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Commencement is one photo in a slide show of photos
on UHD’s new Web site home page. The slides can
change frequently supporting programs and marketing
efforts. The home page also includes a feed of featured
stories as well as calendar activities on the lower 
portion of the page.

ABOUT THE COVER

Just weeks ago, UHD completed the first phase
of a major Web site redesign, creating an new,
virtual home that better meets the needs of

visitors and more clearly defines UHD’s identity
and mission.

“Web sites play an increasingly important role in
marketing universities,” said UHD President Max
Castillo.  “Having a modern, accurate site with
content that changes frequently helps draw
prospective students and keeps alumni coming
back to see what’s new on campus.”

The Division of Public Affairs and Information Tech-
nology jointly coordinated the redesign effort
which involved individuals from all areas of the
university. While many web pages have been
updated, work will continue through the fall until
the site is completely converted to the new format

The University’s Web Team hopes that you will
take a few minutes and visit www.uhd.edu.  

Here are some of the improvements you will find:

Clearly delineated audience paths for prospec-
tive students, alumni, the business community
and other key groups.

New modern graphics that picture actual UHD
students.

Features about UHD’s accomplished 
faculty.

Easy links to university news and events.

A new homepage photo gallery

A new A-Z Index.

An improved search function.

A blue navigation bar and header that improve
site navigation

Thousands of updated and new pages.

Web team members based improvements on
internal and external research and testing that
included considerations for accessibility, usability
and effective communication.

If you have suggestions for features or other infor-
mation that you would like to see on the Web
site, email us at publicaffairs@uhd.edu.

NEW WEB SITE

OFFERS A VIRTUAL

VIEW OF

TODAY’S UHD
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The Texas Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board has approved a Uni-
versity of Houston-Downtown

proposal to offer a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree in Insurance and
Risk Management.
The new degree program is designed to
develop career professionals for the
insurance and risk management indus-
try, enhance the industry’s public image,
and conduct research of interest for the
insurance industry and consumers, said
Don Bates, Dean of UHD’s College of
Business. 

The new degree plan will be offered
through the new UHD Insurance and
Risk Management Center (“the Center”)
which will be located in the new College
of Business building located at 1021
North Main.  The Center will be a place
of collaboration between education and
industry to ensure that fundamental
knowledge and theories of insurance
and risk management are balanced
appropriately with the real world.

“We received a lot of support from a full
spectrum of players in the insurance
industry,” Bates said. “That support
enabled us to move from the start of
planning in April 2006 to approval this
week – that’s warp speed by academic
standards. That shows the real industry
need for people who know and under-
stand insurance and the practice of risk
management.”

UHD alumnus David de Roode, Houston
Chief Operating Officer of BancorpSouth
Insurance Services, approached Bates
two years ago about the shortage of
young, educated people pursuing a
career in insurance and the growing
void of talent within the $800 billion
industry existent in Texas today.

“The idea was to create a broad educa-
tional program that would address the
various aspects and levels of the insur-
ance and risk management industry;
property and casualty insurance, life 
and health insurance, employee bene-
fits, contract surety and bonds as well 
as other forms of risk finance and the
various ways to manage risk,” de 
Roode said. “Our ultimate goal is to 
provide the industry and the public 
with young, knowledgeable professionals
who will require little or no additional
fundamental training upon graduation
to enable them to hit the ground 
running.”

UHD and Houston Community College
(HCC) have created a partnership that
offers special assistance to international
students who are interested in transfer-
ring to UHD to complete an undergradu-
ate degree.

Interested students will sign up for the
International Joint Admissions (IJA) part-
nership while studying at HCC. They can
complete a two-year associate degree
program at the community college while
jointly enrolled in UHD. IJA participants,
who graduate from HCC with a 3.0
grade point average, or better, become
eligible for a $1,000 scholarship toward
UHD classes.

The program starts this spring. 

“It is really a perfect opportunity for the
international student on many levels,”
says UHD President Max Castillo. “They
pay a very affordable tuition while they
are completing an associate degree at
HCC and then ease into the UHD curricu-
lum with the help of academic advisors,
the scholarship, and the services we can
offer them before they make the full
transition.”

UHD is the third most affordable public
institution in the state and offers a wide
variety of undergraduate degrees and
graduate programs in criminal justice,
professional writing, security manage-
ment for executives and teaching.

“This partnership offers a unique opportu-
nity for our international students," says
Mary S. Spangler, chancellor of the

UHD and HCC Sign International Joint Admissions Partnership Agreement

UHD Launches Insurance, Risk Management Degree Program
The Bates-deRoode team started discus-
sions with insurance industry leaders to
see if they had any interest in develop-
ing a regional insurance and risk man-
agement program, what the program
should include and whether the indus-
try was willing to support the program.
Bates calculated the start-up costs and
set $150,000 as a fund-raising goal.

“I told David, if we could raise
$150,000, then I’d start moving the
concept through the approval process,”
Bates said. “With David’s hard work
and help, we raised $180,000 in 60
days. That was the largest amount of
money raised from the most donors in
the shortest time in UHD’s history.”
Bates started the approval process and

58,000-student community college sys-
tem. "Because HCC enrolls more interna-
tional students than any other community
college in the nation, the agreement
between UHD and HCC provides our stu-
dents with an affordable, convenient and
accessible transition into a baccalaureate
program."

According to the International Institute of
Education, Houston Community College
had the highest percentage of interna-
tional student enrollment in the nation in
2007.

“The partnership is beneficial for both HCC
and UHD, but especially for the students,”

with de Roode’s help fund raising con-
tinued. To date, they’ve raised $340,000
in cash or pledges and are continuing
the fund raising and marshalling of
industry resources.

The first classes will be offered next fall
and registration will begin this spring.
Industry professionals will teach the
classes. “We are truly building this
thing from the ground up,” Bates said.
Business degree students can major in
insurance and risk management and
non-business degree students can get a
minor with six classes including an
internship. 

“We think the internship program will
be a major source of initial employ-

ment for our students,” Bates said. 
The Center will offer scholarships to
students with grade point averages of
2.8 or higher. The higher the student’s
GPA, the larger the scholarship award.

The first students who sign up for the
degree program will have opportunities
to access scholarships, shape the insur-
ance and risk management student
association, impact course content and
interact with industry leaders, he said.
Students also will be prepared for a 
field that offers secure, stable, well-pay-
ing jobs.

For more information, email Bates at
cobdean@uhd.edu or call his office at
713-221-8179.

says Ed Apodaca, vice president of stu-
dent services and enrollment manage-
ment at UHD. “We are trying to increase
opportunities for international students
to help them complete an undergraduate
degree in Texas. The partnership will
ease their transition to the four-year uni-
versity and make them more familiar
with the services and people before they
begin taking classes at UHD.”

In addition to academic advising, IJA stu-
dents participate in orientation, and
receive student visa services. They also
have access to tutorial labs and UHD
computer services.

UHD President Max Castillo and Mary S. Spangler, chancellor,
Houston Community College System, sign the joint admissions
agreement on Dec. 15.



The eighth annual UHD Student
Research Conference showcasing
research, project posters and oral

presentations of UHD students and
recent graduates will be from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Friday, April 17, in the Wil-
helmina Cullen Robertson Auditorium
and Special Events Center.

The conference includes students’ work
from the Colleges of Sciences and Tech-
nology, Humanities and Social Sci-
ences, Business, and Public Service. 

“The Student Research Conference was
started as an activity to allow students
to get the experience of presenting their
undergraduate research accomplish-
ments in a manner and environment
similar to how scientists present
research results at professional meet-
ings,” said Larry Spears, professor of
chemistry.

The first three Student Research Confer-
ences were funded by a $1.75 million
grant from the U.S. Office of Naval
Research.  Spears was principal investi-
gator for the grant that also was used to
start the College of Science and Tech-
nology's Scholars Academy.

“Students often think scholarship is just

for the classroom, but through the con-
ference, they can see it is also for the
community,” said Gene Preuss, assis-
tant professor of history and conference
co-chair with Jeong-Mi Yoon, associate
professor of mathematics.  “They can
get a taste of real world scholarship
where professional researchers share
their work with colleagues and the
greater community.”

Qualifying activities are projects stu-
dents completed as part of internships,
independent or directed study at UHD,
upper-level research-oriented lab
courses, senior type or graduate level
projects or any other research on or off
campus.  UHD’s Scholars Academy
sponsors the conference with funding
from the Brown Foundation, National
Science Foundation, U.S. Army
Research Office, U.S. Department of
Education and UHD.  Last year’s confer-
ence drew more than 300 guests, fac-
ulty and students for eight oral
presentations and 100 poster presenta-
tions. 

The conference keynote speaker is Vicki
King, who graduated from UHD with a
bachelor of science degree and a master
of science degree in criminal justice

and who now is an
assistant chief with
the Houston Police
Department. 

As a MSCJ student,
King conducted a
qualitative study,
using primarily
interviews, to examine the problems
with the Houston Crime Lab, said Clete
Snell, UHD Criminal Justice Depart-
ment chair. She presented the results of
the research in the MSCJ Research
Design class. The paper titled “Hous-
ton’s Crime Lab: The Challenge of
Restoring Forensic Credibility” was
published in the journal Law Enforce-
ment Executive Forum in 2006.  The
paper provides a detailed discussion of
the problems of the Houston Crime Lab,
how they evolved over time, and the
transparent process of reform to restore
credibility and confidence in the lab. 

King’s thesis involved an ambitious
program evaluation.  She conducted an
evaluation of the Houston Police
Department’s Family Violence Initia-
tive.  The study was set up as a quasi-
experimental design with
neighborhoods that received services

and matched neighbor-
hoods that did not.  Neigh-
borhoods that received
family violence services
reported significantly fewer
incidents of family vio-
lence.  King is a strong
advocate of applied
research and using
research results to make
improvements in agencies
and in society in general,
Snell said.

In addition to showcasing
outstanding UHD student
research and intensive
projects, the conference
provides opportunities for
students to network and
meet the representatives
from academia and indus-
try who typically attend.
Students find their confer-
ence experiences helpful in
a variety of ways and for

some it paves the way for them to par-
ticipate in regional and national confer-
ences, said Vicky Estrera, director of the
UHD Scholars Academy.

Vien Lam was a chemistry major in
UHD’s College of Science and Technol-
ogy and a member of the Scholars
Academy. She is in medical school at
the University of Texas at Houston.

Lam said, “Conducting and presenting
research for the Student Research Con-
ference gave me the flexibility to be
placed in the medical school of my
choice as well as the skills and knowl-
edge to utilize in my professional career.
I now have the skills such as effective
communication, critical thinking and
problem solving to succeed in medical
school.  The most important thing I
gained from participating in the SRC
was the development of confidence in
presenting.  I am very appreciative of all
the opportunities I was given at Univer-
sity Houston-Downtown.” 

William Holtkamp was a computer 
science major at UHD and is now in the
doctoral program in computer sciences
at the University of Houston.

Holtkamp said, “For me, the SRC was 
a growing experience.  I remember
attending my freshman year and think-
ing the presenters were bold and per-
haps a little crazy.  At the time, I
couldn’t imagine myself being confi-
dent enough to openly discuss a
research project in front of so many
people, especially when professors were
in the audience. 

“Under the tutelage of the Scholars
Academy, I later become one of those
crazy individuals. The summer follow-
ing my freshman year, I started my first
research project.  The introduction to
the realm of research studies was fasci-
nating, and later translated to my first
poster presentation at the SRC.  
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HPD Assistant Chief and UHD Grad Vicki King will Speak

UHD Student Research Conference Showcases
Student Research, Projects and Presentations

SPRING

CAREER EXPO
The Spring Career Expo drew 60
employers and hundreds of students
who traded information, resumes
and career information March 5. 
The employers represented a range
of industries including several law
enforcement agencies. UHD’s Career
Services office sponsored the event.

Career Services
helps enrolled stu-
dents and univer-
sity graduates
develop career
options, choose
majors and gradu-
ate programs and
prepare for their
job search. 



By Mesias Pedroza
Currently, I am a second year graduate student.
During the early years of my education, never
did I imagine of one day becoming a scientist.
Although I was born in America, I finished pri-
mary school in Mexico and later I returned to
America to complete my high school education.
During this transition, not only did I encounter a
language barrier and a cultural difference, but at
the same time I experienced the inner-city,
minority population, and low-academic perform-
ance high school education that hindered me
academically. Therefore, starting and finishing a
college education became a challenge that I
decided to undertake the initiative and commit-
ment in making knowledge and education a pri-
ority in spite of the numerous disadvantages. 

In my second year of college at the University of
Houston-Downtown (UHD), I took a general
biology course that completely changed my per-
spective towards science.  This class was so
compelling in portraying science not just as the
study of nature but as the means for environ-
mental sustainability, proper understanding and
improvement of humanity and social environ-
ment.  It was at that point when I knew that I
wanted to pursue a career in the biological sci-
ences.  I wanted to build on the scientific knowl-
edge base, and become a scientist to help solve
the scientific questions that may improve the sci-
ence of healthcare and ultimately the wellbeing
of humankind.  At the same time, I realized that
in order to achieve my established educational
goals, I would have to remain persistent in seek-

ing financial support from various sources such 
as financial aid and scholarships.

In order to overcome my deficient academic back-
ground I sought after dedicated UHD faculty and
mentors, who shaped and directed my academic
path and goals by referring me to prestigious

research internship opportunities.  Another factor
contributing to my career goal of becoming a scien-
tist is that I was a member of the Scholars Academy
(SA), an academically competitive program that pro-
motes scholarship and student success. My research
experience gained from the Undergraduate Research
Program at UHD and the University of Texas Medical
Branch (UTMB) introduced me to the methods, pro-
cedures, and techniques used in science laboratories
that equipped me with valuable skills required for

applied research. As a result from these experi-
ences, I became a research SA mentor at UHD
where I trained students on how to analyze data,
troubleshoot experiments, and interpret results.  
I was equipped to provide mentorship, assistant-
ship, and guidance to new laboratory students

from diverse backgrounds.  

While a member of the Scholars Academy, I partici-
pated in one regional (Texas Branch-ASM) and two
national scientific conferences (ABRCMS and SAC-
NAS) and was selected to receive awards for out-
standing oral and poster presentations; in turn, I
encouraged and guided mentees and students to
participate in high level research internships and
present their project in national conferences to
heighten their interest in a larger scientific commu-

nity as a tool to unravel their academic career.  
Participating at the Student Research Conference at
UHD for several times giving both oral and poster
presentations enabled me to exemplified at national
conferences the high-level education and advanced
training that UHD and the SA offers to students.  As
a result of my close connection with the SA and the
UHD faculty I am able to accomplish my academic
goals with a bright start!  For example, in 2008 I
received the Ford Foundation Fellowship and in
2009 I was the recipient of the Gigli Family
Endowed Scholarship and I was invited to participate
and present my work at the Keystone Symposia on
Fibrosis. 

Definitely, the SA and the UHD faculty have signifi-
cantly contributed to the fulfillment of my objectives
as a scientist, which are to create a landmark contri-
bution in understanding cellular processes and to
provide a leadership model for the underrepresented
Hispanic community in the field of science. My con-
stant participation in research has impacted my aca-
demic aspirations.  I know I want to be a scientist
because I want to organize, plan, complete, develop
new projects and meet and exceed the expectations
of those around me.  After I finish my graduate edu-
cation, I plan to teach in academia, communicate,
coordinate, and provide laboratory operations as a
Principal Investigator in my own laboratory.  

Mesias Pedroza was a UHD biotechnology major.
He now is in the doctoral program at the Gradu-
ate School of Biomedical Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Houston. While Pedroza was at
UHD, he won several awards at national scientific
meetings for his research.

Each year thereafter, I was engaged in
some sort of research project and conse-
quently presented a poster at the SRC
each of those years.  Learning from
mistakes and gaining confidence along
the way, I gave an oral presentation in
my senior year.  The very activity I
thought would never be able to do three
years prior, I was doing all thanks to
guidance provided by the SA and the
experiences I had in the SRC. 

“These days, I am a graduate student
working on a doctoral degree in Com-
puter Science.  I give four or five presen-
tations every semester and am typically
working on two to three research proj-
ects.  I think my experiences with
preparing and presenting at the SRC

University Calendar of Events
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Student Launches Award-Winning Research at SRC

Mesias Pedroza is an award winning researcher. A UHD graduate, he now is
in the doctoral program at the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences at the
University of Texas at Houston.

April 9
COB Executive Speaker Series

April 15
UHD Bayou Bash/Culture on the
Bayou

April 17
Student Research Conference

April 22
Earth Day 

April 25
Drama Awards Banquet

April 30
UHD Student Art Show

May 2
Ninth Annual Dragon Boat Festival

May 5
Teaching Certification Information
Session

May 9
11th annual High Art Show

May 9
Spring Final Exams

May 16–23
Drama Trip to Greece

May 17
46th Commencement
Minute Maid Park

May 18–29
College of Humanities and Social
Sciences 2009 Study Abroad
London and Paris

have made this work more routine than
daunting.  Thanks to the SRC, profes-
sors now can’t get me to stop talking
about work, and I wouldn’t want it any
other way.” 

The UHD Student Research Conference
is non-competitive.  Participants will
receive a copy of the proceedings, a cer-
tificate of participation, a special
memento and an important experience
to include within their resumes.

Abstracts included in the proceedings
may be listed as a publication.

For information, call 713-222-5344 or
email scholars@uhd.edu. Information
is also available at the Scholars Acad-
emy Web site, www.uhd.edu/scholars.
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UHD faculty and students are
using a grant totaling nearly 
$1 million from the National

Science Foundation (NSF) to look for
information that could help solve bacter-
ial diseases in vineyards, help battle
fungi in coastal prairie grasses and lead
to new information about other real-
world problems.  The grant provides 
cutting-edge, interdisciplinary training
for undergraduates in biology and 
mathematics.

The UHD Departments of Computer 
and Mathematical Sciences and Natural
Sciences pursued the NSF grant to help
broaden the undergraduate curriculum,
said Steve London, a professor in the
Computer and Mathematical Sciences
Department. He also hopes it convinces
more biology and mathematics students
to consider graduate study and careers in
fields that integrate the two fields.

Biological Problems
“Many biological problems now require
or are far more tractable with the use of
mathematical and computational tools,”
said London, who was also involved in
writing the NSF grant proposal. “For
example, the design of many medical
devices such as heart valves, artificial
hearts and stents require mathematical
models for design. The models are also
useful in virtually testing such devices
which is desirable as it is noninvasive. 

Mathematical models are also useful in
modeling and predicting many biologi-
cal processes. For example, infectious
disease models can help public health
authorities to decide on the best ways 

NSF grant
fuels search
for answers 
to real-world
problems

to control the spread of certain infectious
diseases such as AIDS or malaria, Lon-
don said.

”Various biological phenomena, such 
as exponential growth, can be explained
with mathematical equations,” said
Edwin Tecarro who is principal investi-
gator for the grant and an assistant pro-
fessor in the Computer and
Mathematical Sciences Department.

Research Projects
Five research projects are under way. One
math instructor and one biology instruc-
tor lead each project. Students commit to
working 10 hours each week for two
semesters and 40 hours a week for 10
weeks during the summer. Each student
receives a stipend of $8,750 for the
research and related educational activi-
ties during the year. This year, 10 stu-
dents were grant funded and 6 were
funded from other sources.

The grant enables instructors to pursue
research in areas of interest, and students
can participate in instructor-driven
research projects as opposed to classroom
assignments, London said. The projects
and the coordinating instructors are:

Fungal Population Dynamics in
Coastal Tallgrass Prairie Systems –
Associate Professor Phil Lyons  and Pro-
fessor Shishen Xie .  This study focuses
on the ecology of the coastal prairie 
and how soil microbial communities,
particularly fungi, are affected by farm-
ing and restoration. 

Stress Analysis of Bacterial
Biofilms – Associate Professor Poonam
Gulati (NS) and Assistant Professor
Youn-Sha Chan (CMS). This project
investigates the mechanism of biofilm
formation and tries to answer questions
related to the effects of shear stress on
cell growth. A biofilm is a community of
microbes that is growing attached to a
surface and is encased in polymers that
these microbes have synthesized and
secreted.

Mathematical Models of Pierce's
Disease – Associate Professor Lisa
Morano (NS) and Associate Professor
Jeong-Mi Yoon (CMS). Pierce’s Disease 
is a bacterial disease that threatens
grapevines; it has the capacity to kill an
entire vineyard in a year. In this project,
researchers investigate the differences in
disease tolerance and/or resistance
between hybrid and wild grapevines and
use the data to build a dynamic model of
disease progression in susceptible versus
hybrid grapevines.

Building a Diatom Succession
Model for a Fresh Water Marsh –
Assistant Professor Brad Hoge (NS) and
Professor Ron Barnes (CMS). Project
Description: Data exists for diatom assem-
blages in the Anahuac wetlands. Some of
this data gives assemblages of diatoms as
a function of time. This project looks at
the time sequence of this data to see if
there is some standard progression that
wetlands follow as they mature. This
model could be used to study the state of
developing wetlands. 

Mathematical Modeling of Interact-
ing Signaling Pathways During
Neural Development in Vertebrates
– Associate Professor Akif Uzman (NS)
and Tecarro (CMS).  Initial development
of the central nervous system in vertebrate
embryos (called neural induction) arises
from an interaction between two signal-
ing pathways. This project explores quan-
titative mathematical models to provide
key testable insights into which key
parameters control this developmental
decision.

The projects are in various levels of 
completion. 

“We are starting to see the impact of 
the work,” Tecarro said. 

Student Presentations
Students have made research presenta-
tions at national meetings in New York
and Toronto. One student was scheduled
to present his research in Florida at the
Annual Biomedical Research Conference
for Minority Students, and four to five stu-
dents presented posters at the Joint Mathe-
matics Meetings in Washington, D.C. in
January. Instructors are also working on
course development in tandem with the
research projects. The first biology-calcu-
lus course was planned for the spring
semester.  

“With the grant, we wanted to have an
impact on courses and ultimately change
the culture,” Tecarro said. “The interdisci-
plinary approach is starting to infuse into
other things. We are starting to see math
students looking at problems in biology
and biology students considering prob-
lems from a math viewpoint.”

Competition for the NSF grants is rigor-
ous. UHD instructors received the award
on their third application. Other universi-
ties receiving awards include Brown,
Michigan, Florida State, and Ohio State.

Call 713-221-8655 for information or
visit the Undergraduates in Biological
and Mathematical Sciences web site at
http://hunstem.uhd.edu/UBM.

METRO EXPANSION
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood (right) and U.S. Rep. Sheila
Jackson Lee, D-Houston, discuss the future of METROrail at a news
conference at the University of Houston-Downtown March 13.  METRO has
announced plans to extend the line to the north past the 610 Loop, increasing
access to downtown Houston and UHD.  Photo Courtesy Tom Callins and
Houston Metro.

UHD students gain experience
in interdisciplinary research
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UHD received approval Feb. 19 from the City of Houston for its state-of-the-art community
garden that will be located on property between UHD and the Buffalo Bayou.  The signed
contract means gardeners should be able to start planting this spring.

The garden’s future location is in clear view from UHD’s south deck and is one of the first 
outdoor projects the University has launched as part of sustainability efforts on campus.  Fac-
ulty, staff and students can help by donating supplies or they can volunteer to help plant and
tend the 25-by-30 foot plot.  “We encourage everyone to get involved,” said Penny Cureton,
who is over seeing the effort.  She hopes the garden will serve as a model for other sustain-

able gardens in Houston.

UHD will donate the vegetables to Urban
Harvest, a local charitable organization.

As planned, UHD will build raised bed plots
with areas for composting and natural habi-
tat to attract hummingbirds, bees and bats.

Cureton also would like to add a small picnic
shelter over an existing concrete slab and
picnic table.  The shelter will shield the table
from sun and rain.  Gutters and downspouts
on the shelter will let UHD’s gardeners col-
lect rain to water the garden.

Cureton hopes to have some type of celebra-
tion on Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22.

Anyone interested in helping with the garden
can contact Cureton at curetonp@uhd.edu.

The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching
recently announced the Univer-
sity of Houston-Downtown has

been awarded a foundation classifica-
tion in Community Engagement for its
Outreach and Partnerships.

UHD is one of six institutions in the
country to pursue and receive the volun-
tary classification. Classifications also
were awarded to three universities for
Curricular Engagement, as well as 110
for institutional commitments in both
categories.

“UHD staff members have made
responding to the community’s need for
education and research programs a key
consideration in developing and imple-
menting our programs,” said Max
Castillo, UHD president. “We serve a very
diverse community, and we have to be
engaged at many different levels. Reach-
ing out to the community and building
partnerships with the city’s various cul-
turally, ethnically and racially diverse
groups fits well with our mission as an
urban university. This is an important
step as UHD continues to forge its
unique identity and works to increase its

Carnegie Foundation recognizes UHD’s Community Engagement
level of recognition and respect within
the community.” 

The university participated in an exten-
sive application process completed last
summer. To be selected, institutions had
to provide descriptions and examples of
institutionalized practices of community
engagement that showed alignment
among mission, culture, leadership,
resources and practices.

"We hope that by acknowledging the
commitment and accomplishment of
these engaged institutions, the Founda-
tion will encourage other colleges and
universities to move in this direction.
Doing so brings benefits to the commu-
nity and to the institution," said
Carnegie President Anthony S. Bryk.

The Carnegie staff and advisors were
heartened by the exemplary institution-
alized practices of community engage-
ment of the selected institutions, said
Carnegie Consulting Scholar Amy
Driscoll, who directs the Community
Engagement Classification process for
the Foundation. "We noted strong align-
ment between institutional mission and
budgetary support, infrastructure, lead-
ership, marketing, and faculty hiring,

orientation, and development…,"
Driscoll said.

According to Carnegie classification
information, Outreach addresses the
application and provision of institu-
tional resources for community use with
benefits to both campus and commu-
nity. Partnerships focuses on collabora-
tive interactions with community and
related scholarship for the mutually
beneficial exchange, exploration, and
application of knowledge, information,
and resources. 

“This important designation is in
recognition of the outstanding work
UHD has done in partnership with and
outreach to the community,” Castillo
said. “UHD highlighted a number of
projects, some of which have been in
place for years, that more than ade-
quately demonstrate our commitment to
community engagement.” Featured
projects included the House of Tiny
Treasures, Center for Public Delibera-
tion, Science and Engineering Fair, sto-
ries from Casa Juan Diego, and the
Bordeaux Jazz Exchange.

“I want to applaud the faculty and staff
who contribute regularly and creatively

UHD’s Sustainability Effort
Includes Community Garden 

UHD’s Community Garden is being created adjacent to Buffalo Bayou on ground that is now
underutilized. Food grown in the garden will be donated to Urban Harvest, a nonprofit
organization that uses food to benefit the community.

to UHD’s engagement with the com-
munity.  It is because of you that we
are able to make service a true prior-
ity,” Castillo said.

UH Board of Regents member Car-
roll Robertson Ray said, “This is
indeed great news! And well-deserved
recognition. My heartfelt congratu-
lations to all of our dedicated
administrations that are making
such a difference in Houston and its
surrounding communities.”

Founded by Andrew Carnegie in
1905 and chartered in 1906 by an
act of Congress, The Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement of
Teaching is an independent policy
and research center with the primary
mission "to do and perform all
things necessary to encourage,
uphold, and dignify the profession of
the teacher." The improvement of
teaching and learning is central to
all of the Foundation's work. The
Foundation is located in Stanford,
Calif. More information may be
found on the Web site at
www.carnegiefoundation.org.



8

ACHIEVEMENTS
Faculty
Anisul Islam, pro-
fessor of economics at
the University of
Houston-Downtown
(UHD) has won the
Educator of the Year
Award from the Acad-
emy of International
Business U.S. South-
west Chapter.  Islam received the award
during the joint meeting of the Academy
and the Federation of Business Disci-
plines, Feb. 25-28 in Oklahoma City 

The award is one of three given annually
by the Southwest AIB Chapter and recog-
nizes outstanding international business
faculty members.

The Academy of International Business
(AIB) is the leading association of schol-
ars and specialists in the field of interna-
tional business.  Established in 1959,
today the AIB has approximately 3,000
members in 65 different countries around
the world.  Members include scholars
from leading academic institutions as
well as consultants and researchers.

Islam started teaching at UHD in 1990 as
an assistant professor.  He was instrumen-
tal in developing the university’s interna-
tional business degree program and
served as the first coordinator of the pro-
gram.  He founded UHD’s International
Business Association in 2003 and started
study abroad programs in the UHD 
College of Business in 2005. 

Islam has also won all three of
UHD’s faculty excellence awards
– awards that recognize out-
standing teaching, service and
scholarly and professional 
activity.

Erin Hodgess, UHD associate
professor of mathematical sci-
ences, will participate in the Fac-
ulty and Student

Teams (FaST) Program
at the Argonne National
Laboratory near
Chicago. Two UHD stu-
dents, LaToya Green
and Melina Chin, will
join Hodgess in the
research program. They
will use grid computers
and statistical software to
analyze bio informatics.
FaST is a cooperative
effort between the
Department of Energy
(DOE) Office of Science
and the National Science Foundation
(NSF). 

Business Dean Named to 
Houston Karachi Sister City 
Association Board

Don Bates, dean of UHD’s College of
Business, is a founding member of the
Houston Karachi Sister City Associa-
tion’s Board of Directors.

Houston and Pakistan’s largest city,
Karachi, officially became sister cities

on March 3
when Houston
Mayor Bill White
and Karachi
Mayor Syed
Mustafa Kamal
signed an agree-
ment in Houston.

Bates was on hand for the ceremony at
city hall.  It is Hous-
ton’s 17th sister-city
relationship under
Sister City Interna-
tional, an organiza-
tion founded by
President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1956
that aims to build
long-term partner-
ships and exchanges
through people-to-
people exchanges.
Karachi, a city of 18
million people, is an
economic crossroad

for Central Asia, South Asia and the 
Middle East.

Lorenzo Thomas (1944-2005), a late
UHD professor of English, has been hon-
ored posthumously for lit-
erary achievements.  The
Before Columbus Founda-
tion honored Thomas with
its 2008 American Book
Award for his book, Don't
Deny My Name: Words
and Music and the Black
Intellectual Tradition,
(University of Michigan
Press; Aldon Lynn Nielsen, editor.

Students
UHD Scholars Academy members Ali
Abedi, Tung Bui, Marsida Lisi,
Audrey Gonzalez, Yvonne Her-
nandez, Pantea Mohammadi, and
Nida Rizvi presented research posters
at the Mathematical Association of Amer-
ica (MAA) 2009 Joint Mathematics Meet-
ings undergraduate student poster
session in Washington, D.C. The
research is a result of their participation
in the UHD Interdisciplinary Training for
Undergraduates in Biological and Math-
ematical Sciences program. Academy
members Tia Pilaroscia and Lauren
Bernelle also attended. Vicky Estr-
era, lecturer in biology, is director of the
UHD Scholars Academy.

CHAMPION FIGHT
Former three-time lightweight champion and UHD student Juan “The Baby Bull”
Diaz talks with students from the ring. Diaz and his opponent, Mexican icon
Juan Manuel Marquez, were on campus to film an HBO promotional spot for
their Feb. 28 world title bout at Toyota Center. The fighters talked with the media
and signed autographs for students. Diaz lost the Saturday night fight, but was
back in class Monday morning to continue work toward his degree. Diaz plans
to continue his pursuit of the title. 

Leaders at the Paris Inter-
national Model United
Nations (PIMUN) Confer-
ence recognized University
of Houston-Downtown
students Eduardo Lan-
daeta (international

business) and Omar Vargas (criminal
justice) at the gathering in Paris, France.
More than 250 delegates at the conference
came from universities in Russia, Great
Britain, Lebanon, India, and Germany.
Landaeta and Vargas are members of the
UHD Model United Nations, a group spon-
sored by the UHD College of Humanities
and Social Sciences.

UHD Students Win at the American
Society of Microbiology Meeting

Students and faculty from UHD’s Depart-
ment of Natural Sciences attended the
Texas Branch of the American Society of
Microbiology’s spring conference in New
Braunfels March 5 – 7.  Assistant Professor
Catherine Shaffer and Associate Pro-
fessor Poonam Gulati organized the
conference, and Associate Professor Lisa
Morano gave a presentation on her
research.  Nguyen Lam, a senior work-
ing in Morano’s lab, won first place in

Undergraduate Oral Presenta-
tions. Claudia Jimenez-
Lopez, a December 2008
UHD graduate and now a
graduate student at UT Hous-
ton Health Sciences Center,
won second place in the
Undergraduate Oral Presenta-
tions, and Jeeba Kuri-
akose, a 2005 UHD graduate

and now a graduate student at UTMB, won
first place in the Graduate Student cate-
gory with her poster.  Other UHD students
also presented posters.  UHD’s student Sci-
ence Jeopardy team came in second
behind graduate students from UT Tyler.

Alumni
Jon R. Johnson completed a Bachelor
of Science degree in Criminal Justice and
graduated Alpha Phi Sigma in 2000. He
went on to teach middle school students
for five years before changing career paths
into land work in the oil and gas field.
“One accomplishment was that I did all
the land work on the mall built on the cor-
ner of Highways 288 & 518 in Pearland, a
project valued at $225 million,” Johnson
said. “I'm proud of that accomplishment,
just like I'm proud of my degree.”

UHD Students Eduardo Landaeta 
and Omar Vargas in Paris

Students Melina Chin (front)
and LaToya Green with professor

Erin Hodgess (back)

Professor Anisul Islam



What’s New? Send a Note!
Update your former UHD classmates about what’s going on in your
life. The relationships you make in college can last a lifetime. All it
takes to keep those connections going is a little information. Let us
know about new jobs, weddings, new babies, career achievements
and special accomplishments and we’ll include your “Alumni Notes”
in New Horizons.  Email your information to Editor Randy Cypret at
cypretr@uhd.edu or newhorizons@uhd.edu. You also can mail items
to Public Affairs, One Main Street, Suite 990-South, Houston, TX
77002. Please include contact information.
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The university offers many opportu-
nities to engage alumni through
the arts, entertainment, fitness

center, library, and colleges, and
alumni also can add great value to the
university experience for today’s stu-
dents, said Sarah Crawford, UHD’s new
Director of Alumni Relations.

“These are exciting times to be involved
with the university and that is especially
true for alumni,” Crawford said. “The
university is pursuing a new name,
expanded degree programs, and addi-
tional facilities. During these difficult
economic times, the university can be a
great resource for alumni and the com-
bined knowledge and experience of our
alumni represent a formidable resource
for the university.”

Crawford is UHD’s first alumni relations
director, and she joined the staff in
December. She has a bachelor’s degree

University of Houston-Down-
town class of 1989 graduate
Amy Buck was recently hon-

ored by Wells Fargo for ranking No.1
in profits among all 86 Wells Fargo
business development officers (BDOs)
in the country last year.

Buck, Wells Fargo vice president and
business development officer, garnered
$1.8 million in profit revenue and
introduced 52 new client relationships
for the company in 2008.

“I owe my success to my motiva-
tion— but also to my finance degree
from UHD and to Wells Fargo,” said
Buck.  “It wasn’t easy but I will never
regret working full-time to pay for my
education at the same time that I was
juggling my studies.  My life is much
richer because I am a UHD graduate.”

Buck, who has held various positions
within Wells Fargo’s Regional Bank-
ing, Commercial Banking and Busi-
ness Banking groups since 1985,
ranked No. 6 among the company’s
business development officers in 2007.

“The fact that Amy earned the No. 1
spot last year is a tremendous feat,”
said Mark Massey, Business Banking
manager.  “She beat out colleagues in

Free Computer Training for UHD Alumni
Pump up your resume, strengthen your job security, build your computer mus-
cles! The IT training staff at UHD now opens its doors for alumni to attend certain
training classes. Each hands-on class lasts between 1-2 hours, and you will
receive helpful paper materials to take with you. 

The training skill levels range from Basic to Advanced in programs such as:

Microsoft Word Access Blogger

PowerPoint Adobe Photoshop CS3 Google Page Creator

Excel SurveyMonkey Photostory, and more 

Alumni, don’t miss this opportunity to head downtown for a quick brain work-out
so you can pack a potent technology punch!

Check out the UHD calendar (http://calendar.uhd.edu) to register for training.
Blackboard classes will not be offered to Alumni.

UHD’s state-of-the-art IT training laboratory is located in A700, The Technology
Teaching and Learning Center in the Academic Building. Please visit the training
website (http://training.uhd.edu) for more information. 

UHD Class of ’89 Graduate Amy
Buck Receives Wells Fargo Honor

'Alumni represent a formidable
resource for the university'

in special education from Texas
Woman’s University and a master’s
degree from Bowling Green State Uni-
versity in college student personnel. She
has spent 25 years in higher education
including positions at Texas Woman’s
University, Rice University and Austin
College. She is completing a term as a
member of the National Board for
TWU’s Former Student Association. 

“We’re still formulating what will be
right for this university. I see so many
things we could do to engage our
alumni,” she said. “I want to work on
good communications, building rela-
tionships with alumni and creating col-
laborative situations where students,
alumni, staff and faculty can benefit
from the interaction.”

For information on alumni activities,
contact Crawford at 713-226-5519 or
email her at crawfords@uhd.edu.

California who have much larger
markets and more opportunities
than we do here in Houston.”  

Buck’s priority is to find new busi-
ness for Wells Fargo and connect
business owners with her partners
within Wells Fargo to provide solu-
tions such as payroll, insurance,
treasury management or loans to
make their businesses run more 
efficiently.  

“This recognition demonstrates how
effective Amy is in helping her cus-
tomers succeed financially,” added
Massey.  “She’s a great asset to us
and to her clients.”

Alumni News

SARAH CRAWFORD:



CHINESE
EXCLUSION ACT
OF 1882
EXHIBIT

In late February, the University
of Houston-Downtown hosted
an evening reception at the
Willow Street Pump Station
for an exhibit about Chinese
immigration issues.  It retraced
the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882, the first significant restriction on free immigration in U.S. history.  The eight-
panel display told the story of the plight Chinese and Chinese-American families
faced during this period through the early 20th century.  On hand for the event
were, from left, event sponsors Gordon J. Quan, and Harry Gee, Jr., and UHD
President Max Castillo.
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Shades - Drawing the Space
Through April 23
Delicate paper sculptures, biological forms artistically recreated and collages that
evoke the imagination are part of an exhibit called Shades – Drawing the
Space in the O’Kane Gallery, March 26-April 23. 

Contemporary artists Jessica McCambly, assistant professor of art at Crafton Hills 
College in Calif., Sara Schneckloth, assistant professor of drawing at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in Columbia, and Danielle Riede, assistant professor of
drawing at the Herron School of Art and Design in Indianapolis, are the featured
artists. 

Anila Quayyum Agha assistant professor of drawing at The Herron School of Art
and Design will curate the exhibit. Previously, Agha was an artist-in-residence at
the Center for Contemporary Craft in Houston and a UHD adjunct professor. 

UHD Student Art Show
April 30–May 7
UHD student works will be on exhibit at the annual UHD Student Art Show, April
30-May 7 in the O’Kane Gallery.  UHD art professors select the best pieces cre-
ated in studio art classes for submission.  The show is juried by a guest judge
and cash prizes are awarded. 

11th Annual High Art Show
May 9–16
The 11th annual High Art Show features works by talented high school students
from the Houston area.  Organizers expect high school students to submit more
than 100 pieces of art.  About 20 area schools participate in the event.  
A guest judge chooses top winners for cash awards and all participating artists
benefit from the experience of exhibiting in a university gallery.

For more information on any of these events, contact Mark Cervenka or Brad
Thomason at UHD’s O’Kane Gallery at 713-221-8042.  Gallery hours are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  The gallery closes for university
holidays.

The UHD O’Kane Gallery is on the third floor of the One Main Building, 1 Main
Street. Guests may park in visitor or metered parking at Travis and Girard Streets
or ride Houston’s METRORail to the University’s front door. 

UHD’s statistics course has proven to be a
tough class for many students, but UHD fac-
ulty members have taken proactive steps to

help students succeed in statistics as well as other
“gatekeeper” courses. 

“Across the board, faculty members are concerned
about student success and what we can do individ-
ually to encourage student success,” said Gene
Preuss, assistant history professor, who is chair of
the Achieving the Dream committee. Gary Greer,
assistant dean of University College, chairs the
Achieving the Dream Data Team.

Statistics is a required course in seven UHD degree
programs, Preuss said. With a lower passage rate
than other upper level courses, statistics has
proven to be a challenge to student success in
completing their degrees.

“Student success is an important topic for any
institution of higher learning,” Preuss said. “It’s
not just a question of providing students with a
supportive infrastructure, concerned administra-
tion, interesting courses and qualified faculty, it 
is also how these elements work together.”

Achieving the Dream is a national program involv-
ing 83 universities and community colleges that
have large enrollments of low income, minority or
historically underrepresented groups. The program
has several funders including the Lumina Founda-
tion, nationally, and the Houston Endowment,
locally, which urged UHD to participate. UHD
received a $50,000 planning grant three years
ago and is in the second year of a four-year grant
that provides $100,000 each year for efforts
geared toward helping students succeed. 

The goal is to increase the percentage of students
who successfully complete the courses they take,
who advance from remedial to credit courses, who
enroll in and successfully complete gatekeeper
courses, who enroll from one semester to the next
and who earn degrees and/or certificates. 

Achieving the Dream also is pursuing outcomes in
terms of institutional change, public policy, public

Achieving the Dream Project Encourages
Use of Data to Help Students Succeed

engagement and new knowledge. “Some higher
education decisions didn’t seem tied to any data,”
Preuss said. “We want to encourage more data-dri-
ven decision making.”

At UHD, the committee plans to track some 30
demographic and academic variables involving first-
time-in-college students to find out where they are
having problems, Preuss said. Based on data stud-
ies, UHD has expanded the College Success Pro-
gram sections for new students, launched tutoring
to help students succeed at statistics and supported
faculty development for instructors.

UHD has always offered instruction designed to
bring student skills to the level needed for college
credit work. Through Achieving the Dream, UHD
now is providing voluntary instruction in how to suc-
ceed at college with the goal of getting students to
re-enroll until they graduate. Voluntary tutoring ses-
sions in statistics through the Learning Center are
full and the percentage of students receiving C
grades or better is higher than before tutoring
started.

The committee also has launched some faculty
development initiatives, Preuss said. UHD is a 
Hispanic-Serving Institution (HSI) as well as a
Minority-Serving Institution and the data suggests
that minority and low-income students face greater
obstacles than traditional students. Achieving the
Dream fosters staff development and encourages
faculty participation in training conferences to help
instructors expand their classroom skills. The 
committee has started a series of discussion ses-
sions to examine issues and developments in
higher education. 

“Many of our students are dealing with jobs, finan-
cial issues, family considerations, a lack of family
support, and they may be the first person from
their families to attend college,” he said. “It is
important for faculty members to understand the
special demands placed on our students. We are a
really good institution, faculty members are truly
concerned about students and we want them to do
well and succeed.”

C A L E N D A R

Right: From Confounded
Edge, 2008

Medium: Charcoal on Paper
Sara Schneckloth

Below:
The Moment After a Wave
Crashes I (Series 3), 2009

Medium: Polymer Clay, Pins,
Cast Shadows

Jessica McCambly
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The College of Business’s Executive
Speaker Series this spring features
presentations on retailing as well

as insurance and risk management.

“The series is a mixture of profiles on
business success or failure, along with
straight talk on how to plan and start a
career,” said Don Bates, dean of the Col-
lege of Business at UHD. “Equally
important, we ask speakers to convey
personal values and words of wisdom
related to success in life.”  

The speaker series is designed to enrich
student learning experiences and pro-
vide them with executive role models.
Upcoming presentations from leading
executives who will discuss their roles
and their industries include:

Brandon Stucki, Divisional Learning
and Development Manager, Wal-Mart,
who discussed retailing Thursday,
March 12. 

HUNSTEM CONFERENCE
A Rock Walk through downtown Houston and boat
tours of Buffalo Bayou were among the activities
available to participants in the first Houston Urban
Network of Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (HUNSTEM) Conference. The conference brought together 
societies, industry, science centers and government organizations with
schools, teachers and families to improve science, technology, engineering
and math education.  

Spring Enrollment at UHD Reaches 
an All-time High at 11,633 

UHD’s spring enrollment has reached an all-time high of 11,633 students, 
an increase of 3 percent over last spring. 

“We have consistently met or exceeded our enrollment projections at UHD,”
said Ed Apodaca, UHD’s vice president for Student Services and Enrollment 
Management. “UHD’s quality programs meet the needs of a wide variety of stu-
dents, and this fall we will offer a new degree in insurance risk management.” 

This semester 11,014 undergraduate, 471 post baccalaureate students and
146 graduate students are on campus.

UHD’s next open house was scheduled for Saturday, April 4. 

Spring Executive Speaker’s
Series Highlights Retailing
and Risk Management

The College of Business Executive Speaker Series recently hosted representa-
tives from the Houston Citizen’s Chamber of Commerce, from left, DeAndre
Sam, Ron Jemison, Betty Dean, Margaret Loggins, Willie B. Williams and
COB Dean Don Bates.

David de Roode, Chief Operating Officer-
Houston, Bancorp South Insurance, and 
a UHD alumnus, will discuss insurance
and risk management at 2:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 9, in the Wilhelmina
Robertson Auditorium, the One Main
Building.

Speaker content and outcomes include
current business trends and challenges,
the speaker’s success story in business,
personal values and ethics, executive role
modeling for students and career and life
skills. Past speakers’ presentations are
available for review at: http://www.uhd.
edu/computing/ttlc/multimedia/uhdtv//
schedule/program-library.html

For information about the Executive
Speaker Series, call Steve Sucher, director
of development, 713-221-8288, or visit
the Web site at http://www.uhd.edu/
academic/colleges/business/execu-
tiveseriesbios.htm.

UHD’s Safety & Fire 
Engineering Program Receives 
National Accreditation
UHD’s Department of Engineering Technology
recently received accreditation for its Safety &
Fire Engineering Technology Option in Engi-
neering Technology program.* This four-year
Bachelor of Science degree is the only degree
program of its kind in Texas.

What is Fire Protection Engineering?

“Safety & Fire Engineering is a unique profes-
sion that builds upon the basic tools of several
other engineering disciplines…Safety & Fire
engineers deal with the problems of fire from
and engineering and scientific viewpoint.
They apply their knowledge to situations, usu-
ally before the fact, in order to prevent the
outbreak of fire or to stop fire in its earlier,
more manageable stages…A Safety & fire
engineer is able to apply these principles to
structures, processes, materials and systems
to protect people and their environment…A
fire protection engineer fulfills a broad range
of duties, all in some way related to fire.  This
can range from designing fire protection for a
space station, to protecting treasures such as
the U.S, Constitution, to ensuring that the
occupants of a high-rise building are safe from
fire.  Safety & fire engineering engineers have
always been in great demand by corporations,
educational institutions, consulting firms and
government bodies around the world.”

What is FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING
Technology?

UHD’s SAFETY & FIRE ENGINEERING Technol-
ogy option in Engineering Technology curricu-
lum is an applied engineering program that is
structured to provide the knowledge and skills
required for fire protection.  The course work
includes the principles of fire protection chem-
istry and physics, fire dynamics, structural
design for fire safety, fire protection
hydraulics, water-based fire protection sys-
tems design, fire alarm systems, and 3-D fire
modeling. This program places great emphasis
on computer simulation of real life situations

Apply now:

The SAFETY & FIRE ENGINEERING Technology
option in Engineering Technology Program is
currently accepting applications for spring and
fall semesters.  For information about UHD’s
SAFETY & FIRE ENGINEERING Technology
option in Engineering Technology program,
call 713-221-8089 or visit the website,
www.uhd.edu/sfe.

*Accredited by the Technology Accreditation
Commission of the Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technology, Inc. 
(111 Market Place, Suite 1050, Baltimore,
MD 21202-4012; 410-347-7700;
www.abet.org)
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UHD staff members unveiled the new
$1.8 million W. I. Dykes Library expan-
sion project on the north fourth floor of

the One Main Building last fall and it has been
packed ever since. 

Students occupy the computer work stations
from morning until night. Students and staff
packed the Special Project Room to watch the
Presidential Inauguration live on television. The
Special Project Room also has been the site for
Achieving the Dream faculty discussions.

“Our staff did a terrific job with this project and
much of the construction was done in house
which enabled the university to make maxi-
mum use of available funds to benefit stu-
dents,” said Max Castillo, UHD President.

The project added 26,000 square feet to the
library which also occupies 60,000 square feet
on the building’s fifth floor. Under construction
for over a year, the library expansion provides
space for 84 computer workstations including
two for disabled individuals. The area has two
presentation practice rooms equipped with pro-
jectors, VCRs and DVD players where teams
can record their projects to digital media. The
space has an event room for visiting lecturers
and readings. A large reading room on the
northeast side has comfortable chairs outfitted
with swing-out laptop tables. 

“We’ve needed more space for a long time,”
said Pat Ensor, executive director of UHD
Library Services. “The expansion has enabled
us to provide more useable space for students
including an area for students to gather and
study. Many of our students work very hard
and overcome a lot of obstacles to be here so
we are delighted to provide them with these
additional tools and resources. 

“Computers and wireless technology have dra-
matically changed the way college students
study and how they work in groups. We cre-
ated state-of-the-art collaborative learning
spaces that will prepare them for a changing
world,” she said.

The project planning process started with a sur-
vey of UHD students to determine the greatest
needs and challenges they saw for the library.
Ensor and Chris McCall, assistant vice president
of Facilities Management, studied learning
spaces at other institutions and developed a
design tailored to meet the needs of current
and future UHD students.

Ensor created a blog on the library web 
site to generate discussion and to update read-
ers about construction progress. Planners took
the student surveys and blog comments into
account when designing library improvements.

The UHD Presidential Search Committee has met three
times and David Bell, UH System assistant vice chancel-
lor for Academic Affairs and staff officer for the search
committee reports that nominations should be forwarded
to any member of the committee.  

“Our hope is to identify a group of final-
ists and bring them to campus for inter-
views before the end of the spring
semester,” Bell said.  That would allow
for a new president to be on the job by the
beginning of fall semester at the latest,
Bell said.

Members of the UHD community will be kept up to date
about the search via periodic announcements from the
committee and through the presidential search link on the
home page of UHD’s Web site.

William A. Staples, president of UH-Clear Lake, chairs the
search committee.

UHD Members are:  Karen Alfaro, director, Advance-
ment Services and Operations, and president, UHD Staff
Council;  David Bradley, vice president for Administra-
tion and Finance; Viola Garcia, associate professor, Col-
lege of Public Service;  Alberto Gomez-Rivas, professor,

College of Science and Technology;
Michelle Moosally, associate professor,
Department of English, and presi-
dent, UHD Faculty Senate;  Beth Pelz,
dean, College of Public Service;
David Ryden, associate professor, Col-
lege of Humanities and Social Sci-
ences; Jaime Puente, UHD student

and treasure of UHD’s student government; and Marvin
Williams, professor, College of Business

Also serving are Harry Gee, Jr., principal, Law Office of
Harry Gee, Jr. and Associates and Thomas Harper III,
vice chairman, Wellogix, Inc., both members of the
President’s Advisory Committee.

Library Expansion Boosts 
Resources Available for Students

Search Committee Meets to Review Nominees to be UHD’s Next President

The fifth floor is scheduled for a $1.7 million
facelift which will begin in the next few
months. Books and other printed items will
still be housed on the fifth floor, but the stacks
will be rearranged to provide more floor and
aisle space. Graduate study carrels will be
built-in to provide long-term loan arrange-
ments. Construction plans include an Internet
Café similar to commercial bookstore reading
spaces.

The library’s Rockwell Room will be 
updated to accommodate educational and
informal gatherings for faculty, staff and 
special visitors. The Rockwell Fund Inc. is pro-
viding a $500,000 gift distributed over five
years to help pay for library expansion and
renovation projects. Ensor and Michele Sabino,
UHD’s executive director of University
Advancement, say the University is very appre-
ciative of the gift.  The Rockwell Room was
named for an earlier Rockwell Fund gift. 

Additional funding sources for the library
expansion and renovation include the George
and Cynthia Mitchell Foundation, The Ray C.
Fish Foundation, and individual donors.

UHD President Max Castillo congratu-
lated staff members for doing a ‘terrific
job’ with the library renovation proj-
ect. Much of the work was done in
house which enabled the university to
maximize use of available funds to
benefit students. Students make exten-
sive use of the library’s new computer
workstations and presentation rooms.


