
ON THE MOVE
Message from the Dean, Dr. T. Scott Marzilli

University College

University College is accepting applications for our University College Dean’s 
Student Success Ambassadors. The student ambassador program will work 
with University College staff and faculty to promote the college’s academic 
support services such as tutoring, mentoring, and other resources designed to 
help students achieve their academic goals. Ambassadors will also assist with 
recruitment, engagement, and the promotion of UC events and activities. This 
position is a paid position. Students who are selected to serve as a Dean’s 
Student Success Ambassador will have to attend monthly meetings and 
successfully carry-out and participate in the college’s initiatives designed to 
help all students successfully complete their degrees. For more information, 
please contact Jobi Martinez at martinezjob@uhd.edu. 

I have a 4½ year-old little boy named Carter, and he is just amazing!  He is willing to 
try just about anything, do just about anything, and most importantly, he is not 
worried about what others think of him!  He is more at home in a Spider-Man 
costume battling villains at the grocery store, than many of us are going to school or 
work every day.  As a Dad, I am tempted to tell him he should not wear costumes out 
in public except during Halloween, but I don’t want to be the one that makes him self 
conscience of how others perceive him.  I think that we need to remember what it 
was like to be a child.  It’s not that others limit our potential, it‘s our own fear of how 
others may perceive us that limits our potential!  That’s right, we limit our own 
potential!  We are our worst critics!  Next time you are worried about how others 
may perceive you, think of Carter in his Spider-Man costume and go for it anyway!
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The Greater Texas Foundation, which funds UHD’s GTF Scholars Program, a new 
initiative that provides academic, social, and financial support to graduates of Early 
College High Schools and currently supports the participation of a select 40 scholars 
on only nine different university campuses in the state of Texas, is invested in the 
success of each participant and promotes leadership training at each of its sites. 
GTF scholars Carla Martinez-Obregon, Gonzalo Melendez, and Brayan Teran
accompanied Dr. Marzilli and Program Coordinator Branden Kuzmick to their annual 
leadership conference held this year on March 1-2 in Bryan, Texas; the weekend's 
activities included a ropes course, team-building, and leadership development and 
an etiquette dinner. The conference agenda for students ran concurrently with 
organizational and strategic planning meetings for university program 
administrators.
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College Spotlight: Earning Advanced Degrees!!!

STUDENT SUCCESS TIP OF THE MONTH

Brian R. Flores, Director of Educational Talent Search, 
successfully defended his doctoral dissertation 
February, 28, 2019 at Sam Houston State University.  
The doctoral committee awarded him his Doctorate of 
Education in Higher Education Leadership.  His 
dissertation was entitled Differences in Advanced 
Course Performance of Texas Students as a Function of 
Their Ethnicity/Race and Economic Status: A 
Multiyear, Statewide Investigation.  Congratulations 
Dr. Flores!

JASMINE MAJOR
Major: Social Work, Minor: Drama

Life is the ultimate balancing act. Your energy is 
constantly being depleted so it is important to 
replenish your energy in order to deal with the 
daily demands of life. If you begin to feel 
overwhelmed at any time, then it might be a sign 
to call in individuals who can provide 
encouragement in times of crisis. Friends and 
family can be valuable systems of support 
for students, both during times of crisis and in daily 
life.

Luisa Gallegos, Department Business Administrator 
for University College, graduated from University of 
Houston Downtown’s Marilyn Davies College of 
Business with a Master of Business Administration-
Finance on December 16, 2018. This is a great 
accomplishment Luisa, congratulations!


