
MINUTES 
DEANS’ COUNCIL MEETING 

2:30 – 3:40 pm, 12 November 2012, S-626 
 

1. Learning Counts – Academic Credit for Experience   Williams  
There is a link to an Inside Higher Ed story on credit for prior learning -- 
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/11/12/lawmakers-and-foundations-push-
prior-learning-assessment Academic credit for experience is a major movement, and we 
need to start thinking about it and preparing for needed measures. It is now being pushed 
as part of the College Completion movement, as well as affordable access to higher ed. 
Standardized exams are a long-existing method of this. Newer trends involve portfolio 
assessment. Tomorrow, some Academic Affairs administrators are meeting with someone 
from the Council on Adult and Experiential Learning, mentioned in article. HCC is 
making an agreement with them, so we not only need to consider this, but we will need to 
start potentially accepting them in transfer. Some places allow students to enroll for a 
course in which they put together a portfolio to receive credit. The state is likely to start 
mandating something in this area in the next few years. It could be for anything from 
electives, specific courses for which the students have the competencies already, up to 
half of their degree credit. (This latter is not proposed here, but it’s what Tennessee is 
recommending for their universities.) 
 

2. Scheduling for Fall 2013       Stading Dr. 
Stading distributed draft of email about scheduling during the spring for next fall and 
winter, asked for comments from the Deans about the suggested timeline. 
 

3. Winter Term Readiness       Dressman 
UHD has been allowing students who are taking winter term in order to finish their 
degrees to graduate in December. We can no longer allow because students cannot get 
financial aid past their graduation date. It is okay to let them walk in December, but their 
diploma will be dated for May. Dressman also brought up the reminder that part of the 
Winter Term, UHD is closed, and academic offices are not available. As they have done 
in previous years, they have one person at UHD-Northwest who takes calls when UHD is 
closed. Pat Ensor reminded them that the Library does reference service. 
 

4. Various Informational Matters and Updates    Stading 
• Faculty Evaluation Period – Doing over 3 week time period, ending the day 

before final exams start. Think it starts next week. 
• Core Curriculum and Learning Outcomes – These have been developed for all 

subject categories of courses and were distributed. Committees are having Q&A 
sessions for people who want to propose courses in different areas. 

• CAPP Activation – CAPP (which automates students’ degree plans) is being used 
now, and issues are being worked out. Issue with repeat courses discussed. IT will 
have to do big workaround to get it to offer credit properly – we took a shortcut 
that means that our computer doesn’t know that one course was taken before 
another. 



• Workflow Activation – This is being put in place for University Curriculum 
Committee. The library also needs notification access. Stading will repeat training 
so that several more of us can be included. 

 
5. Faculty Academic Workload Policy     Chapman  

A new draft should be circulated later this week. 
 

6. Dean’s Reports        Deans  
 Dressman noted that High Impact practices group has proposed to Dr. Chapman 
certain things that university could fund to encourage these practices. Now group will 
work on how people apply for those funds and what criteria will be. Dr. Chapman asked 
about President’s visits to colleges, should they be done in future? Group said once a year 
would be great, also doesn’t have to be Provost and President, could be either one. 
 Stading raised issue of site codes (for student locations) in Banner, and gave 
handout. Will need to start separating students out more rigorously. I reported on contract 
issues, meaning delay in access to NBC Learn among other things. Birchak (Chris): She 
noted that there is a Q&A session tomorrow for the component area option course in core 
curriculum.  
 Stading noted he was discussing the issue of signage and who pays for it with 
Facilities. Our thought is general signage should be paid for by Facilities; Chapman will 
carry this to new facilities committee. 

 


