairman
Powell has assured
the markets that the
Federal Reserve will
continue to use all
of its tools necessary
to keep the economy
stable. The pandemic
will continue to rock
the market as the
death tolls continue to
rise. But as Motley
Fool said on Oct. 26,
“We think all inves-
tors should invest for
the long term — the
clear course of history
is ‘up,” and a stock
market is continuous-
ly marching higher.”
Hold steady and the
market will be on the
rise again.
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Georgia’s denate elections explamed

On Nov. 3,
this year’s Election
Day, individuals
across the country
were glued to their
television and phone
screens, anxiously
awaiting the results
of the presidential
race. Other elective
offices were on the
ballot, from federal,
state, and local, with
candidates allying
themselves with
established political
parties (Democrats
and Republicans) or
third-party factions
(Libertarians, Green
Party, etc.) As the
night dragged on,
Senate elections were
being called, with
some losing their

L: Incumbent Senator David Purdue (B-GA) R: Democratic challenger. Jon Ossoff . Image courtesy of WT0(.com

seats and others either
retaining or flipping
a seat to an opposing
political party.

One state
may determine the
Senate Chamber’s
majority party, with
both Senate elections
having run-off elec-
tions in January 2021.
On Election Day,
Georgia had expected
one run-off election;
Democrats Reverend
Raphael Warnock and
Matt Liebermann ran
against Republicans,
Incumbent Senator
Kellie Loeffler and
former House of
Representative Mem-
ber Doug Collins.
Warnock and Loef-
fler have advanced

to the run-off, and
the winner will hold
this Senate seat until
2022,

Collins con-
ceded to Loeffler on
Election night and
endorsed her for the
Senate, tweeting, “I
just called @kloeffler
and congratulated her
on making the run-
off. She has my sup-
port and endorsement.
I look forward to all
Republicans coming
together. Raphael
Warnock would be a
disaster for Georgia
and America.” Col-
lins’ endorsement
of Loeffler unifies
Georgia’s Republican
party, setting aside
a bitter rivalry in

proving their loyal-
ty to Trump and the
conservative values.
Liebermann has not
endorsed Warnock
nor has given any
statement at the time
of this writing.

The other Sen-
ate race is between
Democrat communi-
ty-organizer Jon Os-
soff and Republican
Incumbent Senator
David Purdue, also
warranted a run-off
election. Neither
candidate attained
50% elective support
(49.73% for Purdue
and 47.95% for Os-
soff).

Ossoff’s
campaign and policies
resonated with many

millennials and Gen
Z’s, as his campaign
had made massive
outreach operations to
college students and
first-time voters by
participating in phone
banking, texting, and
other virtual cam-
paign measures to
prevent further spread
of COVID-19.

Purdue has
continued traditional
campaigning, hosting
physical rallies and
enlisting volunteers to
reach voters door-to-
door. These activities
are more prone to
spread of COVID-19
but has been ben-
eficial towards his
campaign and overall
message.

Both of these elec-
tions are crucial in
determining which
party will have ma-
jority control under
President-elect Biden.
If the Republicans
maintain their majori-
ty, it will impede leg-
islative efforts made
by House Democrats
and the incoming
Biden administration.
Should Democrats
attain a majority, it
can allow a smoother
transition for the next
presidential adminis-
tration and fulfill their
campaign plans.

L: Incumbent Senator Kellie Loeffler (R-GA) R: Democratic Challenger. Rev. Raphael Warnock. Image courtesy of Macon Telegraph.

President Trump appeals to Hollywood to garner
support for his COVID-19 response & w.u.

In the weeks
leading up to the
election, the Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services hired
PR firms to vet the
political views of
hundreds of celebri-
ties to create an ad
campaign that casts
President Donald
Trump’s response to
the ongoing corona-
virus pandemic in a
more positive light.

President
Trump has been the
target of much scru-

tiny from Hollywood
celebrities. In turn,
he often fires back,
instating, and Trump
has fired back, pick-
ing petty Twitter
fights with many
of them including
renowned actress,
Meryl Streep to mod-
el Chrissy Teigen.
The Trump
campaign’s attempt
in persuading Holly-
wood celebrities does
not discount from the
fact that there is value
in celebrity endorse-

The University of Houston-Downtown

ments; the weight of a administration.

celebrity endorsement
can cause either mass
support or distrust,
depending on the
figure and their status.
Documents
released by the House
Oversight and Re-
form Committee
from one of the firms
that contacted over
200 celebrities to
feature a profile on
each of their works
and achievements, as
well as their feelings
towards the current

Pop singer,
Christina Aguilera,
was featured on the
same report, her pro-
file describing her as,
“an Obama-support-
ing Democrat and a
gay-rights supporting
Liberal.”

Director Judd
Apatow’s thoughts
were summed up,
“[Donald Trump]
does not have the
intellectual capacity
to run as president.”

This overt op-

eration was anticipat-
ed to cost an upward
of $250 million in
swaying public per-
ception of the presi-
dent and his adminis-
tration’s handling of
the coronavirus. All
the while Americans
are still in desper-
ate need of another
stimulus package, and
the death toll is on the
brink of surpassing
250,000.

Although the
campaign failed to
garner massive celeb-

rity support, it served
as an example of
what Trump has done
his entire presiden-
cy—nhe has delivered
a message that por-
trays him in a better
light while simulta-
neously ignoring the
bigger picture - in this
case, the pandemic
and its impacts on
American citizens.
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Texans may say farewell
fo J.J. Watf »owmrew-

The Houston
Texans football team
is suffering through
another nondescript
season, chalking up
a 2-7 record thus far.
Wide receiver, J.J.
Watt, has expressed
dismay as to where
the team is headed.

Following a
0-4 start, the Texans
fired head coach and
general manager,
Bill O’Brien, placing
former associate head
coach Romeo Crennel
at the helm.

O’Brien’s
trade of wide receiv-
er and star player,
De’Andre Hopkins,
for injury prone
running back David
Johnson followed his

2019 trade of Jadeve-
on Clowney, defen-
sive end and three-
time Pro-Bowler.
These transactions did
nothing to bolster an
already floundering
team.

A team re-
building exercise may
well usher in an un-
fortunate lead foot on
the Houston Texans.
Wide receiver, J.J.
Watt, is now rumored
to consider a trade.

Watt, a first-
round draft pick in
2011 has been name
Defensive Player of
the Year three times
and has made the All-
Pro team five times.
With two non-guaran-
teed years left on his

Image courtesy of Texanswire.USAToday.com

six-year $100 million
contract, Watt is not
looking for more
money or a contract
extension.

“I think if |
went back and asked
for an extension or
more money right
now, | think that
would be the wrong
move,” Watt said.

“I’m not look-
ing to rebuild. I’'m
looking to go after a
championship, and
that’s what | want to
do.”

Finding a
championship with
the Houston Texans
does not appear on
the football scanner
any time soon. And
Watt is aware that, at
31, he does not have
ten years left in the
league, but he asserts
that he does maintain
many more good
years of play.

J. J. Watt fans
may see those good
years and a champi-
onship ring on his fin-
ger, but it may not be
on a Houston Texans
#99 jersey.

Upcoming Rockets season
may be C]ean-Shaven By Sheryl Sellers

The Houston
Rockets may soon
shave the Beard
from their team, if
the “Beard,” other-
wise known as James
Harden gets his way.

As well as
shooting extraordi-
nary three pointers,
and schmoozing
through defense,
Harden has been
calling the shots in
the Rockets organi-
zation for some time.
Management gave
into Harden’s desire
to trade Chris Paul;
they restructured
offense as he sought
the MVP award; they
shuffled the roster so
the offensive players
could watch him and
the defensive team
defend him; and he
reigned king in the
locker room, never
challenged.

So, several
questions abound.
Why does Harden
want to leave Hous-
ton; and why did
he turn down a re-
cord-setting contract
worth $50 million?

One rumor
asserts that Hard-

en rejected the deal
because of owner
Tilman Fertitta’s
support of President
Donald Trump and
the Republican party.
Politics can be at play
in every arena. Other
rumors connect Hard-
en’s desire to leave
the team with Rockets
General Manager,
Daryl Morey, step-
ping down in October,
and head coach Mike
D’ Antoni turning
down extension offers
in September at the
end of the 2020 sea-
son.

Harden has
$133 million over
three years left on his
contract with Hous-
ton, which equates
to two more seasons
with the Rockets.
Time is on the Rock-
et’s side, and they
are “willing to get
uncomfortable” with
Harden as the team
heads into spring
training.

Also, outside
of the regular basket-
ball season, Harden
has under-performed.
In the past two sea-
sons, the Rockets

could not get past the
second round of play
even with their pre-
eminent player at the
helm.

To fit in with
another franchise
many of the basket-
ball talking heads
believe that Harden
will have to change
not only his style of
play but his character.
He has not performed
well under pressure;
he is injury prone
and is temperament
is questionable. And
he needs to learn to
sacrifice to get into
the NBA Finals. The
only time Harden
played in the Finals
was as the sixth man
with the Oklahoma
City Thunder.

Meeting his
goal of taking his
offensive game to
the Brooklyn Nets to
team up with Kyrie
Irving and former
Thunder teammate,
Kevin Durant, re-
mains to be seen. This
time Rockets man-
agement will have the
final say.

SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTION

VIRTUAL SESSIONS IN ZOOM: FULL SCHEDULE IN UHD EAB NAVIGATE

PEER ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE FOR:

BIOLOGY | CHEMISTRY | COMPUTER SCIENCE | HISTORY | MATH
PHYSICS | POLITICAL SCIENCE | PSYCHOLOGY | STATISTICS
SIPROGRAM@UHD.EDU | WWW.UHD.EDU/SIIZOOM

The University of Houston-Downlown

FOR MORE INFORMATION:




Monday November 30, 2020

Arts and Entertainment

9

[conic cover sparks controversy

By Priscila Batres

On Nov. 13
\Vogue Magazine
announced that Harry
Styles would feature
in the December
issue, becoming the
first solo male to be
on the cover in the
127 years since Vogue
was established.
Styles was shot by
Tyler Mitchell, styled
by Camila Nickerson
and interviewed by
Hamish Bowles.

In the inter-
view, Harry talked
about his successful
studio album “Fine
Line” and working
on new music while
trying to capture the
“same experimental
spirit.”

Harry men-
tioned that “Mu-
sic... it’s important
to evolve and that
extends to clothes and
videos and all that
stuff.”

Styles said
he looks forward to
going back to touring
once it is safe again
for everyone. Tour-
ing is his favorite of
working in music. His
fans create an atmo-
sphere for each other
and him.

“When they

come to the show,
they give so much
that it makes this
atmosphere that I’ve
always found so lov-
ing and accepting.”

Styles also
mentioned that the so-
cial uprising that has
occurred this year has
provided him person-
al growth.

“I think it’s for
opening and listening
and learning. I’ve
been trying to read
and educate myself so
that in 20 years, I’m
still doing the right
things and taking the
right steps.”

Harry’s striking im-
age has always caught
the eye of many. For
him, however, clothes
are something he does
not take too seriously.

“I’ll put on
something that feels
flamboyant, and I
don’t feel crazy wear-
ing it. I think if you
get something that
you feel amazing in,
it’s like a superhero
outfit. Clothes are
there to have fun with
and experiment with
and play with.”

Styles iden-
tifies as “unlabeled”
and it is no secret that
he is in touch with his

feminine side.

However,
Harry’s ogue cover
did not come without
controversy. On the
cover, Styles wore
a long, gray gown
paired with a black
blazer.

For days, peo-
ple accused him of
queer-baiting without
really understanding
the meaning behind
that word. Queer-bait-
ing is a term used for
TV and films in the
media that market
their stories towards
the LGBTQIA+
community with the
promise of queer
characters but fail to
deliver, which Styles
does not do.

Candance
Owens, a republican
commentator, com-
mented on the cover
tweeting “the steady
feminization of our
men at the same time
of Marxism is being
taught to our children
IS not a coincidence.
Bring back manly
man” sparking online
backlash.

On the other
hand, some conser-
vatives also attacked
Styles, and there were
many homophobic

comments. A lot of
it was a little absurd
because all he did
was wear a dress. Of
course, many people
outweighed the neg-
ativity by supporting
the cover because
clothes have no gen-
der.

Author Alok-
Vaid-Menon com-
mented on Harry’s
cover that is import-
ant to mention.

Menon said,
“Do | think this is a
sign of progress of
society’s evolution
away from binary
gender? Yes. Do trans
femmes of color re-
ceive praise for doing
the same thing every
day? No. We can both
acknowledge this is
an unprecedented
moment while also
remembering that it
could only happen
because of the resis-
tance of trans femmes
of color. We, who for
decades, were impris-
oned by cross-dress-
ing legislation. Is that
Harry’s fault? No. It’s
the fault of systems of
trans-misogyny and
racism.”

This is true.
Society can acknowl-
edge that Style’s

\ogue cover is inspir-
ing and progressive,
and at the same time,
be aware that there
is a lot of work that
needs to be done in
the name of equality.
Overall, Harry’s
cover is historic and
iconic. It will inspire
many people who

struggle with their
identity. It will en-
courage many to see
a prominent artist
like Harry embrace
his femininity and
just unapologetically
be himself. After all,
fashion is a form of
self-expression.

Warner Bros.

By Varah Thornion
Warner Broth-

er’s Studios has asked
Johnny Depp to
resign from his role
as Gelhert Grindel-
wald in the Fantastic
Beasts franchise.
Though no
mention of the resig-
nation can be found
on the WB website,
Depp took to social
media to give an up-
date. In an Instagram
post, Depp stated, “I
wish to let you know

that | have been asked
to resign by Warner
Bros. from my role

as Grindelwald in
Fantastic Beasts and

| have respected and
agreed to that re-
quest.”

Despite the
departure, Depp will
still be paid his full
eight figure salary. He
had what is referred
to as a ‘pay-or-play’
contract with no mo-
rality clause meaning
that Depp would still

The University of Houston-Downtown

asks Depp to

get his full agreed
upon salary regardless
of whether or not he
was able to complete
the trilogy.

The day
before, Depp lost
his libel case against
British tabloid “The
Sun” for calling
him a “wife beater”
when reporting about
the domestic abuse
between he and his
wife Amber Heard.
Though there have
been no further state-

resign

ments from any in-
volved parties, Heard
is currently still slated
to appear in WB’s
Aquaman sequel film
despite some calls for
Heard to be fired as
well.

The Fantastic
Beasts trilogy has
been plagued with
issues since its orig-
inal released from a
number of cast and
crew, including J.K.
Rowling herself who

recently came under
fire for a series of
transphobic tweets
that alienated many
in the Harry Potter
fandom. When Depp
was originally cast,
it came at the same
time as news broke
about the domestic
abuse allegations
from his wife Amber
Heard, many calling
on WB and Rowling
to drop him from the
film before release.
But instead of doing
such, Rowling herself

personally defended
the choice of keeping
Depp on and almost
nothing was heard
from the studio.

The only cast
member to speak on
the subject of Depp’s
dismissal is fellow
co-star Jude Law who
portrays a younger
Albus Dumbledore.
According to Insider
Magazine, Law found
Depp’s dismissal
unusual because Depp
had already complet-
ed a day of filming.
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IX dispensaries left high and dry

By Salvador Hernandez

There has
been a growing
interest in hemp and
byproducts. It is most
specifically in Hous-
ton, as the Bayou City
Hemp Company, a
CBD lab has recently
opened for business
in Houston.

On June 10,
2019, Governor
Gregg Abbot signed
House Bill 1325
which legalized hemp
and hemp products.
This was a win for
those who sought to
bring Texas law up to
date with the federal
government’s new
Farm Bill in 2018
legalizing hemp and
its byproducts.

Texas has seen
a surge in businesses
and products which
contain hemp and its
byproduct, Cannabi-

diol, or CBD. Canna-
bidiol is a compound
derived from the
hemp plant. Hemp is
distinct from marijua-
na because it contains
this CBD cannabi-
noid, but is devoid of
the THC cannabinoid,
Tetrahydrocannabi-
nol. Because hemp
only contains about
0.3% THC, it does
not impact any psy-
choactive effects on
the user, so the “high”
that is usually associ-
ated with marijuana is
devoid from hemp.
Support has
grown for CBD, as it
IS seen as a potential-
ly profitable source
of income for farmers
who need an extra
source of income. The
legalization of hemp
has also brought up
an opportunity for
investors to profit

from the production
of crops. CBD comes
in many forms from
smokable flower to
oil to gummy bears
and other edible
delights; it also often
added to soaps, facial
creams, teas, and
even dog biscuits. All
these products are
distributed by smoke
shops and dispensa-
ries that are popping
up all over Texas.
There has
been a number of
health claims which
have been mislead-
ing at best and com-
pletely dubious at
worst. Despite these
claims, CBD is FDA
approved to treat two
rare kinds of epilep-
sy, Lennox-Gastaut
syndrome and Dravet
syndrome, through
the prescription drug
Epidiolex. In addi-

tion to epilepsy, hemp
can be used to aid
in treatment of in-
flammation and skin
disorders among other
medical complica-
tions.

Yasmin Hurd,
Ph.D. of Mount
Sinai’s Addiction
Institute commented
on the possibility of
hemps use to alleviate
health symptoms indi-
viduals experience.

“There is
some evidence to
suggest it could be
beneficial for anxiety,
psychosis and sub-
stance abuse.”
Hemp is even often
sold as a supplement
and thus a number
of dispensaries and
smoke shops have
been advised against
stating outlandish
claims such as hemp
being an antibiotic or

a cure for cancer.

The FDA’s
regulation is under-
standable as it is
looking over the con-
sumer’s wellbeing.
Regulations regarding
the quality of hemps
is also understandable
because people want
to make sure when
they want hemp, they
are actually getting
hemp.

Recently, gov-
ernmental regulation
has sought to chal-
lenge the prosperity
of local dispensaries
and smoke shops. On
Aug. 2, the state of
Texas persuaded by
both the Department
of Agriculture and
the Department of
State Health Services
issued regulations
on the distribution of
hemp which banned
the sale of hemp
flowers for smoking.
A recently ruling by
Judge Lora Living-

ston of the 261st court
of Travis County has
ruled to temporarily
lift the ban on hemp
flowers until Feb. 1,
2021, when the trials
will continue.
Regardless of this
temporary victory,
the ban is just a way
for the government to
wrap the hemp indus-
try with red tape and
work against small
businesses. Con-
sumers who frequent
smoke shops and
dispensaries for CBD
are those who have
the most to lose. Gov-
ernment needs to bud
out of the blooming
flower that is sprout-
ing for consumers
and small business. It
should be left to the
individual to choose
to use hemp flower as
they wish without the
government acting as
a moral superior in
this matter.

One afternoon at Monsters, Inc. s

“One of these days, Sulley, we golta get ourselves iransferred to ‘Federally Subsidized Fears.’ 0ld man Chronic, there...8) years since ‘Reefer Madness’ came oul,

and he’s still scaring folks. Talk about job security.”

The University of Houston-Downtown
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GOP threatens ACA beneficiaries’ healthcare

By Michael Kowis

On Nov. 18,
the U.S. surpassed
250,000 deaths re-
lated to COVID-19.
That is more than the
combined deaths from
suicide, strokes, and
car accidents over
the course of the last
year. However, those
numbers only repre-
sent a part of the sto-
ry. The U.S. now has
over 10 million cases,
and there will likely
be more to come. This
is important because
a good portion of pa-
tients will survive, but
they may end up with
long-term care needs
similar to those of the
disability community.
that community now
is the largest minority
group that stands at
50 million people,
and most in that
community require
long-term care for the
management of their
conditions.

In order to
attain long-term care,
individuals in this
community do not
have many options.
The only option
disabled individuals
have is to apply for
state-run healthcare
programs like Medic-
aid. This is fine if the
condition does not ne-
cessitate the frequent
usage of hospital ser-
vices. For example,
| do not need to go
to a hospital for my
disability —all I need
is a basic healthcare
package that includes
my neurologist
appointments. How-
ever, some conditions
require frequent hos-
pitalizations or expen-
sive outpatient care,
and for that, individ-
uals might choose to
supplement Medicaid
with ACA.

In short, an
individual would
want to utilize a

plan under the ACA
because of benefits
like the no lifetime
limits in which in-
surance companies
cannot deny treatment
because yearly limit
has not been reached.
That fact is important
because hospital stays
are vital in caring for
those with these types
of conditions, and
those same hospital
stays are extremely
expensive. Managing
care without worrying
about financial securi-
ty of insurance plans
allows people who
need extensive hos-
pitalizations to lead a
more active lifestyle
outside of their medi-
cal care.

Priscila Ba-
tres, scribe at Lone-
star College’s Disabil-
ity Services, revealed
that the scope of the
ACA is much wider
what many believe it
to be. Many believe

that the ACA is only
important for chil-
dren and adolescents
and teens — the most
vulnerable of the 50
million peoples with
disabilities. However,
Batres explained that
the individuals she
works with at LSC
are young adults who
receive medically
necessary support
through ACA. Batres
explained that without
the ACA, many of the
individuals she works
with would be at an
educational disadvan-
tage compared to that
of a regular college
student.

College does
not always need to be
not necessarily easy,
but it must be acces-
sible. When access
to healthcare is the
barrier to higher ed-
ucation, the govern-
ment needs to make
healthcare accessible
to those who need it.

The nation-
wide community of
50 million disabled
people represents the
largest minority group
in the United States,
and it is set to grow
by about 10 million
more people. After
COVID-19 subsides,
most people will not
have been in the state
healthcare network;
they will have to go
through an arduous
ordeal to start getting
services rendered.

If the GOP has their
way, it will leave
upwards of 60 million
people without ade-
quate healthcare op-
tions, and healthcare
will remain severely
overpriced. This idea
is intensified by the
fact that the disabled
community faces one
of the highest rates

of underemployment.
Although the disabled
community constantly
searches and applies

for jobs, it is diffi-
cult to find one. The
disabled community
is also in the poverty
bracket (under $12K
for an individual), and
because of these two
things, the commu-
nity cannot afford to
be cut off from public
healthcare options.
This issue
must be remedied
beginning on Jan. 20.
This mess needs to
be fixed so that every
single one of these
60 million people has
options. Even if the
issue cannot be fixed
for everyone, the
effort must at least be
attempted for those
struggling college
students with disabil-
ities. College should
be a challenge, yes,
but healthcare should
not be a barrier that
prevents one from
earning their degree.
Let us make health-
care great for all,
including those that
will need long-term
care for COVID-109.

| helped a COVID-19
POSILIVE VOLeT

For the Nov.
11 General and
Special Election, I
worked as an election
worker for Harris
County. Specifically, |
worked as a Presiding
Judge. I was one of
a group of workers
helping to roll out a
new option for voters
to cast their ballots:
Drive-Thru Voting.
Stationed at NRG
Arena, DTV was
hugely popular, but it
did not come without
complications.

On the last
day of Early Voting,
| was faced with a
situation that I had
been expecting since
day one: a COVID-19

positive voter. The
clerk in last tent
walked up to me and
told me that the voter
didn’t want to sign
off during qualifica-
tion because they had
COVID-19. Unsure
of what 1’d just heard,
| stopped walking and
asked them to repeat
what they’d just said.
When he confirmed
what he said was true,
he told me that he
didn’t know what to
do and didn’t want to
touch them. I told him
to go wash his hands
and go to another
empty tent, so that |
could handle this vot-
er myself. My Deputy
Clerk Specialist was

standing
next to
me and
rightfully
exclaimed
unsureness
of how to
process a voter who
told us they were
COVID-19 positive.
Instead of
panicking, I called
my DTV coordinator
and informed them
of the situation and
let them know that
I was still going to
process the voter and
would let them know
how things went. |
think hurried back to
my judge’s tent and
fetched my personal
large disinfectant
spray bottle and
handed it to my DCS.
I then, quickly went
to one of my clerks
who regularly carried
her own personal set

of gloves and asked if
I could have 2 pairs.
I donned them both
and had my DCS
follow me to the
very last tent where
the COVID-19 voter
waited.

We arrived
to find the voter still
patiently waiting in
her truck with the
engine already off and
a small crack in her
window. | walked in
and loudly introduced
myself as the Presid-
ing Judge and let her
know that | would
finish qualifying her
to vote and that the
person standing at the
tent entrance will act
as a witness to make
sure | don’t make a
mistake and keep us
both safe. She nodded
and then proceeded
to apologize that she
wasn’t able to get her

The University of Houston-Downlown

mail-ballot in time
for the election. |
assuaged her concerns
and told her that it’s
alright, that’s why we
have backup plans.

| asked for
a few minutes to
disinfect our equip-
ment and promptly
sprayed down the
tablet, voting machine
and Booth controller.
| then proceeded to
finish qualifying the
voter as a disabled
voter since she made
clear that she could
not physically sign
the tablet (which the
county has a proce-
dure for). Once I’d
qualified her, I began
the task of assisting
her with her ballot.
For those who are un-
aware, election work-
ers are also sworn in
as Voter Assistants.
In this capacity, we

will read and assist a
voter with their ballot
without influencing
their voter in any
manner and confirm-
ing every action that
we perform on their
behalf. In this care, |
held the voting ma-
chine (known as an
eSLATE) so that the
voter could clearly
see all of her options
and then proceeded to
read every position/
proposition and se-
lection on her ballot.
Though this process
takes a quite some
times with the length
of our ballot, we man-
aged to get through it
without incident.

(ontinued on Opinions,
Page 13
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Clinton says Trump supporter
are “basket of deplorables

In Sept. 2016,
during a fundraiser
for the LGBTQ+
community, Hillary
Clinton referred to
half of Trump sup-
porters as a “basket
of deplorables.” That
fundraiser was 60
days before the 2016
Presidential Elec-
tion, in which Trump
triumphed. However,
these strong state-
ments against Trump
supporters continued
throughout the most
recent presidential
election. In 2020,
Trump supporters are
often referred to as
“Trump’s maggots.”

This deroga-
tory rhetoric began
as a play on Trump’s
“Make America great
again (MAGA)”
slogan, but it has been
transformed the acro-
nym into “MAGAts”
(pronounced “mag-
gots™) that illustrates
the opposition’s
strong dislike of
Trump and his sup-
porters.

In that 2016
fundraiser for the
LGBTQ+ community,
Clinton promised to
pass the Equality Act.
In guaranteeing full
equality for LGBTQ+
peoples, she was
preaching to the choir
and singing their
songs. In turn, the
audience jumped at
her promises of com-
prehensive quality,
affordable healthcare
like kids jump at the
candy thrown from
parade floats.

Clinton prom-
ised the Equality Act
in an attempt to ap-
peal to her LGBTQ+
audience. She tried to
persuade the audience
that she was to be the

savior of their com-
munity.

She stated,

“I stand between
you [the LGBTQ+
community] and the
apocalypse.”

At that 2016
fundraiser concern-
ing equality, Clinton
stereotyped what she
calls the “grossly
generalistic” half of
Trump supporters,
stating that they could
be put into a “bas-
ket of deplorables.”
In saying this, she
implied that Trump
supporters hold noth-
ing but “racist, sexist,
homophobic, xeno-
phobic, Islamopho-
bic” views.

The racist
Trump supporter
could be a successful
white male business
owner, married to a
white lady and living
in a predominantly
white neighborhood
and enjoying his
expensive sports car
which he has earned.

The sexist
Trump supporter
could be a male of
any color who used
to think women were
beautiful and gave
compliments.

The homopho-
bic Trump supporter
could be anyone who
is not of the LGBTQ+
community, yet who
are not persuaded
that the rights of
LGBTQ+ should
supersede the rights
of others.

A xenopho-
bic individual is one
who is proud of this
country and wants to
keep it safe, similar to
the ways Mexico and
Canada protect their
country by barring
American entrance

during the COVID-19
pandemic.

An Islam-
ophobic Trump
supporter could be
those who want to
protect our great
country from Islamic
extremist groups who
bombed the World
Trade Center. Even
so, the UHD Center
for Diversity and In-
clusion can teach all
of them to be tolerant
of others.

Clinton
referred to the other
half of Trump’s sup-
porters as those who
“feel that the gov-
ernment has let them
down” and those who
are “desperate for a
change.” Maybe this
other half of Trump
supporters are those
who are referred to as
“Trump’s maggots.”

Conversation
ensued with different
individuals in refer-
ence to the volume
of early voting. The
expectation was that
most of early voters
were Democrats. The
conversation led on to
say that, “Trump had
sent in the National
Guard to intimidate
voters,” implying that
“Trump’s maggots”
had been made visible
to intimidate Demo-
cratic early voters.

Rose L.
Thayer, a writer for
the military news-
paper, STARS AND
STRIPES, reported
on Oct. 29, that only
three states had re-
quested the National
Guards’ assistance.
Wisconsin, Kentucky,
and Tennessee used
the guards to assist
the voting process or
as poll workers, not to
intimidate voters. The

guards-
man
worked

99 By Shirley in Ci-

vilian
clothing.
They are
not there for any gov-
ernmental or judicial
work.

Army Maj.
Gen. Jeff Holmes, ad-
jutant general for TN
guards, stated about
30 guardsmen would
assist with opening
and closing polling
stations, but there
are others working
cybersecurity. Those
individuals will work
off-site locations and
will be in uniform.
This will be the same
as the State of Wash-
ington, where all bal-
lots are being cast by
mail. The cybersecu-
rity will be provided
where requested. No
one is there to intimi-
date the voters.

In 2016,
Trump and the “Bas-
ket of Deplorables”
won the Presidential
Election and set out
to Make America
Great Again, while
living peacefully
with everyone. The
personal tax rates
were lowered, and
the military was
strongly rebuilt.
Trump has since
appointed 194 federal
judges and 3 Su-
preme Court Justices,
which are life-long
positions. This will
affect Generation X
and Millennials in
the years to come.

Now, here in
2020, Trump’s “mag-
gots” are crawling to
cast their votes and
do their civic duty in
the great democratic
society. These so-
called “maggots” are
crawling to protect
our country and
the rights that most
Texans love: to own

Bright

our guns and have
personal account-
ability. The maggots
are crawling around
in attempts to Make
America Great Again,
and to be neighbors
to those who have
different ideologies.

As Clinton said in
her speech in 2016,
“We really do believe
that we are stronger
together. We really do
believe that showing
respect and appreci-
ation for one another
lifts us all up.”

COVID-19 voter

(ontinued from Opinions, Page 11

After we
cast her ballot, 1
made sure she got
her *“I Voted” sticker,
though she got more
than the average
voter as I tore off a
rather long line of
them and slipped
through the thin crack
in her window. Once
she was gone, | once
again sprayed down
the three machines
and then my DCS
sprayed me down
with disinfectant.
Luckily, we had the
convenience of a
dumpster less than 20
feet from this partic-
ular tent. We walked
over and he watched
as I carefully doffed
the first set of gloves
into the dumpster.
For the second pair,
he actively sprayed
down my hands as |
doffed those. We then
closed down that tent
for the remainder of
the night and imme-
diately went to wash
our hands at the front
hand-washing station.
Luckily, my Alternate
Judge was able to
handle some minor
duties while I called

my DTV Coor-
dinator with a follow
up.

This was not
the first reported case
of such an incident.
In fact, this was the
sole reason for the
creation of Drive-Th-
ru Voting; to ensure
that voters had the
safest measures pos-
sible in which to cast
their ballots during
a pandemic. Even
though some of the
measures | took may
have seemed redun-
dant or even extreme,
| wanted to make
sure that both I and
my location remained
safe from exposure,
regardless of whether
or not | had physical
contact. | wanted
people to know how
seriously Harris
County took the pan-
demic and people’s
health and safety.
Though my nerves
were a little rattled
for a few hours, |
was glad that | had a
team and county who
cared enough to make
sure everyone could
exercise their right in
as safe a manner as
possible.

A Harris county resident shows (OVID-19 test ID number to Harris
County Public Health’s COVID-19 response staff at M.0. Campbell Center
in Houston, TX on Oct. 19, 2020. Image credit: Indira Zaldivar
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