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YMCA International Services 
Refugee Academic Scholarship Program

BACKGROUND

Through our diverse programs, YMCA International Services is dedicated to facilitating self-sufficiency among refugees and other immigrants in the Greater Houston Area.  The Refugee Scholarship Program is specifically designed to enhance that independence among refugees through educational access and acquisition.

ELIGIBILITY

1) Applicants must possess a High School Diploma, a GED, or be a graduating high school senior.

2) Applicants must also be accepted or enrolled as a student at an accredited, post-secondary,

    educational institution (college or university) within Harris County or contiguous counties.

3) Applicants must possess one of the following immigration statuses with legal documentation from the Department of Homeland

    Security (DHS): refugee, asylee, victim-of-human-trafficking, special immigrant visa holders, and Cuban or Haitian parolees.
    (Those who have already obtained U.S. citizenship are not eligible to apply.)  
SELECTION CRITERIA

Awardees are selected by a committee composed of members from the Board of Directors, staff of YMCA International Services, and personnel from local educational institutions, colleges, and universities.  The committee reserves the right to modify this program in any manner.  Applicants will be judged by a demonstrated ability to overcome hardships and personal challenges, as evidenced in their personal essays.  Additionally, competitive applicants will be those who possess a strong commitment to educational advancement as a means of improving their lives.  Applicants must also demonstrate financial need, as evidenced in their applications.  All of the above factors will be taken into consideration during the selection process.

AWARDS

One-time and renewable Educational Scholarships in the amount of $1,000.00 or more will be awarded for enrollment in any accredited, post-secondary educational institution (college or university) within the Greater Houston Area.  Scholarships will not be automatically renewable.  Recipients must maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher in order to be considered for an additional scholarship award.  Official transcripts will be required of those who choose to request an additional award.  They must also prove that financial assistance is still necessary.  The funds are stipulated for tuition, fees, and books.  

SUBMISSION DEADLINE AND AWARD DATE    

Applications and all other required documents must be hand-delivered or postmarked by May 2nd of each year.  Awardees will be notified by mid-June.  Scholarship awards are distributed once per year.  

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS

1) Completed Application Form

Applications forms can be typed or neatly printed.  Essays must be typed on separate sheets of paper; each essay response must be at least 400 words in length, but there is no maximum limit.

2) Three Letters of Reference

One letter must be from an employer or educational acquaintance, such as a teacher or school counselor; the second 

letter must be from a community member, such as a church leader, community center member, or a leader in a social

group; and the third letter must be from an acquaintance such as a friend or mentor.  (Letters from family members are not

acceptable.)  Letters must be signed originals.
3) Copy of most recent IRS tax return

If the student is a dependent in a household, all IRS tax returns in the household must be submitted as well. 

4) Copy of current Financial Aid Offer Letter and the Tuition Cost of school

5) Copy of High School Diploma or GED Certificate as well as College Transcripts if applicable

6) Copies of Immigration Documents  (such as I-94 Departure Record, Asylum Court Papers, Permanent Resident Card, or Letter of Certification for Victims-of-Human-Trafficking)
        Optional:

 6)  SAT / ACT / THEA Scores 
These scores will be utilized by the Selection Committee as an additional source of information about the applicant’s scholastic abilities; however, such scores are not required in order to apply.

Please hand-deliver or mail all of the above documents to: 
YMCA International Services, Refugee Scholarship Program








6300 Westpark, Suite 600, Houston, TX 77057


YMCA International Services 
Refugee Academic Scholarship Program

Application Form
PERSONAL INFORMATION:

Last name: ___________________   First name: ________________________   Middle initial: ______

Street Address: _______________________________________________   Apartment #: ___________

City: _______________   State: _____   Zip code: _________   Phone number: ( ___ ) ____ - ________

Mobile phone: ( ___ ) ____ -
________

E-mail Address: ____________________________

Social Security Number: ______ - _____ - ___________             A#: ____________________________

EDUCATIONAL STATUS:

Do you have a High School Diploma  _______  or GED Certificate  _______?

Have you completed the ACT ___, SAT ___, or THEA ___?  If so, provide your scores: ________________ 

Have you enrolled in a college/university? Yes __  No __  If yes, name of the school: __________________

What is your educational goal?  

     Vocational Certificate  _____    Title of Certificate: _____________________________    

     Associate’s Degree      _____    Title of Degree: ________________________________

     Bachelor’s Degree       _____    Title of Degree: ________________________________

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:

Please list the most significant school or community activities in which you have engaged (for example: clubs, associations, volunteer work, sports, etc.).  This includes activities in the U.S. and other countries.
	Activity
	Months/Years of Participation
	Position Held

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


EMPLOYMENT HISTORY:

Please list your employment experience beginning with the most recent job in the U.S. and other countries.
	Company Name
	Position Held
	Beginning and Ending Dates

	
	
	From:                  To:

	
	
	From:                  To:

	
	
	From:                  To:

	
	
	From:                  To:

	
	
	From:                  To:

	
	
	From:                  To:


ESSAY INFORMATION:

On separate paper, please answer each of the following questions with a minimum 400-word, typed, essay response.  You must respond to all four questions.
1. Why do you feel that education is so important?  How is education related to your future goals in general?  How is education related to your future career goals?

2. What are your greatest personal qualities, and how will these characteristics aid you in successfully completing your educational goals?

3. What is the most important obstacle that you have overcome in your past?  How did you overcome the difficult situation or event, and what did you learn from the experience?

4. Please write an essay of your choice in which you can describe anything about yourself that you would like the selection committee to know.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Total Annual Household Income from last year: $ ______________

Anticipated Annual Household Income for this year: $ ______________

Number and ages of people living in the household, including yourself:

Number: ______   Ages: ____, ____, ____, ____, ____, ____, ____, ____, ____

Number of Household Members who are roommates (not relatives): ________

REQUIRED CERTIFICATIONS AND RELEASE:

I certify that the information provided in this application and essays is, to the best of my knowledge, true, complete, and accurate.  I have not knowingly withheld any facts or circumstances that could otherwise jeopardize consideration of this application.  I understand that if any of the information is found to be false, it is sufficient cause for rejection or dismissal from the program.  I understand that the information submitted in this application will be shared with the YMCA International Services’ Selection Committee and its Board of Directors.  If selected to receive a scholarship, I give permission for the release of application materials for promotional purposes.

___________________________________________
_______________________________

Signature of Applicant 





Date

___________________________________________
_______________________________

If under 18 years of age, Signature of Parent/Guardian required
Date
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