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Internationally recognizéd poet Valzhyna Mort
will be brought to the Houston Poetry Fest at UHD
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No Forum for You UHD!

Press announced the forum in
their Events section and asked
for help from their readers.
Peter Brown had been asked to
attend, but had not replied ro
the invitation.

Students from Student
Activities helped out by putting
up signs advertising it in
places like the cafeteria and
coffeehouse. These same people
talked to curieus students
around campus as they posted
these signs. The impertance of
this forumn uimed ai students
is that young voters just aren’t
aware of the various campaigns
and don't know the people

Christina Rodriguez’
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

On September 2, 2009, all
students at the University of
Houston-Downtown received
an email about the Houston
Mayoral Forum at UHD in
partnership with the Houston
Press. This presented an
oppertunity for students to
participate in a reception
featuring the candidates, Gene
Laocke, Annise Parker, and
Roy Morales, Further emails
were sent asking for questions
that students would like to ask
the candidates. The Houston

running. This should have
been a primary resource for
finding the information needed
to make a well informed
choice. Hearing and watching
a person speak presents a

much clearer image and
impression of a candidate than
the news anchors or campaign
commercials can give,

On September 16, Houston
vaters discovered that the
mayoral candidates would be
canceling scheduled forums
throughout the city, including
communities and schools.

The candidates had already
see FORUM on page 6
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Pholography by Daletine Downkl)wn

The candidates {{rom left te right) Annise Parker, Peter Brown and Gene Locke were
present al a TSU debate that look place this past Seplember. Other candidales were
not present at ihe TSY debate. Parker and Locke were originally confirmed fe speak at
a [orum at UHD on September 30. Every candidale was present al the Rice Universily
debates on Wednesday, Septamber 23.

Facebook’s Freedom of Speech: How

Far is Too Far?

exercise the First Amendment;
freedem of speech. But just
how free should we be allowed

Carissa Larson
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Since Facebook was created
m 2004, it has been used
as a social networking tool
for the public; available for
anyone from teenagers and
college students to groups
of all ages. By now, we have
all heard employers are now
using the site to ‘research’
possible employees far hire
and recently, the trend of
parents becoming members
to keep track of their teen’s
‘extracurricular activities,’
Facebook’s ariginal intention
was to present opportunities to
keep in touch with old friends,
share pictures and 10 an extent,

to speak our minds? Facebook
contains a number of features.
These various features allow
members to create their
ewn applications — such as
groups, events, quizzes and
pelis — which can be limited
to immediate {riends or made
available to the rest of the
Facebook community.
Recently, a user-created poll
made accessible to the general
public has been released,
asking Facebook-ers whether
or not President Barack Obama
should be assassinated. The
choices: Yes, Maybe, No, or
“Yes, if he cuts my health

care.” This question was not
posted by Faceboek, but by a
third-party developer. "As is
usually the case, our vigilant
users reported it te us first,"
Facebook policy spokesman,
Barry Schaitt, told CNN.
"The United States S.S. [Secret
Service] sent us an e-mail late
this morning [Monday] asking
ustotakeit down.

At that point, it had already
been removed, and we let
them know." Furthermore,
Schnitt insisted the application
was “immediately suspended
while the inappropriate
content could be removed
by the developer and until
such time asthe developer
institutes better procedures to
monitor their user-generated
content.” Schuitt says they
are coeperating fully with the
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Image via www.thepoliticalcarnival blogspol.com

This website was Lhe firstsource te alerl the Secret Service. Above, Presidenl
Barack Obama is depicied as a parody of Sascha Baron Cohen's character Borat,
who {in the movie) was aftempling to iearn the cultural differences befween America
and his native counley of Kazakhstan

Secret Service. The United
States Secret Service has
launched a full investigation
and they plan to take action

as if it was any other threat to
the president. Their mission is
to seek out the individual who

see OBAMA on page 5
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Destination Downtown

Rebecka Black
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This fall, UHD will open its doors to the
community in order to promote its unique
campus, boast about its scholastic achievements,
and showcase our award winning faculty
in hopes of continuing the growth of our
dynamic university. This is an event that will
offer prospective students and their families a
chance to not only tour our growing campus,
but also offer them a chance to preview college
life at UHD. Faculty and staff will be present
to answer questions and meet potential new
students who may study in one of our five
colleges. A variety of student organizations
will also be present in order to showcase their
members and activities. The day's event will
also include fun activities such as bayou boat
rides and several prize-giveaways to keep the
event exciting and entertaining for all.

Event festivities close out with Marketplace
of Activities at the City of Houston's historic
Allen’s Landing, ideally located between
the Main Street and Commerce Street
buildings. UHD’s Campus Open House event
has continued to grow and improve every
semester and the 2009 event coordinators

Domestic Violence Speaker and Care
Package-Making

10/14/2009  11:00 AM-1:00 PM Room A-300

Free. Open to the public.

Sponsored by the UHD Community Involvement Center
and Because We Care.

plan to continue this growth in quality this
fall. According to event coordinators, “The
entire UHD community has really answered
the call to participate” in order to highlight
what our unique university has to offer to
the Houston area. Past events have received
tremendous response from several of our
university departments. The Co-Chairs for the
event, Mercedes Gonzales & Kecia Osbourne,
are very grateful for the continued energy and
momentum generated from the university
community.

This year’s Destination Downtown, will be
held Saturday, October 31, 2009, from 9 am
to 3 pm. This open house style event will be
free to the public and everyone is encouraged
to invite prospective students and their
families to participate. Registration is available
online at: http://www.uhd.edu/admissions/
openhouse/index.html. The coordinators want
to emphasize that this is a university wide
event and everyone - staff, faculty, current
UHD students, and alumni - are encouraged
to participate. Volunteers may register online as
well. If a student organization is interested in
volunteering or staffing an information table,
they are more than welcome to participate in a
variety of forums.

EL AND ETHAN

SERIOUS

Declaration Information Fair 2009, OCT 6 9am to 3rm
Location: A300 (One Main Building, Special Events Room).

The event allows students to engage with advisors in the four colleges, gather direction

on degree plans and ask other pertinent questions to the degree they are pursuing. Also in
attendance are UHD Career Services to help students obtain guidance in their career paths
and Financial Aid attends to offer information on options to pay for their education.

Online Sound-Bites

Fans - 92 (Currently)

[Add us as a friend or follower and be entered for a chance to win
movie tickets to the newest Coen Bros. film, A Serious Man. You
can also pick tickets up at the Dateline Downtown office in S-260.

| HoustonPress RT @danjoyee: RT @URBANOSnews: Mayoral
7| Forum at Rice 2night @PBaMayor @Genel OCKE
ool (GANNIsRPARKER/ | guess their just too busy for UHD.

Come join the discussion on our fan
page to answer questions that could be
featured in The Dateline Downtown.

facebook

ﬁ wanjun idiot UHD professor quote of the day "y'all know what a
scantron is, right?"

lupedoroteo Wow! That's what's cool about UHD. My group
e A Members are from kenya and rwanda. The one from rvanda was
L s armected by the tutsi discrimination

Followers - 84 (Currently)

Come join the discussion on
twitter and possibly be featured
in The Dateline Downtown.
Follow @TheDateline or search
uhd at www.search.twitter.com

browriboyrocks RT @danjoyce: Cougar High up to 12 on the AP.
#th /f It's not just UHD that get's made fun of. Why not change
UH's name instead.

.
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By A Dateliner

Tenure is commonly
described as an academic
instructor’s contractual right
for protection of his or her
teaching job, for life. It is
essentially permanent job
security. Time periods vary
from institution to institution,
but typically after six years
of — teaching as well as
academic — discipline advising,
researching, and publishing,
one who holds a Ph.D. is
eligible to submit his name
for consideration for tenure.
Those doing so, who have been

Contact Us
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dateline@gator.uhd.edu
(713) 221-8569
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Christina Rodriguez
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(713) 221-8569
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chiaviello@uhd.edu
(713) 221-8520

preparing for that moment are
often described as being on a
tenure track. Tenure is sought
by an individual within the
particular Department within
which he teaches.

Decisions regarding tenure
are lengthy and involve input
from various sources. Often,
tenure decisions begin with
input about a candidate — from
the already - tenured faculty of
a Department, the Chairman of
that Department, and the Dean
of the College of which that
Department is a part, which is
only the beginning steps at the
local level. In order to advance a
tenure petition, typically two of
these three factions must be in
accord. If there is not majority-
consensus, a candidate still
wishing for tenure must reapply
the following year. There are
some benefits for those with

tenure such as the “untouchable”
status it affords them.

However, there are also
extremely negative aspects of
tenure such as: “groupthink,”
academically and politically that
it can fester. A concentration
on research rather than on
teaching that can contribute to
a decline in a classroom where
a professor really does not want
to be there and are essentially
retired-in-place; and who on top
of everything else CANNOT
TEACH, despite having the
credentials to do so. In general,
a governing body like a Board
of Regents is the only entity
that does have the capability of
taking tenure away, from one
to whom it has been accorded.
Given the importance of the
tenure issue and the student’s
centrality in it, it is a matter in

see TENURE on page 7

I Like to Ride My Bicycle

By Sara Barnat
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

‘When asked how drivers on
the road interact with bicycle
riders, avid UHD bicycler
Mercedes Gonzales stated,
“Most car drivers do not like
cyclists. Although we are
considered vehicles and are
required to obey the rules of
the road any four-wheel vehicle
follows, we are slower than
cars and basically get in their
way. There are car drivers out
there, however, that are very
courteous and give us the right

of way. My tip, which I always
follow when I'm driving a
four-wheel vehicle, is to move
over to another lane when
there are cyclists on the road.”
Drivers: take caution when
approaching cyclists, they may
be like those on our very own
UHD Cycling Team, dedicated
not only to enjoying the sport
of cycling and individual rides,
but also to improving our city
by actively participating in
charitable events and rides as
often as they can!

“No Cyclist Left Behind”
is quite the fitting motto for

the team whose focus includes
promoting the sport of cycling
through riding, encouraging
participation at all levels, and
having a great time doing

so! Throughout the year, the
team participates in a number
of organized rides. Both
recreational and charitable
events are included in their
calendar. The team’s most
recent ride was the Tour de
Pink, a bike ride that supports
services for undeserved
women. Staying active around
the community, team members
have also ridden in the Tour

de Houston led by Mayor Bill

White, and the Houston Police

Department’s Moonlight Bike

Ride. The team’s next ride

will be the Moonlight Ramble

scheduled for Halloween night.
Weekly, the cycling team

meets for a “Gatoride” —a

short, less than ten mile ride

from UHD to Hermann

and back to UHD. There

are also morning weekend

rides scheduled about twice

a month. Some ride days are

changed each semester to help

accommodate the schedules of

as many members as possible

and the team also holds an

on campus quarterly meeting

see BIKE on page 4

8569.

Letters to the Editor: Dateline welcomes letters to the editor from any member of the UH system. Letters should be no more than 250 words,
include the author’s full name, phone number or email address, and affiliation with the University, including classification and major. Anonymous
letters will not be published. Deliver letters to Room S-260 Main Bldg; email them to dateline@gator.uhd.edu; fax them to (713) 221-8119. All

submissions are subject to editing.

Editorial Policy: The opinions and commentaries expressed within reflect the views of the contributing writers. No opinions expressed in the
Dateline reflect the viewpoints of the University of Houston-Downtown or its administration or students. Dateline reserves the right to edit or
modify submissions for the sake of clarity, content, grammar, or space limitations. Submissions should be sent to dateline@gator.uhd.edu in
Microsoft Word format. All submissions become property of Dateline and may not be returned. If you have any questions, please call (713) 221-
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Continued from page 1

attended forty and it appeared
that the number of forums was
causing the candidates to lose
interest in participating. This
was highly visible at the TSU
debate last week. Organizers of
the UHD event were worried
about candidates’ attendance,
and called to confirm each
campaign that same day. It was
confirmed that the forum would
go on.

Despite their assurances, on
September 22, students again
received an email regarding
the forum. This time it was
announcing the cancellation of
the Mayoral Forum. This not
only disregards the students
here at UHD, but any number
of people who read the Houston
Press and submitted their
own questions. In fact, the
only candidate still willing
to meet with students is Roy
Morales, who was quoted in
the Houston Chronicle, saying,
“This is about the citizens
having an opportunity to hear
the message, and if it's only
my message they hear, better
for me.” The worst part of

Hispanic
Scholarship
Fund (HSF)
Event Talent

Show
Auditions

Thu Oct 8 1pm - 2:30pm

HSF will have auditions
for the school talent show
in S-290 (2nd floor).

For more information
contact Carlos Cruz at
carloscruzcarlos@yahoo.
com.

followed up immediately, double
checked that they would be
here, and then these politicians
canceled anyway— barely a
week before the event was to
take place.

Richard Connelly is the
Houston Press journalist who
was scheduled to be a panelist
at the forum. In doing his part,
he received questions from
Houston Press readers, only to
be faced with the cancellation
of the event. In reply to the
question of whether this has
happened before, Connelly
states,“I have not heard of the
leading mayoral candidates
agreeing amongst themselves to
cancel a whole slew of already-
scheduled events.” The collapse
of the forum came unexpectedly,
not only to those at UHD, but
also to professionals who had
planned to attend. “We did
an item saying it was still on
because the candidates had
seemingly confirmed, then
things changed.”

The only thing that this
decision has done for the
candidates is ensure that all
those spurned by their disregard
will consider their vote with a
sour taste in their mouth.

e ptac!esall an __ndcainpus "resinclly.-

Greener Gators

An Eco-conscious Column

Photography By Greéner Galors

A few semesters ago the Greener Gators created this visual to increase recycling
awareness on campus. The nel was hung on the third floor corridor and information
was provided regarding plastic recycling. At the time, our most accurate figures
indicated that 1700 botlles were discarded on campus daily. We are working to figure
out the updated numbers that included lotal bottle consumption versus recycled ones.

The greatest ripples in the
history of mankind have been
caused by individuals who
looked, not at the world around
them, but at the world within.
We are looking to create such
an effect, and that means that
as a collective group we should
gauge our determination.

| Further more, as individuals,
| we need to look within

ourselves. So, what exactly are
we asking you to look for? Look

for willpower, for resolution,
and for consciousness. We
want you to have the will to
become an ambassador of the
future, have the resolution to
turn that willpower into action,
and remain conscious of your
actions as well as those of the
people around you. Consider
this example to reinforce what
we mean.

Hypothetically speaking,
maybe you become convinced
that recycling in general and,
more specifically, plastic

recycling is a must. You then
start bringing your recyclables
to school from home, or find
another mode of accomplishing
the task. Lastly, you become
aware of all of the plastic that
goes straight to the landfills and
find yourself reminding friends
to recycle their containers, help
you in collecting bottles, or you
might even volunteer to be the
bottle collector at your next
outing at the park. This would
be an ideal exemplification
of the willpower, resolution,
and consciousness method of
creating an internal revolution.

We challenge YOU to
become more environmentally
conscious. Adding one “green”
habit a week, and taking away
one ill-practice is enough to
change the world. So start this
week by recycling your plastics,
or volunteering to dispose of
your old neighbors’ tree stump
properly, or just switching a
few of the light bulbs at home
to CFL’s. Become aware
of the ways that you could
improve your habits even if it
is something as simple as using
your yard clippings as compost,
turning off your appliances
when they're not in use, or
carpooling with a friend to
school.

‘We want to alleviate an
existing problem,; the issue of

see GATOR on page 7

Online core courses when you need them.

Ready When You Are!

BIOL 1308
ECON 2301
ENGL 1301
ENGL 1302
GOVT 2301
GOVT 2302
HIST 1301

Intro. Biology |
I,
Macroeconomics .

American Gov Nat!StatafLocai ]

U.S.History to 1877

Register tbday!

e I

rwur.hccs.edu

G(so‘r! buurs\transfsr to any Texas college/university
week !as.ggs, completely online
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