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Upcoming Events >>>
On October 30, the Center for Latino Studies and the
Department of History, Humanities, and Languages
will celebrate the
release of Land,
Liberty, and
Water: Morelos
After Zapata,
1920–1940 by
Dr. Salvador
Salinas, an
assistant
professor of
FREE &
OPEN TOTIIE.
history at UHD.
PUBLIC
&
Students can
RAFFLE
enter a raffle to
IN
PRIZES
A TALK B\'
win a signed
DR. SALVADOR
copy of his book!
For more info,
Lunch will be
contact:
provided. Join us
in the Milam &
Travis room at noon.
Dr. Juan Coronado will deliver a public lecture in
celebration of Veterans’ Day on November 7. The
Center for Latino Studies, in collaboration with
Veterans’ Services, and the Department of History,
Humanities, and Languages will provide lunch and
students can enter to win a signed copy of Dr.
Coronado’s newest book, "I'm Not Gonna Die in This
Damn Place":
Manliness,
THE CENTER FOR llTINO
Identity, and
STUDIES PRESENTS••
Survival of the
Mexican
American
Vietnam
Prisoners of
War. Join us in
A300 at noon.
Flyers available
in 1038, on the
Center for
Latino Studies
official website,
and on the CLS
Facebook page.
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CLS Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month
The Center for Latino Studies kicked off
Center for Latino Studies hosted its first
the 2018-2019 academic year with a flurry major invited scholar, Elizabeth O’Brien,
of cultural and academic events in
who delivered an engaging lecture on
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month
Latinxs and Reproductive Politics on
(September 15-October 15). Partnering
October 10.
with Campus Sports and Fitness, the
Center for Latino Studies hosted an open- Center Now Open
air Zumba class on October 3, as well as a The Center for Latino Studies, located in
Cumbia dance class on October 9. Student N-1038 on the tenth floor of the One Main
fitness leader and professionally-trained
building, opened its doors for the first time
dancer Diana Marin led a group of
in August 2018, nearly three years after a
approximately 15 students in a highfaculty steering committee headed by Dr.
energy Zumba session on the South Deck. Raquel Chiquillo, created it. The Center’s
Fitness instructor Yazmin Grepares
inaugural director, Dr.
taught Cumbia and other
Bonnie A. Lucero, is
Latin dance styles to
now at the helm. A
students and faculty as
specialist in the history of
dozens of students and
Latin America and the
community members
Caribbean by training, Dr.
watched. The Center for
Lucero has dedicated her
Latino Studies hosted two
career to expanding
art and cultural sharing
access to high-quality
events. Student artist
affordable higher
Charli Díaz led a
education for students
painting and cultural
from underserved
sharing workshop on
communities, particularly
Frida Khalo on October
Charli Díaz demonstrates painting
Latinos and women. Dr.
4. Students painted
technique during Arte en Acción Event Lucero is originally from
portraits inspired by
Richmond, California, and now calls
Khalo’s artwork as they learned about the
Houston’s historic Kashmere Gardens
intersections of gender, ethnicity, and
neighborhood her home. She is proud to
sexuality in the life of the famed Mexican
serve the UHD community by creating
painter. On October 15, student artist
cultural enrichment programs and
Ashley Mains led a painting tutorial on
academic events centered on Latino
the work of Mexican painter Diego Rivera. experiences.
In addition to these cultural events, the

Scholar Spotlight ?)?)?)

Elizabeth O’Brien Speaks at UHD
The Center for Latino Studies celebrated
members, and even students from other
its first invited lecture of the 2018-2019
institutions, such as the University of Houston
academic year with a public talk by invited main campus. Also in attendance were several
scholar Elizabeth O’Brien. In this
institutional notables, including Provost Ed
engaging and interactive event, students
Hugetz and Dean of Students Samuel Santos.
learned about the
The Center for Latino
historical background of
Studies is particularly proud
contemporary debates
to celebrate the
about fetal life, reaching
accomplishments of
as far back as the 15th
Professor O’Brien as an
century, all while enjoying
example of the centrality of
a variety of tacos.
family within academic
Professor O’Brien
excellence. Born in East
expertly connected these
Lansing, Michigan, Professor
historical precedents to
O’Brien overcame economic
O’Brien and daughter Graciela, 9, speak
contemporary concerns
marginalization to reach the
over reproductive autonomy among
pinnacle of academic success in her
Latinos and other groups in the United
discipline, with the help of the College
States, and across Latin America.
Achievement Admissions Program (CAAP),
Professor O’Brien adopted a position of
a diversity and inclusion initiative at her
sensitivity and respect for diverse views on undergraduate institution. After earning a
fetal life, thereby diffusing the oftenB.A. in Professional Writing from Michigan
polarized political rhetoric on this
State University, with concentrations in
contentious topic. Even so, she delivered
Chicano/Latino Studies, Latin American and
an incisive critique of patriarchal efforts to Caribbean Studies, and American Indian
control women’s reproductive lives. Her
Studies, Professor O’Brien went on to pursue
interactive style kept them engaged to the graduate studies at the University of Texas at
very end of the event, when they asked a
Austin, one of the premier institutions
number of thoughtful questions about the
training scholars of Latin America. She
topic. The audience included students,
received numerous awards and accolades,
faculty, staff, alumni, community
including the a Fulbright, a research grant

Community
Connections

In its continual pursuit of building an
inclusive and community-oriented academic
experience, the Center for Latino Studies is
actively building partnerships with local
community activists and organizations. The
evening of October 10, Drs. Daniel Peña
and Bonnie A. Lucero attended the Mayor’s
Hispanic Heritage Awards Ceremony, where
they celebrated the achievements of local
Latino and Latina community activists
including former councilwoman Graciela
Saenz and artist Mario Enrique “Gonzo”
Figueroa, Jr. Dr. Lucero also joined the
Latin Women’s Initiative, and attended the
Annual members’ luncheon on October 12.
On October 19, Dr. Lucero met with Ms.
Saenz to discuss the future of UHD’s Latino
Studies program. Dr. Lucero attended the
First Annual Houston Soiree, a benefit for
the Young Center for Immigrant Children’s
Rights on October 23.

CLS on the National Stage

Drs. Peña, far right, and Lucero, middle, with
performers in City Hall for Mayor’s Hispanic
Heritage Awards.

Dr. Lucero represented the Center for
Latino Studies at the 32nd Annual Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, where
former UHD president Dr. Bill Flores and
current UHD president Dr. Juan Muñoz

Dr. Vida Robertson and his Men of L.E.G.A.C.I. with
Professor O’Brien, Graciela, and Dr. Lucero after
the public lecture

from the National Science Foundation, a
Foreign Language and Area Studies
fellowship, a Tinker grant, and many
others, all while raising a young
daughter. Most recently, she was awarded
the Mellon/ACLS Dissertation
Completion Fellow (2018-2019). She is
currently researching religious, state, and
popular struggles to influence sexual
reproduction in Mexico between 1790
and 1940, with a particular emphasis on
surgical interventions.
Elizabeth O’Brien presented alongside
her daughter Graciela, a testament to our
shared commitment to honoring the
contributions of student parents to
academic knowledge and community
empowerment. Graciela, now nine years
old, hopes to follow in her mother’s
footsteps by going to college and
graduate school. She aspires to be a film
critic when she grows up.

Dr. Lucero, far left, with HACU president Antonio R. Flores, and others, at the
Presidential Reception, in Atlanta, Georgia

were also in attendance. The theme of this year’s meeting
was “Championing Hispanic Higher Education Success:
Building America’s Future.” Dr. Lucero attended the 17th
Annual Latino Higher Education Leadership Institute on
Saturday, October 6, and participated in workshops on such
topics as how to support DACA students; evidence-based
practices for student success; enhancing intercultural
competency; building support networks for Latina students;
and many others. Dr. Lucero was fortunate to receive an
invitation to the Presidents’ reception, where she met the
President of HACU, Antonio R. Flores; conversed with
various Latino presidents of universities and colleges; and
discussed strategies for serving Latino students with
university administrators from across the United States,
Puerto Rico, and Central America. The Center for Latino
Studies is grateful for the support of Dr. DoVeanna Fulton,
Dean of the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, for
making this possible.

regularly in their careers. Students will
present their final proposals for critique on
November 12.

New Student Group Advocates for
Immigrants

Faculty Member Creates Experiential
Learning Opportunity in Latino Studies
The Center for Latino Studies is proud to
recognize faculty, staff, and students who apply
Latino Studies on campus and in the
community. Professional graphic designer and
new Assistant Professor Dr. Natacha Poggio,
has is creating new opportunities for UHD
students to engage in culturally-relevant
experiential learning and professionalization.
Dr. Poggio, who is teaching Advanced Graphic
Design this Fall 2018, developed an assignment
that empowered students to propose and design
a new brand identity for the Center for Latino
Studies. Students will create a logo, as well as
the message, voice, and experience CLS
represents for the UHD community, while also
conforming to UHD’s strict graphic standards.
Through this assignment, students are learning
how to create the brand identity and subsequent
logotype that represents the best solution for
their client, a real world application that
designers are commissioned to implement

UHD freshman Kassandra Aparicio is
leading a new student organization called
“Justice for Immigrant Families” (JIF) to
advocate for undocumented students and
their families. Ms. Aparicio serves as
president of the new student organization,
and her board includes Hector Trejo, Manar
Aneed, Britney C. García, Litzy Y.
Rodríguez, and Elizet M. Maciel Roldán.
The student activists formed the group
earlier this semester after meeting each other
in Dr. Beth Secor’s freshman seminar
course, where they discovered that they each
shared a traumatic experience with
immigration. The group seeks to create a
safe space for immigrants on the UHD
campus, while also volunteering to support
existing organizations serving immigrant
communities throughout Houston’s
metropolitan area. One of the initiatives the
students are tackling this semester involves
fundraising to create scholarships for
undocumented students to attend UHD. JIF
is currently accepting applications for new
members. For more information, email
JIForganization@gmail.com, or call (346)
291-6783.

The Center for Latino Studies celebrates
University Faculty, Staff, and Administrators
and Community partners who go above and
beyond to partner and support the center’s
initiatives.

Tremaine Kwasikpui,
Director of Student
Activities, provided audio
equipment and other items
for several CLS events, and
assisted with advertising.

Associate Director,
Sports & Fitness,
Rhonda Scherer,
provided professional
fitness instructors to
lead Zumba and cumbia
classes for Hispanic
Heritage Month.

MVP:
Marcus Hooks
CLS has the honor to recognize the
contributions of Marcus Hooks. A veteran of
the US Armed Forces and a current MBA
student, Mr. Hooks is the Administrative
assistant for the Center for Latino Studies as
well as 4 other academic centers on UHD’s
campus. His hardwork has been crucial to the
success of CLS’s Hispanic Heritage Month
events as well as for center development. For
these contributions, CLS is proud to name
Marcus Hooks as our Fall 2018 MVP.
Congrats, Marcus!

Students show Diego Rivera-inspired painting taught by
student Artist Ashley Mains, far left

Dr. Vida Robertson, Director of the Center for
Critical Race Studies support CLS through
mentorship and resource sharing.
Dr. Jeffery Jackson,
Chair of the
Department of
History, Humanities,
and Languages, has
co-sponsored 3
academic events on
Latino history and
culture.

Director of Veterans’ Services, Richard F.
Selvera, partnered with CLS to bring Dr. Juan
Coronado to campus on Nov. 7

Not Pictured: CLS also
wishes to recognize
Stephen Kidd and
Wence Treviño for their
work furnishing and
fixing the Center’s
space.

Curriculum
Corner
.

New Latino Studies
Courses Coming Soon!

New courses in Latino Studies are coming
to the UHD community. One of these
proposed courses, “Intro to Latino
Studies,” offers students a broad
interdisciplinary survey of the origins,
cultures, experiences, and conditions of
Latinos—people of various Latin American
and Caribbean heritages—in the United
States in the past and present. By studying
the major historical turning points in Latin
American and US history, students will
discover how and why people from
societies like Mexico, El Salvador,
Honduras, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Venezuela,
and others, came to live within the lands
that now comprise the United States.
Through textual, visual, audio, and
performative sources, students will explore
the ways diverse groups of Latinos,
including immigrants, women, queer
people, workers, indigenous- and Africandescendants, and others have expressed
their cultures, struggled for political
inclusion and economic opportunity, and
transformed the very fabric of American
society.

In addition to Intro to Latino Studies,
students will also have the opportunity to
take another new course called “Black
and Brown Feminisms,” which surveys
the historical experiences of African
American, Latina, and other women of
color as they navigated the intersections of
race and gender. This course will be
offered as a special topics course in both
History and Humanities. Additional
courses in Latino Studies, including one
or more Latino History courses, are
currently in development.

Support Latino Studies

CLS Seeks Student
Worker
Highly-motivated, reliable, bilingual
student with Federal Work Study needed
to staff the Center for Latino Studies.
Contact Marcus Hooks:
hooksm@uhd.edu

Have
a Story
Local Property
Guide Idea?
Do you know a faculty member, staff
Determining Your Home’s Value
person, student, or community member
Mortgage
101
doing
greatRates
things
for Latinos? Let us
know so we can share their story. Send a
Downpayment Help for Young Buyers
paragraph summarizing the person’s
work, their bio, and a photo to
lucerobo@uhd.edu

Call for Suggestions
Do you have a great idea for an event
related to Latino Studies? Do you want
to invite a scholar or activist to speak at
UHD? Contact Dr. Lucero at
lucerobo@uhd.edu

Contact
us at 713-221-5742
Local Property
Guide

The course proposal is currently making
its way through the institutional approval
process, and is projected to be offered in
Spring 2018 or Fall 2019. If approved, the
course will become part of UHD’s core
curriculum. Students enrolling in Intro to
Latino Studies will be able to satisfy the
Language, Philosophy, and Culture
component of the core requirements. This
course will buttress current offerings in
the Humanities major with a concentration
in Latino Studies. It will also serve as the
foundation for two academic programs in
development through the Center for
Latino Studies: a minor in Latino Studies,
and eventually, a major in Latino Studies.

Interested in supporting the Center for
Latino Studies? Be a hero for UHD’s
Latino students by giving your time to
mentor them, offering internship
opportunities to promote
professionalization, or making a gift to
support the Center’s emerging
initiatives, including scholarships and
student support programs. To give, visit
https://giving.uh.edu/uhdowntown and
be sure to type “Center for Latino
Studies” in the box marked “gift
instructions.” Your community will
thank you!

Vote by Nov. 6
Student Government Association is
hosting their Annual Walk 2 Vote on
Wednesday, October 24. Meet on the
South Deck at noon. Contact your SGA
rep for details. Please remember to vote
in this year’s midterm elections by Nov. 6.
We are counting on you!

www.uhd.edu/ academics/humanities/news-community/latino-studies

Drs. Robertson and Lucero with Dr. Salinas’ new book outside CLS!

Faculty Focus >>>

Of Particular Interest to Faculty, Staff and Administrators with an
interest in Latino Studies and effectively serving Latino students

First CLS Affiliates Gathering
The Center for Latino Studies hosted its first gathering
of institutional stakeholders on October 16 at 2:30pm.
The docket for that meeting includes discussion points
on how to coordinate programming and courses in
Latino Studies; the future of curriculum and academic
programs in Latino Studies; the most pressing needs
for faculty and students; among others. Faculty, staff
and administrators with research or teaching
specialties in any area of Latino or Latin American
Studies, as well as allies of Latino faculty and students,
can choose to become Affiliates of the Center for
Latino Studies.

Calling All Authors & Artists

Have you written a book or created a piece of artwork?
The Center for Latino Studies would like to showcase
your accomplishment in our new display cases. Bring
a copy by N-1038!

Other Events with Latinos in Mind

Faculty and staff across the university have also hosted
events related to Latino Studies. The Alumni Office
held a Gator Grit forum on “Latinas in Leadership,”
with Paula Mendoza, Mariselle Quijano, and Christina
Morales on Sept. 20. The Cultural Enrichment Center
sponsored a creative writing workshop and
performance by Latino poets, Jasminne and Lupe
Méndez on Oct. 11. Dr. Rey Romero organized a
lecture on immigration law by scholar Dr. Susham
Modi on Oct. 2. The Center for Student Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion hosted several documentary
screenings to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month. Dr.
Bill Nowak’s students in Sigma Delta Pi Spanish
honors society are currently accepting submissions for
a calaverita poem contest. The winner, announced on
Nov. 2 at 6pm in N-950. On Oct. 27, Dr. Paul Mandell
will lead a group of students down to MECA to see the
ofrendas, in anticipation of Día de los Muertos. Dr.
Natacha Poggio will host UN civil servant Matías
Delfino on Nov. 2 at 11am. Look for other exciting
events coming soon!

Emerging Initiatives >>>








Women of Color Faculty Writing Group
Latina Student Mentorship Program
Latino Studies Reading Group
NEH Grant for Program Development
CLS Open House
Alumni Reception
Ideas? Let us Know!

One Main Street, N-1038, Houston, TX 77022

