
The best and the bright-
est meet the most gen-

erous at the 20th
Annual Red Rose
Ball, scheduled for
Friday, March 30,

2001, at the Westin
Galleria.  Twenty-five

high-performing UHD stu-
dents will receive $3,000 scholarships
this year.  The award amount
increased thanks to the support of cor-
porations and individuals who under-
stand the power of investing in human
capital.  Proceeds also provide schol-
arships to students who transfer to UHD
from community colleges.

The ball celebrates its twentieth
anniversary by honoring Jonathan Day,
managing partner, Mayor, Day,
Caldwell & Keeton, and his wife, busi-
nesswoman and former UHD professor
Barbara Day.  Ball co-chairs are

Yolanda F.
Londoño, senior vice president
and manager of public affairs and
David L. Mendez, vice chairman, both
with J.P. Morgan Chase in Houston.

In addition to highlighting the accom-
plishments of the Red Rose scholars,
the ball will feature a celebration of
history.  The event was initiated by the
Latin American Student Service

Pioneers of the 
Red Rose Ball in
1981 (from left)
Ricky Diaz Sr.,
Belen Diaz, and
their sons Ricky Jr.,
Albert and Armando

There’s more 
good news inside!
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UH-Downtown
Addresses
Teacher
Shortage

While remaining focused on under-
graduate education, UHD is addressing
the state’s teacher shortage with the cre-
ation of its second post-graduate degree
— the Master of Arts in Teaching.  The
Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board recently approved the university’s
plan.  Applications will be available in
March and classes begin in June.

“UHD’s undergraduate program already has a
record of success in preparing quality teachers
for the urban classroom.  The master’s program
will further our mission of creating a strong
teaching force for Houston and Texas,” said Dr.
Max Castillo, UHD president.

Professionals holding a teaching certificate and
those working on emergency permits will benefit
most from the program.  UHD requires that stu-
dents accumulate points based on GPA, GRE
(verbal and analytical), and GRE-writing.  To fit
most teachers’ schedules, the coursework is
offered predominantly during summers.

Last year the Mary and Gordon Cain
Foundation donated $3.9 million over the next
ten years to provide scholarship opportunities
for outstanding students pursuing an undergrad-
uate, and now a graduate degree, in teaching. 

UHD became a leader in teacher education in
direct response to the growing need for quali-
fied, well-trained instructors in urban schools.
UHD offers unique field training for those 

The UHD Learners Community is in its first
year, and is already receiving important
community support.  (See related story
page 6)  The Brown Foundation has con-
tributed $400,000 to endow the program.
The gift meets a challenge requirement
included in the U.S. Department of
Education's recent $1.9 million award to
UH-Downtown.

The endowment created with the Brown
Foundation and Department of Education
funds will provide sustained support for con-
tinuation of the Learners Community.

"This gift will allow the university to institu-

Brown Foundation Makes $400,000
Gift to Learners Community

tionalize the academic support and student
success programs begun with Title V funds,"
said Robin Davidson, interim director of the
Learners Community. "First-time-in-college fresh-
men need guidance and support to succeed
in their first two years of college.  I believe
this program will begin to address those
needs."

The Brown Foundation was founded in 1951.
Eighty percent of its awards stay in Texas with
special attention paid to Houston.

Dr. Maconda O'Connor, a foundation trustee,
is a member of UH-Downtown's President's
Advisory Council.

Continued on page 2
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UH-Downtown’s emphasis on student success received
national attention when UHD was chosen to co-host a
prestigious national conference on new college stu-
dents.  The 20th Annual Conference on the First-Year
Experience was sponsored by the National Resource
Center for the First-Year Experience and Students in
Transition at the University of South Carolina.

Center Senior Fellow Dr. John Gardner invited UHD to
be involved after his visit last spring for the President’s
Colloquium titled “Shaping Strategies for Student
Success.”

“Dr. Gardner was impressed with UHD’s commitment
to serving students and our openness to new strate-
gies that will bolster their success,” said Robin
Davidson, interim director of the Learners Community.
“He wanted to highlight our university’s accomplish-
ments as a model for other institutions that are facing
similar challenges.”

The conference complemented UHD’s new Learners
Community, which targets first-year, first-time-in-college
students.  (See related story, page 6)

UH-Downtown participated in the conference in a
number of ways.  President Max Castillo welcomed
conference participants.  Learners Community staff
helped with organizational details.  Faculty members
Susan Kanter, Branden Kuzmick and Caroline Rubin-
Trimble made a presentation on how to help students
strengthen their reading skills through use of a 
reading lab.

The conference gave UHD faculty and staff the oppor-
tunity to swap strategies with educators from across
the country.

UHD Honored Through
National Conference
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Flowing black commencement robes
and the flat “mortarboard” cap:
these are the most powerful symbols
of any university’s success.  UH-
Downtown’s record at producing
graduates improves every year.  The
number of graduates has more than
doubled in the last ten years.  In the
last five years, the number has
increased by more than 60%.

More than 660 triumphant seniors
crossed the stage during UHD’s
commencement ceremony in
December, the largest group of
August and December candidates in
the history of the institution.

UHD’s multicultural student popula-
tion is richly diverse, and graduates
from the 1999-2000 academic
year closely reflected the composi-
tion of the city of Houston:  25%
African-American, 31% Anglo, 
13% Asian, 25% Hispanic, and 
5% of other nationalities.

Quality Collaboration =
Quality Teachers

Student speaker Joan Steinhaus, 
37, addressed fellow graduates in
December.  She received her B.A. in
Interdisciplinary Studies (Elementary
Education), specializing in mathematics.
Joan graduated summa cum laude with
a perfect 4.0 grade point average.  She
took nearly all of her UH-Downtown
classes in the Fort Bend area, at the
facility UHD shares with other UH
System universities in Sugar Land.

UHD offered a gateway to a second
career for Joan: she first worked as a
zookeeper at the Houston Zoo.  Joan
feels well prepared for the challenge of
teaching in a middle school, thanks to
the groundwork laid through UHD’s
Department of Urban Education.

A Growing
Crop of
Graduates

“It takes a village to raise a child.”
Reshape that wise adage a bit to
“It takes a village to make better
teachers.”  That’s one way to cap-
ture the essence of UH-Downtown’s
participation in The Houston
Annenberg Challenge, a program
that will focus on transforming the
way teachers are prepared.

UH-Downtown will combine its
exemplary urban teacher educa-
tion program with other similar 
programs at Houston area institu-
tions of higher education.  They

seeking degrees in elementary, secondary and bilingual
education. 

Students in the program continue to test high in the state’s
teacher certification exam.  They also tend to stick with the
profession — UHD graduates surpass the national average
for teacher retention.

For additional information, contact the Urban Education
department at UH-Downtown at 713-221-8906.

Teacher ShortageNew Degrees Help
Students “Get a Life!”
In addition to the new Master of
Arts in Teaching, UHD now offers
even more ways to prepare for
the future.  New degree programs
are underway in international
business and biotechnology, and
the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board just approved
three more:  communications 
studies, political science and 
sociology.

(from left) Jonathan Day, Board of Trustees Chairman for The Houston Annenberg Challenge and a member of UHD’s President’s
Advisory Council, Dean of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences Dr. Michael E. Dressman, and Dr. Ed Crowe with the U.S.
Department of Education

Continued from page 1

will collaborate to use a $3.9 mil-
lion Department of Education
grant in creating a national model
for the reform of teacher educa-
tion from grades K-16.  Houston
received one of only eight
Teacher Quality Education grants
awarded nationwide.

UHD was recognized for its par-
ticipation at a recent luncheon
along with partners University of
Houston, University of St. Thomas,
Texas Southern University and
Houston Community College.



UH-Downtown remembers the artist who cre-
ated one of the signature features of UHD’s
campus.  John Biggers died in January at
age 76.  His mural “Salt Marsh” serves as
the visual centerpiece for one of the newer
areas of campus, the third floor lobby of the
Academic building.

Painted in rich tones, the 10- by 27-foot
acrylic on canvas mural was inspired by an
ancient African children’s story about the
never-ending chase between a rabbit and a
turtle, representing renewal and the chang-
ing rhythm of the seasons.  UHD students
served as Biggers’ assistants during the pro-
ject.  The mural was dedicated in 1997.

A native of North Carolina, Biggers moved
to Houston to found Texas Southern
University’s art department in 1949.

Perhaps the most appropriate tribute to the
artist’s memory comes from one who creates
art with words, UHD Professor of English
and poet Lorenzo Thomas, who wrote the
poem at right.
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John Biggers:
1924-2001

Walk the hallways at
UHD during the time
between classes, take

a look at the crowd of students,
and you’ll get a vivid reminder of
one of the university’s most press-
ing challenges:  a critical short-
age of space.

Decisions made during the 77th
Session of the Texas Legislature
could ultimately give UHD more
elbow room.  If lawmakers
approve UH-Downtown’s request
for $30 million in tuition revenue
bonds, the university will be 
able to add a new building with
needed classrooms, laboratories,
and faculty offices.

According to standards estab-
lished by the Texas Higher
Education Coordinating Board

(THECB), UHD’s facilities deficit
would be more than 213-thou-
sand square feet by 2005,
assuming an enrollment of 9,111.
UHD could exceed that enroll-
ment figure in the next year.

The university currently has a
deficit in all five categories of the
space model developed by the
THECB.  The most crucial needs
are instructional space and faculty
office space.

“UHD faculty care about their stu-
dents and make themselves avail-
able to meet with them one-on-
one as much as possible,” said
Dr. Molly Woods, vice president
of academic affairs and provost.
“Many of our part-time faculty
members face the challenge of
finding a quiet spot where they
can sit with students and concen-

Words, like all splendid things
Familiar or obscure

Can tarnish over time
Telling a story is a burnishing

Smoothing & polishing the syllables
To bright reflection

We call that Memory

The ancients said,
Losing an elder
Is to lose a library

Then they invented Art
To stem such loss

We are men of woman born
And human being
Singers we are, and makers
Aspiring toward manhood, womanhood
A sanity of spirit known as grace

We thrive on mysteries
What can be made with fire and water

Wood and stone
Carefully selected mud
Work authorizes shapeliness

But vision creates form

II

When care and kindness
Compassion and concern 

Direct the mind
The motion of the intellect becomes a dance
And the deft hand

Can speak
Can weave or work sacred geometries
That section space into the arcs
Of humane understanding
And joyous trace of song

The watcher then becomes 
The seer and the doer

The wall records the hand’s reach
As the hand records the mind’s

An Arc Still Open
That was the way he took,
That was John’s path:

Griot, storyteller
Soft-spoken but loquacious sage

Alchemist of words and images
Child of Anancy, spinner of magic phrase

Sometimes this world of entropy and haste
Seems nothing more than a vast depot

With everyone of us,
Stressed, nonchalant,
Traveling light  or heavy burdened
In passage—
Chasing the tortoise and the hare

In endless round

III

Treasure our moments and our meetings here
Treasure the story and the memory
That will remain to testify when we embark
Upon the next stage of our neverending journey

— Lorenzo Thomas
1/31/01

Building for the Future at the State Capitol
trate on their questions.  So,
adding faculty offices would have
a direct benefit on our students.”

Another challenge is identification
of space for any new faculty posi-
tions that are approved.

The most recent expansion at UH-
Downtown was the addition in
1997 of the Academic building
and the Jesse H. Jones Student
Life Center.  More than 147,000
square feet of space holds class-
rooms, the multi-purpose Special
Events center, the Wilhelmina
Cullen Robertson Auditorium, and
a food court.  The Student Life
Center has two gyms, a fitness
center and weight room, and a
dance studio.

The Academic building is con-
nected to the original part of the

vertical campus, the One Main
building, a ten-story structure that
opened in 1930.

In the last year, UHD renovated the
third floor of the One Main building
to improve service to students.  The
One Stop Student Service Center
allows students to take care of busi-
ness without moving from floor to
floor, including registration, the
cashier, academic advising and
more.

Also on the drawing board is the
reclamation of the Willow Street
Pump Station, a historic structure
located directly across White Oak
Bayou from the One Main building.
Through funding provided by
Houston Endowment, the facility will
become a center for community and
cultural events.



Contributions to UH-Downtown are
vital to fulfilling our mission of
providing quality educational

opportunities to all students and opening
doors to many who might not otherwise be
able to pursue a college degree.  We greatly
appreciate the generosity shown to UHD by
the following corporations, foundations and
individuals between September 1, 2000
and February 1, 2001.  Please note that
numbers following a name signify the year
of graduation from UHD.

$250,000 to $500,000
The Brown Foundation

$50,000 to $100,000
Shell Oil Company Foundation

$5,000 to $10,000
Robert and Janice McNair Foundation 
Richard and Ann Trask

$1,000 to $4,999  
Agrawal Association of America 
BP Amoco
Compass Group 
Equiva Services LLC
Gene and Betty McDavid
Open Door Education Foundation
Deepamala R. Parthasarati 
Debbie, ‘94, and Bill, ‘79, Taff 

$250 to $999
Mary L. Kenney, ‘88
Sharon R. Matthews, ‘96
Transportation Club of Houston

$100 to $249
Elizabeth Lara Carreno, ‘96
Thomas M. England, ‘90
L. Renee Mauro-Fussell, ‘95
Emmanuel N. Mgbemena, ‘98
Mladenka-Fowler & Associates
Mary Lelia Saunders

Under $100
Leavery Yvonne Davidson, ‘95
Lajuana Destin, ‘99
Michael R. Dressman
Warren B. Hermes, ‘80
Jalinna J. Jones, ‘90
Lena Anne Kozielski, ‘92
Julie George Maliakkal, ‘91
Deanna M. Parmenter, ‘97
Thomas E. Potter, ‘92
Marilyn R. Williams, ‘88
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Generous 
Friends

of 
PARTNERS IN EXCELLENCE

The Partners in Excellence campaign
provides support to UHD’s computer
information systems degree program,
faculty and staff development, and
the Scholars Academy.

$10,000 to $25,000
AT&T
El Paso Corporation
Chevron

$1,000 to $4,999
Arthur M. and Estelle G. Alpert
Frederic J. Attermeier.
BCA Bricker & Cannady Architects
Cole Chemical and Distributing, Inc.
Fred de Roode and Diane Olson
JDA Professional Services, Inc.
Ann and Alan Earnest
Insource Technology
Kimberly A. Paisley
Gerald M. Pinto 
Jim and Ellen Seigler
Starlight Capital, Inc.

$500 to $999
Camden Building, Inc.
Consultants’ Choice, Inc.
Davis Brothers Construction
Suzanne Hauser
Robert and Anne Morales
Joe Ting

$250 to $499
Ross C. Allyn, ‘83
Gerald A. Bass, ‘89 & ‘92
Ergos Technology Partners
Irene and Lupe Fraga
Fredell Harding

Mary M. Stewart Jones, ‘92
Greg N. Martin
M. Anne Murphy
Reliable Automatic Sprinkler 

Company, Inc.
Milton and Yava Scott
Steve Sucher

$100 to $249
Teresa Byrd
Dr. Robert and Mrs. Helen Chang 
Sandra Farrar, ‘93
Oralia Castillo Ramirez, ‘99
Cher Ann Rudolphi, ‘94

Under $100
Dora Chen, ‘00
Art and Sandra Flanagan
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Henley
David B. Hoffman, ‘86
Albert M. Rodriguez, ‘93
Robert and Gertrude Vaden

RED ROSE BALL 2001

Anniversary Underwriter Table 
($20,000)

Duke Energy

Platinum Underwriter Tables 
($10,000)

The Robert and Jane Cizik Foundation
El Paso Corporation
J.P. Morgan Chase
Linda and Ken Lay Family
Mayor, Day, Caldwell & Keeton

Gold Underwriter Tables ($5,000)
Arthur Andersen LLP
Classic Printers
Deloitte & Touche LLP
ENRON
Hamilton Lewis Capital 

Management, Inc.
HCC Employee Benefits, Inc.
H-E-B
Locke Liddell & Sapp LLP
Ocean Energy, Inc.
Reliant Energy
Riviana Foods, Inc./Vaughan Nelson

Scarborough & McCullough
University of Houston

Silver Underwriter Tables ($3,500)
Stanford and Joan Alexander
AT&T
Baker Hughes Foundation
Bank of America
Barnes and Noble College Bookstores
Cingular Wireless 

(formerly Houston Cellular)
Dynegy Inc.
EGL, Inc.
Ray C. Fish Foundation
Carol and Tommy Harper
Hines
Houston Chronicle
David Huckin and Associates, Inc.
Maxxam
Beth and Charles Miller
Petro Amigos Supply, Inc.
Barbara and Vic Samuels/

Elizabeth and Albert Kidd
Vinson & Elkins
John L. Wortham & Son, LLP

Special Gifts
Andrews & Kurth, LLP
Michael D. Fabian
Fiesta Mart, Inc.

Jenard and Gail Gross
Frank J. and Catherine C. Hevrdejs
Jackson and Artie Lee Hinds
International Bank of Commerce 
Stephen and Ann Kaufman
Beth Robertson
Scurlock Foundation
Wilhelmina R. Smith
Southwestern Bell

MEMORIAL AND HONORARY GIFTS

In Memory of C.C. and Vera Anderson
Jane Anderson Fertig
Peggy Anderson Guy 
Susan Anderson Perry

In Memory of Jay Anderson
Chaney and Jo Jean Anderson
Jeff Anderson

In Memory of Emmett August
Hank and Mary Stewart, ‘92, Jones

In Honor of Shannon Doyle
Bill Brigman
Kathy Haney
Anjoo Sikka
Linda Vaden-Goad
Carolyn Waddles
Lisa Waldner

In Memory of John H. Lewis
Mary L. Kenney, ‘88, and 

John A. Kenney

In Honor of Ed Markey
Allison Scales, ‘96

IN-KIND GIFTS
Lyondell-Citgo Refining Limited

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS

Listed beneath the company names are the 
donors whose contributions made these matching 
gifts possible.

American General Corporation
Sonya, ‘88, and Gregary M. Goings

Chase Manhattan Foundation
Pulakendra Das, ‘83

Coca Cola Company
Cynthia Jean Buchanan, ‘88

Compaq Computer Corporation
Julie George Maliakkal, ‘91

Conoco, Inc.
Gerald M. Pinto

Dow Chemical Company Foundation
Martin James Cameron, ‘84

El Paso Energy Foundation
Francis Jude Neicheril, ‘98

Enron Foundation
R. Leon Ullrich, Jr.

Halliburton Foundation
James Edward Stafford, ‘90

Harris and Eliza Kempner Fund
Arthur M. and Estelle G. Alpert

Merrill Lynch and Company
Foundation, Inc.

Cher Ann Rudolphi, ‘94

PriceWaterhouseCoopers Foundation
Gerald A. Bass, ‘89 & ‘92

A delegation of Japanese engineers —
most of them members of the
Engineering Advancement Association
of Japan — toured UHD’s Engineering
Technology Department during a recent
visit to Houston.  They had heard about
UHD’s unique program in process and
piping design and requested a pro-
gram overview and laboratories tour.

While on campus, the Japanese engi-
neers heard about other Engineering
Technology Department programs and
UHD’s partnership with the Society of
Piping Engineers and Designers (SPED).
The society has a longstanding relation-
ship with UHD, providing initiatives in
scholarship support, lab equipment 

Partners in 
Excellence Update
As of the date of this publica-
tion, we’ve raised $100,005
of our goal of $150,000,
which is the amount that will
be matched two-for-one by
the Marian and Speros Martel
Foundation, as well as
through the Scholars
Academy federal grants.

CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS
Small Craft Warnings: March 30-31, April 1, 4-7, O’Kane Theatre;  play by
Tennessee Williams.  For ticket information, call 713-221-8104.

Commencement: May 12, 3 p.m., Reliant Arena.

American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS) Golf Tournament: May
14, Willow Fork Country Club, 21055 Westheimer, to raise scholarship funds for
UHD’s Criminal Justice Department.  For more information, call M. “Shadow” Herman
at 713-507-3900.

UHD Alumni Association Gala: Saturday, June 9, 7 p.m., Special Events
Center;  second annual gala — featuring dinner, awards and dancing — for all inter-
ested alumni.  Details and ticket information are available from the Alumni Association
office, 713-221-8993.

Summer in England: May 14-25, visiting literary and tourist sites in London,
Oxford, Bath, Stratford-upon-Avon and more.  Call 713-221-8079.

Dr. N.S. Nandagopal, associate professor of engineering technology and SPED director, meets with Japanese engineers during the tour.

The East-West Pipeline
purchases, and a summer institute for
high school students.  SPED is a major
financial contributor to UHD’s engineer-
ing technology program.

The process and piping design program,
coordinated by Dr. N. S. Nandagopal,
meets the special needs of the Houston-
Gulf Coast area which is a center for
engineering, procurement and construc-
tion companies, as well as the chemical
and petrochemical industries.

The partnership between SPED and UHD
is a natural fit because UHD offers the
only four-year accredited baccalaureate
degree in piping design and SPED is the
only professional society exclusively for
piping designers and engineers.



Women's Month 2001
Women's Month at UHD explores the spectrum of women's experi-

ences — on matters of culture, politics, art, health and more.
Scheduled over the month of March, events range from 

concerts to a discussion on women and politics.

Highlighted are events that include a group of women 
professionals from Denmark.  Pia Deleuran, an attorney and

co-author of two books on women's issues, will be joined by
a Danish sociologist, a children's book publisher, and artist/

photographers.  On March 26th, 27th and 28th, they'll participate in
an exchange of views on life for women in Denmark and in America.

For a complete online schedule of events, check www.uhd.edu/
news/calendars/womensmonth/index.html
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“Alumni Notes” Update Form

Name: __________________________ Student Name: __________________________
(if different)

Graduation Year:_____________ Social Security #:__________________________________

Home Address: __________________________________________________________

City: __________________ State: ____ Zip: ____ Home Phone: ______________________

Employer: ____________________________________________________________

Business Address: ________________________________________________________

City: __________________ State: ____ Zip: ____ Bus. Phone: ______________________

E-mail address(es):________________________________________________________

News for the “Alumni Notes” page in the next publication: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

ALUMNI TAKE NOTE:

UHD alumni will get an irresistible
opportunity:  two-for-one giving
through the Alumni Annual Fund.
Alumni can expect letters and
phone calls soon to alert them to
the program.

The 2001 Alumni Annual Fund
will support major new initiatives
that are vital to UHD.  Gifts to the
fund will assist in:

• establishing an endowed pro-
fessorship in Computer
Information Systems in UHD’s
College of Business,

• enhancing faculty and staff
development throughout the uni-
versity, and

• providing scholarships for
promising students interested in
math, science and engineering
fields.

A very special feature...all gifts to
the Alumni Annual Fund will be
matched by outside organiza-
tions, so every dollar contributed
will result in as many as two more
dollars for UH-Downtown.  The

Organization (LASSO) in 1981
thanks to chairperson Armando
Diaz and his two brothers (and 
fellow students) Albert and Ricky Jr.

The brothers used a handy
pipeline to secure some star
power to entertain at the inaugural
event:  the Ricky Diaz Orchestra,
under the direction of their father,
Ricky, Sr.  To make it 
a complete family affair, their
mother, Belen Compean Diaz,
pitched in to help organize the
ball, which was held at the old
Shamrock Hilton.  LASSO students
raised $20,000 that first year,
and a tradition of generosity was
born.

The three Diaz brothers all gradu-
ated from the University of
Houston Downtown College, as
UHD was called then.  Armando
is an attorney, Ricky Jr. is in finan-
cial services, and Albert is a
finance director.  All speak fondly
of their alma mater.

Filmmaker William Greaves

“UHD
has had
a spe-
cial mis-
sion for
first genera-
tion college stu-
dents,” says Armando.  “We held
the first ball to help build prestige
and pride in the university.”

Ricky remembers the Red Rose
Ball as a high point of his college
career:  “It feels good to know
we helped establish this scholar-
ship event.  My brothers and I
are proud that it still lives on and
has grown over these past twenty
years.”

For ticket or table sales informa-
tion, call 713-221-8595.

Double the Gift, Double
the Pleasure of Giving

Marian and Speros Martel
Foundation of Houston has gener-
ously pledged $250,000 for the
endowed CIS professorship on
the condition that the university
raise $125,000 in matching
funds.  In addition, the National
Science Foundation and several
other federal agencies have com-
mitted $3.4 million for UHD’s
new Scholars Academy, but the
university must raise a total of $1
million for scholarships to encour-
age promising students to pursue
math and science degrees.

What’s more, all expenses 
associated with the fund drive
have already been covered, so
every penny contributed to the
Alumni Annual Fund will go to the
targeted programs.  Gifts are 
tax-deductible, of course.

Additional information about the
Alumni Annual Fund is available
from the University Advancement
Office, UH-Downtown, One Main
Street, Suite 621-S, Houston, TX
77002, 713-221-8045.

A Bouquet of
Twenty Roses

Continued from page 1

Black History Month
UHD celebrated Black History Month with a variety of events,
including appearances by leading African-American filmmaker and
historian William Greaves (pictured below), this semester's Artist-in-
Residence for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. He
screened his award-winning documentaries Ida B. Wells: A Passion
for Justice and Ralph Bunche: An American Odyssey, his 2001
Sundance Film Festival feature, with UHD students, faculty and staff.



Annual Science and
Engineering Fair
Over 1,400 junior high and high school students will rev up their
computers and gear up their calculators to compete in the 42nd
Annual Science and Engineering Fair of Houston (SEFH), March
22-24 at the Reliant Arena.

Future scientists and mathematicians tune up their skills in categories
like microbiology, medicine and health, science and zoology, bio-
chemistry and earth and space science.

Competition is stiff, with more than 175 schools participating from
the 16-county greater Houston area.  UHD’s Natural Science Chair,
Dr. Larry Spears, is the executive director of SEFH and UHD
President Max Castillo sits on the board of directors.  Co-sponsors
include The Engineering, Science and Technology Council of
Houston and the Houston Museum of Natural Science.  The fair
also sponsors science writing and technical poster design contests.

Over 1,500 volunteers from UHD, corporations and institutions are
responsible for making the huge event a success.

UHD participates in sev-
eral outreach programs
that promote math and
science study including
Houston Prep (a pre-col-
lege math and science
preparation program),
partnerships with Johnson
Space Center/NASA
and collaborations with
the Museum of Natural
Science.  SEFH partici-
pants who apply for
study at UHD can
become eligible for the
Scholar’s Academy,
which offers scholarships
to those pursuing degrees
in math, science and
other technical fields.

For many new college students,
the freshman year brings culture
shock:  new faces, new environ-
ment, new demands.  To make
the first year experience a positive
one, the new Learners Community
program is underway at UH-
Downtown.

Designed to promote the success
of entering college freshmen, the
program is funded through a
$1.9 million federal grant and a
generous $400,000 gift from the
Brown Foundation (see story
page 1).  The program helps cre-
ate a sense of community and
camaraderie for first year students

Pictured above are the 25 out-
standing students receiving Red
Rose Scholarships this year.  They
represent UH-Downtown's finest —
women and men honored for aca-
demic achievement, leadership
potential, community activism and
commitment to higher education.
Many are the first in their family to
attend college, often while work-
ing, supporting a family and
attending evening and weekend
classes.  All will have their
moment in the spotlight at the Red
Rose Ball on March 30.  Here
are just a few.

Catherine Blount is an interdisci-
plinary studies major with a minor
in biology who hopes to attend
graduate school to study physical
therapy. Her passion for helping
others is driven by caring for her
own physically-disabled parents.
Originally a volunteer, Catherine
now works part-time at The
Institute for Rehabilitation and
Research.

UHD Friend 
in the Spotlight
David Cassell, a member of UHD’s
Partners in Excellence committee, was
nominated by Houston Business Journal
(HBJ) for HBJ’s Entrepreneur of the Year
award.  He is founder of Consultants’
Choice, a company that provides senior-
level technology professionals on a short
term basis.  The company was recently
ranked second in HBJ’s Houston 100, the
annual listing of fastest-growing small
businesses.

Cassell has provided support for scholar-
ships in the computer information systems
program at UH-Downtown through the
Open Door Educational Foundation.

UHD’s Learners Community is First Class
while providing academic support.

The Learners Community combines
a number of innovative strategies.
Unlike the more typical university
practice, students are enrolled in
classes in groups that stay together
for two or more courses.  That
way students get to know each
other so that they can benefit from
teamwork and the encouragement
of their peers.

Courses are linked, with two facul-
ty members working together to
coordinate projects that combine
the subjects of each class.  For
example, an English composition
class that develops writing skills

would be linked with a computer
information systems class that
teaches Microsoft Word, a soft-
ware program needed to com-
plete an English class writing
assignment.

Other combinations would link
English and history, or English
and psychology.  As much as
possible, students are also kept
together in math classes.

This interdisciplinary collaboration
not only benefits students, it also
helps stretch the skills of faculty
members who are able to look
beyond the day-to-day concerns
of their individual fields of study.

Another aspect of the Learners
Community is supplemental
instruction, a student-to-student
peer mentoring approach.

Academically-successful students
are engaged to serve as role
models or peer mentors for the first
year students.  The peer mentors
lead study sessions to provide a
more comfortable environment for
discussions or explanations about
the concepts they heard in class.

Supplemental instruction works.
Students who participate generally
have higher grade point averages
and are less likely to drop out of
courses.

Currently, approximately 150 stu-
dents are enrolled in UHD’s
Learners Community.  That number
should grow over the next few
years as the federal grant and 
private funds begin to pump addi-
tional money into the program.
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The Red Rose Scholars
Ekong E. Uffort is an applied
microbiology major from Nigeria
who hopes to continue his educa-
tion in order to become a cardio-
vascular surgeon. In UHD's
Scholars Academy, he volunteers
with the Leeuwenhoek Society
and the Health Professionals
Organization at UHD.

Michelle Shuck has a 4.0 grade
point average in engineering
technology with a specialty in
control and instrumentation.  She
works part-time at Halliburton
Energy Services and as a tutor in
UHD's Engineering Technology
Lab.  Michelle provides stability
for her mentally disabled sister,
diagnosed with autism at an 
early age.

Mitchell L. Garcia, is a criminal
justice major with three consecu-
tive semesters on the Dean's List.
On HPD's Bicycle Team, he
serves as vice-president of the
Criminal Justice Honor Society
and is active in a number of 
organizations.  He is a past 100
Club Police Officer of the Year.



How May I Help?
Students looking for ways to donate their talents and energies found the connections 
they needed in January at Make a Difference Day.  Sponsored by UHD’s Volunteer Center,
the event connected students with opportunities for service at more than 60 nonprofit 
organizations.

Here’s a sampling of participating agencies:  The Houston Humane Society, People with
AIDS, LIFE (Local Infant Formula for Emergencies), Families Under Urban and Social Attack,
and Houston Food Bank.

Sheree Sturdivant, a student coordinator of the event, believes volunteering makes students
well-rounded people:  “It helps you realize that there are people less fortunate than you,
and that one person can make a difference.”

The next major student project is planned for April 7 — Community Outreach Day.  Last
year, more than 80 students painted
three houses in the Denver Harbor
and Fifth Ward neighborhoods.  A
similar effort is planned for this year.
Anyone interested in participating
or in serving as a sponsor should
call 713-221-8573.

Artwork
explores
human
relations
Join the downtown arts community

at the O’Kane Gallery for its latest installation,
an exhibit by Rhonda Rougeau entitled “Don’t Stop Now.”  The

exhibit runs from March 1 through 30.

Rougeau’s work incorporates a multitude of media including drawing, painting, litho film,
xerography and a variety of three-dimensional materials like metal, rubber, wood and
hydrastone.  

Rougeau is strongly influenced by her southwest Louisiana roots and the Cajun French 
culture that dominates the area around Vinton, where she grew up.  She uses images of
something she knows well – her family.  Images from six generations are represented in
her artwork.

“My work deals with relationships in a rapidly fading culture,” says Rougeau.  “I have just
begun to explore some ideas about how relationships have survived and evolved in the
midst of cultural pressures, politics and religion.”

Rougeau is a member of the Women’s Caucus for the Arts and “Don’t Stop Now” is part
of the UHD’s Women’s Month activities.  She has exhibited mostly in Texas and Louisiana
with additional shows in New York, Washington, D.C., Pennsylvania and Missouri.  She
continues to teach art appreciation, drawing, design, art history, computer art, illustration,
drafting and CAD in Houston-area colleges and universities.

BRAGGING
RIGHTS
You might say that UHD’s Dr. Ralph
Kauffmann has “purchasing power.”  Dr.
Kauffmann is an assistant professor and coor-
dinator of UHD’s well-respected purchasing
and supply management degree program.  In
December, he was a featured speaker at the
National Association of Purchasing
Management (NAPM) Third Annual Economic
Summit in New York, offering a semiannual
economic forecast for the group.

Dr. Kauffmann is frequently sought out by
national media as an expert in the field.  He
conducts monthly nationwide surveys of 300
members of NAPM and is interviewed regu-
larly by national media outlets such as The
New York Times and Wall Street Journal.

Dr. Kauffmann worked in the purchasing man-
agement industry for 30 years.  He is one of
many faculty members in UHD’s College of
Business who give students the benefit of their
real world experience.  The purchasing and
supply management program is housed in the
Department of Management, Marketing and
Business Administration.

Make a Difference Day brought nonprofits like Center for the Retarded, Inc., together with students interested in volunteering in the community.

O’KANE
THEATRE
The UH-Downtown University Theatre will present the
Tennessee Williams play, Small Craft Warnings, this
spring in O’Kane Theatre located on the third floor of
the One Main Building.  Opening night is Friday,
March 30 at 8 p.m.

Dr. Thomas J. Lyttle, director of theatre, is in charge
of the production.

Additional performances at 8 p.m. include:
Saturday, March 31; Thursday, April 5; Friday, 
April 6; and Saturday, April 7.  A matinee perfor-
mance is on Sunday, April 1 at 3 p.m.  Special
1:30 p.m. student matinee performances are
Wednesday, April 4 and Friday, April 6.

Small Craft Warnings is set in a coastal bar in south-
ern California and features a group of derelict char-
acters searching for comfort and support  from each
other.  It was first performed off-Broadway in 1972.

In a letter to his long-time agent, Audrey Wood,
Tennessee Williams once wrote: “As you have
observed by now, I have only one major theme for
all my work which is the destructive impact of society
on the sensitive, non-conformist individual.”

In his writings, Williams (1911-1983) deals primarily
with themes about the south and divided his time
between New Orleans, New York and Key West.
Among his more famous works are: A Streetcar
Named Desire; Cat on a Hot Tin Roof; and The
Glass Menagerie.

For further information about the play, or to make
reservations, please call the Department of Arts and
Humanities at 713-221-8104.
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UH-Downtown could play a signif-
icant role in helping the people of
Bulgaria make the transition from

A Compact for Caring
UHD President Max Castillo (on right) greets General Colin Powell (on left) at the Founding of the Texas Campus Compact.  The Texas Commission 
on Volunteerism and Community Service serves as the facilitator for the program which focuses on encouraging community service by college and 
university students.  General Powell, now Secretary of State, led America’s Promise, the nationwide initiative that promoted volunteerism on behalf of
children and youth.  Dr. Castillo served as a co-chair for the local arm of the effort, called Houston’s Promise.

Welcome 
to       ....
...or, “Welcome back!”  That’s the
message from UHD-Day, an event to
be held on the first day of each term to
introduce incoming students to opportu-
nities and services available at UHD.

On hand this spring were representa-
tives from student organizations and
staff offices that provide service to 
students.  To liven things up, attendees
were treated to free snacks and 
door prizes.

Dr. Nicola Yankov, Milena Andreeva Yordanova, and
Ivan Ivanov of the Tsenov Academy of Economics learn
about the technology used by UHD in instructional
television courses.

Capitalism 101
socialism to capitalism.  UHD and
Bulgaria’s Tsenov Academy of
Economics are participating in a
joint research program to help
Bulgaria utilize information tech-
nology in developing a model for
a new economy.  Bulgaria’s goal
is to qualify for membership in the
European Union in 2007.

Participants on both sides of the
ocean plan to include students in
the program.

In January, representatives from
the Tsenov Academy visited UH-
Downtown to hear presentations
from UHD faculty and staff from
across the institution.  In May, Dr.
Madeline Johnson, associate pro-
fessor of marketing, and Dr.
Richard Alo, executive director,
grants and contracts, will travel to
Bulgaria to continue the discus-
sion.


