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What is A+CE? 

• A+CE-- “Academic Acheivement 
through Community Engagement”-- 
is UHD’s QEP that started in 2016. 
The goal is to help students think 
critically about community issues. 

• There are three modes of A+CE 
courses:  
1. Awareness- faculty help students 

understand how the course 
content can be applied to treal 
world problems; 

2. Integration- students hear from 
community leaders about real 
world problems in the context of 
the course; 

3. Involvement- students use what 
they have learned in the course 
to impact a community issue (this 
means 3 hours of service). 

• A+CE courses are designated on 
student transcripts.

Why Take an A+CE Course? 

• Earn an Engaged Scholar Badge 
on your transcript

• Develop 21st century skills in 
critical thinking-- an important skill 
to future employers

• Gain real-world experience in the 
context of your field of study

• Make a positive impact in the 
Houston Community

For questions about which courses are 
A+CE designated, contact your advisor. 

For other A+CE questions, email 
QEP@uhd.edu

What’s an Engaged Scholar?

• An Engaged Scholar is a designation 
digitally added to your transcript

• Digital badges signal to future 
employers or graduate schools the 
accomplishments and skill sets that 
you have obtained throughout your 
time as an undergraduate.

• The Engaged Scholar Badge will 
indicate that a student is a particularly 
skilled critical thinker and is able to 
problem solve in a real-world setting. 

• Students will be able to capitalize 
on this badge by providing example 
work or experiences that support the 
badge.

How Do I Earn an Engaged Scholar Badge?

• Take a minimum of four (4) A+CE courses during your first two years at UHD
• Earn “A” or “B” grades in at least three of those A+CE courses and no lower 

than a “C” in the fourth course. 
• Maintain an overall GPA of 2.5 or higher

What is a QEP? 
QEP stands for Quality Enhancement Plan. The body that reaffirms UHD’s accreditation requires that the university 
focus on one initiative that will enhance student learning. A QEP lasts for 5 years.


